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. jtalian cultural heritage centre
- and incontri: permanent exhibition

i The Italian Historical Society
| Is proud to announce the development of
a new permanent stateof-the-art multimedia exhibition
YR &aiddzRé OSYGNB RS@2G4SR G2 !
at the premises of Co.As.It. in Carlton. :

Thanks to generous funding provided by the State Governmentotbri& through the Victorian Cultura |
Precincts Enhancement Fund and by CoAslt, the Italian Cultural Heritage Centre and Permanent E :
I gAff LINRY23GS GKS LOGFtEtALY O2yiNROdziA2Y G2 | dza
| to Australia.

The purpose of the Centre and permanent exhibition is to foster an increased understanding of the v
| which the ItaliarAustralian experience and culture are interpreted andimerpreted across the
| generations. It will alsanvestigatethe impact of Italian migration on Australian society and culture
i exploring:

the history of and reasons for Italian migration to Australia;

unique and meaningful experiences of Italians in Australia;

the significance of Carlton in the settlement of Itaka

the interactions between lItalians and other Australians;

the place of Italian culture in contemporary Australia;

the ways Italian Australians maintain their connection to Italy and to their heritage.

v v > > > D>

The Centre will be located in a purpose built specthe heart of Carlton, in the premises of Co.As.It. T |
ground floor of the building will be restructured to accommodate a dynamic and modern exhibition ¢ :
| comprising outstanding multimedia components and advanced digital and interactive technoldge: -
| exhibition ¢ developed with particular attention to the diverse audience groups formed by the m |
i generational Italian community, by school students and by casual vigjtaii encourage an immersive
engagement with the historical content of tlexhibition.

| The Centre is due to open mi&D10. Further details will be published as they become available.
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the talian anarchist press i
australia between the war

by david fabel

Dr David Faber is the author of a PhD thesis on the life and times of the Italian Au:
anarchist activist Francesco Giovanni Fantin [Adelaide 2808].and bred in Tasmania, he h
lived and worked in Adelaide since 1977, except for a sojourn in198a8. His current
research interests include Australian appeasement of Italian fascism and wartime xeno

towards Italians.

One of thepractices brought to Australia by antifascist émigrés
in the first decade of the regime was that of publishing political
newspapers. These publications had long precedents in Italy,
since the days of the bifurcation of the original internationalism
of Marx and Bakunin into socialist and populist anarchist
streams. In Australia and elsewhere, this tradition was largely
carried on by anarchists in exile, in ways that reflected the
proletarian character of a migration which included tradesmen
rather than proéssionals, and activists with remarkable
initiative rather than career intellectuals. Nevertheless
journalistic standards and the quality of production were
respectable. The chronology of these publications in Australia
has been recorded by Bettini ande€riani, the latter having
moreover sketched their general character and sustaining
infrastructure’? It seems appropriate to recapitulate this
information adding a few remarks on the merits and limitations
of this antipodean literature. These publicationgre among
the first fruits of the efforts of thefuorusciti [émigrés] to
propagate resistance to fascism in the ltalian diaspora in
Australia and to contribute to the labour movement here. They
also have a place in the history of the Italian languaghign t
country.

The brief flourishing and decline of the Italian antifascist press in
Australia was essentially a function of the degree of
organisation the anarchists and their fellow travellers were able
to sustain in none too favourable political and eomic
conditions. Between 1923 and 1929, when ltalian immigration
to Australia began to pick up pace, Stanley Melbourne Bruce
was Nationalist Prime Minister and the temper of the country

was conservatlve in the wake of the Great War, as it was fascist

2 YIyl 338U0dpPFHR

inlt- £ & . NHzOS &2dAKIG

within the framework of the British Empire in an export driven,
low wage economy. He stigmatised opposition as animated b
alien doctrines disseminated by foreign agitaforBruce,
characterised by the Italian antifascists as a man abed
adzaaz2ftAyA YR gl a WiKS FIA
YF3aylFGdSa YR AYRAAGNRIf A&
meddlingin the labour market (like Prime Minister Howard
after him)? Thereafter the Depression ushered in a decade of
external alarms culminating in another World War. The Italian
antifascists inAustralia struggled with these conditions as did
the national andnternational labour movement; their analysis
took specific notice of Australian circumstances, both historica
and contemporary. Almost from its inception in June 1930
[ Q! @I y 3dz- NRublisBhed[ai cafésd) detsiled and
long running feature sereby H. Payne on Australian history.
Again, in September 1930 Q! @I y 3 dz Ndetadithat] A
the Scullin government was called upon to answer for the
errors of past administrations, adding that

di]f there is a criticism that can be made of the current
A2GSNYYSyld X AlG Aa GKIFG
subservience to England, an aspect which finds its

® See Radi, H., particularly pp. 39X and Chapter 9 generally in
Crowley, F. (ed) 1974 New History of AustralidHeinemann,
Melbourne.

“C2NJ LAAR2NR . SNIFIT2yQa Tt ao;
and poliical issues raised by the November 1928 Commonwealt
elections, see the translation entiledllCTORYhow in National
Archives of Australia, A367 C18220, of the artiatgradly published in
Itallan inll RlsveglloOctober 1929. Bertazzon called for Bruce to be

§§ M/aR a8y £650Y

pred|cted a solutlon to e political situation in the dlsappearance of

government
"¢ KSAN® TWEISAQ

f221SR 4 GKS KJ

! See Bettini, L. (ed.) 1972A 6 f A 2 AN} F A CresétSHoltic® | v | SIBdick réferefce to land and labour policy (noting the strictures of

Editrice, Firenze, Vol. |, Tomo | for metropolitan Italian periodicals and
single issue newspapers, 187271.

% See Bettiniop. cit, Vol. I, Tomo II, pp. &2 and CrescianiG.,
QWSTN} OG2NR aAdN¥ylGaod ClaoOrali
n ol@l&an Historical Society Jourial £+ 2f ® wmMp X
t N2 SGFENAFY aAdaNlyday Crateay
Australian Quarterlyv/ol. 51, nol, March 1979.

Marx on the Wakefield scheme), democracy in the age of gold and th
Eureka incident, Federation, the Harvester judgement drabe
Unionism, and defended the White Australia policy on economic

{ gNEIS Atforfgihey e dignysed. ds la fdying éce. TheySeries o
HANT X fradd AugysTlo30 tyRund’ X &nd for all its flaws represented
I sgriBus briéf linfrodiuictigh fon Rauhélto/al Gomiparafy histatigalli N

understanding of the Australian experience.
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consecration in the almost daily repetiion of the
promise to scrupulously pay down war debt, & sa
heritage which weighs on the population like a
permanent menace. This is the darkest cloud
obscuring the Australian horizah.

Qresciani credits the agitation in defence of Sacco and Vanzett
(192%27) with being the crucible out of which anarchist
elements coalesced to give organisation and a voice to Italian
antifascist sentiment in Australia. There is undoubtedly much
truth in this. Certainly both the first and second anniversaries of
the execution ofthe two Italian American anarchists were
observed in August 1928 and 1929 by the publication of the
single issue broadshedtCalvariandIn Memoria Moreovey

the issue of theirjudicial murder continued to be revisited
throughout the short life of the Italian antifascist press in
Australia’ But equally, along with the escalation of tensions as
the fascist regime in Italy was consolidated into a police state,
the incitement of plitical and industrial strife in the antipodes
by the Nationalist Party played its part in exciting the
internationalism of Italian antifascists in Australia.

At any rate, the spark which caught the imagination of a
generation of over two hundred andtif ltalophone labour
activists in Australia was struck, as Cresciani
emphasised, by a handful of activists from the Veneto, bound
by ties of class and regional culture.

Even affinity based on tremuneof origin was important. Five
names recur sithe most important, all from the Veneto alpine
fringe, for long centuries a homeland of mass migration both
temporary and permanent, leavened by the political exodus of
heretics both religious and sectflabne is Isidoro Bertazzon
from the province of reviso, who was to find his vocation as a
self taught journalist. Another was Valentino Ciotti from the
province of Belluno, a long standing activist and editor. Three
hailed from the Schio district of the province of Vicenza, one of
the many rural crucibs of Veneto capitalism, the particular
domain of the Rossi woal y' R dz& i@yNdsty. Theyawérd te

°[ Q! @I y 3dzd NIFSkptemieril@B® NI | N& |

" See for example the denunciation of Judge Thayer from the dock,
republished inl Risveglipno. 2, 1 August 1927 in the original Italian
and in tanslation, now in NAA A432 1929/578 Part 4.

® For the survey of these themes in the contemporary era see Franzina,
ar33ar $

E.(ed)1983, y | f N2 =+SySiz2yY
nei secoli XIX e XMXancisci editore, Abano Terme (Padolgre
ONRBI Rf& F2NJ G4KS Y2RSNYy SNJ
S. (ed.) 1984l VenetoEinaudi, Torino. For an analysis of the regional
and other characteristics of the émigrés to Australia monitored by the
DGPS [Direzione Generale Pubblicarégizal, see the appendices to

I NBAaOAI yAZ WwSTNI.Gioret Wypanalyslsafite y 1 aRNZ A RO I 6RDSOA G &
YYy2g5y T2 NithdivisrpiiisNssue & tievpepgroriilid Jure X B@REe@izzon publishe

MpoH WIAEIK2YFfIA&A2az2al
found in the files of leading antifascists such as Fantin and Baratto
(cited by Cresciaron page 16), it is clear that some of the persons

mentioned in the files did not have dossiers of their own. Thus the
estimate of activists must somewhat exceed the number of dossiers

cited by Cresciani, and the circle of sympathisers must have numbered

afew hundred more.

has also

a0 dzRRA RA

ass

anarchists Francesco Giuseppe Carmagnola and Frances
Giovanni Fantin, both from the village of San Vito di Leguzzan
and the communist Giovanni Téite Antico from Piovene.

Fig. 1Canecutters working on a sugar cane plantation in North
Queensland. The group includes Francesco Fantin, c1925

¢tKSaS YSy IyR GKSANI LISSNA
fy3dad3IST GKSe& aLR1S 2yS I
they looked over their shoulders at Veneto affaifieirs was a
fellowship of youth, of class, of culture, of philosophy, of like
mindedness and mutual support conceived in adversity tc
outbrave the world of penury and exile they were born into.
Their saga remains one to conjure with for those who admire
the fight of the underdog everywhere.

From all accounts Francesco Carmagnola was a leading lic
among the Italian anarchists in Australia. But he was only eve
eminent among equals given histevert personality and
ability to turn his hand by turns to organising, editing and
writing something more than mere diatribe. In Sydney in late
1926 Carmagnola in conjunction with Antico established an
active Lega Antifascistacounting some three hundd
members. The given name Terribile suggests that Antico we
the son of leftist parents. Be that as it may, by 1927 he wa:
secretary of the Italian section of the Communist Party of
Australia (CPA). His working relationship with Carmagnola mu
have beenvery interesting, given that the latter was a good
follower of Bakunin in regarding the admirers of Marx as
inherently authoritarian, and was accordingly known from time
G2 GAYS G2 NBFSNI (2 GRSY
dG2NAF RSEEQSYAINIT A

{ Forare exhdiN3¢ay) RA B/ I-did- NERP\Y A HA BNyl
the VenetdQPadova. This year the Annual Fair was even more
miserable than last year. At Vicenza almost all the shops in the Cors
are closed. The grand caffé GaribaidPiazza dei Signori has also
0SINA GKS |2

news of fascist relocation of Vicentine peasants to Sardinia.

97 NBaOAI yRISNIHCK Sa & NRH VSG aXQs, |
[ FNYF3Ay2fFQa RAAONBGS LINJI IYI G
and extensive in Sydney, Melbourne and North Queensland (as wel
CSNIFTT2yQa Ay GKS #A002NALY
Brarch] was well aware: see QB SONB G NB X t aQa
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Neverthelessthey worked intandem, and their association
gave birth to the first Italian antifascist publication in Austrélia,
Risveglio[The Awakening]which was published, despite its

decidedly anarchist character, by the CPA as an antifascist

initiative. The Rome Directorat&eneral of Public Security
[Direzione Generale Pubblica SicueZR¥GPS) maintained
political surveillance on the Italian community in Australia,
especially after its reorganisation in 1927 under the Unified Text
of Public Security Law [Testo Unico délggi di Pubblica
Sicurezza] (TULBS)It noted that over the years Antico
contributed copy to the antifascist press under the signature
GA, which created headaches for his politically antagonistic
brother Giuseppe and sister in [afv.

Fig. 2Studio photograptof three friends, possibly members of
Matteotti Club, an anFascist organisation. Included are Isidc
Bertazzon and Mr Tarandin. Bertazzaith Francesco Carmagnol:
were cafounderof the Matteotti Club, c1927.

The foundation ader anarchist leadership of the Matteotti
Club in Melbourne in 1927 was likewise expression of this
astute political vision of antifascist unity. This was embodied in
the very name of the club. Among other reminders of his
sacrifice published at variedimes, portraits of Matteotti were

1931, NAA A367 C1822R). Ewandedly, Carmagnola dismissed
fro2NRAdGSa a WOLFFSELAGGS
Gaetano Panizzon that laborism and bolshevism were heresiegef
powerin[ Q! @I y 3 dz- NIS August[198@ destibing’GHalin as
WGKS RAOGEFG2NI 2F RAOGIG2NR 2F
YC2NJ I RAaOdaarzy 27
multiple attempts were made on the life of Mussolini, see the article by
Lussuif Q! @I y 3 dz NRVovemberAg8tandine ltklés on
the fascist Special Court [Tribunale &gle per la Difesa dello Stato] in
the issues of 15 November and 1 December. The implicit criticism of
anarchism by Lussu was so discrete as to go unnoticed.

12 Archivio Centrale dello Stato, Roma, Ml DGPS-ERE39, Antico
Giovanni Terribile[The &b subseries was reserved primarily for
émigrés who had naturalised in their host countries.]

recurrently advertised for sale in the Club press. On 20 Jun
193Q the fifth anniversary of his assassination was observed b
Carmagnola with the publication of a special commemorative
edition of La Riscossghe Courgrattack]. References to him
were as ubiquitous in the Italian antifascist press in Australia a
to Sacco and Vanzetti. In Jif€iacomo Matteotti was a
reformist socialist faction leader, the political secretary of the
ironically named Partito Socialistdnitario, one of many
expressions of socialist disunity. In death, after his assassinatic
08 ad@aaztAyirqQa KSyYyOKYSy IO
his figure, implicitly antithetical to anarchism, became that of
the quintessential antifascist martyabove any factional
quibble. As suctMatteotti was the very emblem of resistance
to the bloody fascist subversion of constitutional and
parliamentary order. In naming the club after him, the Italian
anarchists in Australia were not only denouncing $asci
atrocities. They were also declaring a commitment to antifascis
solidarity and a degree of political sophistication such as woul
move the communist Gramsci, himself the most illustrious
political prisoner of fascism, to aim at the resurgence of
democacy as opposed to a proletarian dictatorsHipThis
GKSYS gl a ALISOATFAOLIEEE -
publicationGerminal2 ¥ WdzZ & wmdpHdp Ay
dzy QF T A2y S FydiATladoraidl Qx &)

It is worth emphasising the role of F.G. Fantin in all this, not onl
because he has been unjustly regardadNurseyBray as a
lesser figure than Carmagnola, but also because he may t
taken as emblematic of the dozens of rank andsfilpporters

of the Italian anarchist press in Austrafil | y G A y Q&
not appear explicitly in the columns of the anarchist press as
contributor of copy. We do ndtnow if he used a pseudonym.
He does appear once as an industrial oratoHe figures
primarily as a donor, fundraiser and distributor. Fantin arrived in
Melbourne from Italy in late 1924, bringing up the rear of a
group of industrial militants victimised after the failure of the
1921 textile strike in the Schio district of thgovince of
+ A0Syl I & tNRYAYSY(d Fyz2y3a |
anarchist Gaetano Panizzon. The Panizzon connection involv
the youthful Fantin in paramilitary activities including the
supply, witting or unwitting, of the explosives used in the largest!
anarchist terrorist outrage in Italian history, the Diana Theatre
massacre of March 193%.Fantin had been detained by
military service and a romantic affair, which ended in a brief,
failed marriage, from initially joining family and comrades in
Australia’

420A 234309 SNIT T2y SyR2NASR

'3 Davidson, A. 197Antonio GramsgMerlin Press, London, p. 250.
Y 8S KEERaM ¥YiAl YR LYGSNYYSyGy

I Jdumaliokte Historizaidriaty oBSOuth Awstrglian. 15, 3985 Y &8.S N.
GKS WLR A GR[OG! @1y Idd ANl 1971 AOASNAIQ NATF

f1G¢
'® The connection of Panizzon with this atrocity emerges clearly fron
Mariani, G. 1953Viemorie di un eferrorista, Self published, Torino,
pp. 350 ¢ ® t I yudlverhest yaGhé supply is certain; what is
uncertain is whether he was aware of the terrorist purposes of the
ringleaders, Mariani and Boldrini.

Y This profile, based on my own primary research conducted in 198¢
1988, is broadly confirmed by VenturiniGv.2007 Never Give In
SEARCH Foundation, Sydney, p037
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The second number dfRisvegli@f August 1927 records in its
subscription list the donation of a pound each by Fantin and

Panizzon. Along with Carmagnola, Bertazzon and others, Fantin

figures upholding the club banner in the famous group photo of
the Matteotti Club taken in Melbourne on May Day 1928. By
193Q Fantin was known to the Townsville Consulate as an
AYBSGSNYGS TydAFraoaad
addzo 9SNAA QPGS FfeSNA I YR
Australian intelligence soursadescribed him at the end of the
decade on the basis of local police and community knowledge
as an avid reader of anarchist literatifeAmong the few
possessions confiscated upon his internment in 1942 was, for
example,Dio non esist¢God Does Not Exjsa pamphlet by

the French anarchist Sébastien Faure offering a dozen well
argued proofs of the non existence of GB@nticlerical pieces
were regularly published by the antifascist présBhis did not
prevent the citation, with legitimate opportunisraf a christian

L2 LddzA Aad tA1S
rhetorical trope common to the Italian left, the execution of
{002 FtYR Lyl SGGA o1 &

c2fadze?my WHrCS yRAYRAY RGNVGSFALS

Matteotti Club®® At any rate La Riscossdoes not feature a
single byline 6& ClydAy® .& O2yil
donations from thecane fieldsand Geelong t§ Q! @I y 3 0
Libertaria, regularly reported in its subscription column,
emphasise his enduring relatidris with Bertazzon after the
split between Bertazzon and Carmagnola destroyed the
Matteotti Club in 1930, well before it was formally wound up in

LINE LI19B3?"Fartin andintained/fBod reliions wihAbathisids o dsi
¥ S ¢ a Ldispufs Mediding £Riara BeftagzSrNidh 941 @ridkad fhisy” &

WAY&SLIF N} oAf A &anteedFiidEnYmay Havey
been a key individual in linking the diverse and even
antagonistic anarchist networks in some form of tenuous
communication after 1930. The DGPS files of Fantin an
Carmagnola, who arenkwn to have been friends and
comrades since their youth, are linked through the elder
brother of the former, Luigi Francesco Fantin, who had
accompanie@Carmagnola to Australia in 1922.

t ¥V NDRA K
Epifanio, two moreschedatipeople monitored by the police]

02 Y LinoWds tR the DSPS. Widrd i portantctirdriket i, Ja dbes

D2 t 3 %)ihkolsalz€d were copieo)! Rdzy | Gtari RS A phoet&yfaphi évidence, with Costante Danesi of Innisfail, who

[The Gathering of Dissenters] to which Fantin was a subscriber.

This American publication was the successotdoCronaca
SowversivgSubversive Chronicleddited by the violent Italian
L' YSNXOFY |yl NDKA &i
and was, so Australian intelligence believed, the most diffused
anarchist publication in Australia prior to World WA? II.

During the war, in an effort to have Fantin released from
internmert, Carmagnola made representations to the
Australian  authorities vouching that Fantn was a

WwO2 NNB & LR Y RSY (i QLalRjsdessaWPBtiapsii N& 6 dzii 2 ND

2y  Clyd 3 ~OSK I f .
QKL & ééc’br?!{/ %@ce ang‘ew lesl;far%, 18 Novembrgr)\l%lz, |;1\ I\)I/AA

Carmagnola was gilding tHdy I € AGGE S
Nonethelessk S OSNIiF Ayfé& adl G§SR
LJdzo f A OlaiRiscBsgahe gotirse of a deposition to the
NSW Branch of the Security Service in which he identified
Fantin and Valentino Ciotti as-fmunders with himself of the

'8 See Consolato TownsvittePrefetto Vicenza, 14 May 1930, ACS
Roma, MI DGPS CPC b1948 Fantin Francesco Giovanni.

19 Edmonton Station Cairns Distdc€IB Brisbane, 15 December 1939,
in NAA B242/1 Q30084.

%0 CIB receipt, 23 April 1946, in NAA BP242/1 Q30084.
2188 F2NJ SEFYLXS W¢KS
I O A 2GErnife) Jily1929. Iha Riscossal October 1930, R.
Pastega from Broken Hill lamented the pragmatic acconatiauof
comrades with the Church when it came to marriage. Many other
articles could be cited.

%2 Germinal July 1929.

2 Q! @y Adz NFSegtemijer1838 NIi | NX |-

24 Security Service BrisbanBANTIN BROS4 July 1942, in NAA
BP242/1 Q300840r Galleani anda Cronaca Sowversage Avrich, P.
1991, Sacco and Vanzett: The Anarchist Backgrodithceton
University Press, Princeton, passim.

%5 F. Carmagnolg Commandant Camp14A, Loveday, 10 September
1942, in NAA BP242/1 Q30084.

/| KdzZNDKY

with his astute brother Luigi, was the force behind the
Mourilyan Italian Prgressive Club and the resistance to British
Preference intheane fieldE ¢ KA OK f SR 2y

[ dZA AQ D f fsthkesyerddy CarmdgindB Wi gofyiinist asJistatiP@ral N.E

tradition has it that Fantin was an associate of Carmagnola i
these endeavours alsSbAnother associate of Carmagnola, and
thus of Fantin, was Ernesto Baratto, the hero of North
vdzSSyaft I yRQa LIl aarzylrasS Ay

27

Bp24oit Qdodeh.y WhHaaArauSR

I NBAOAFYAS WeKS t NRfSOFENRIY
8 C. Bertazzor F. Fantin, 12 November 1941, in NAA BP242/1
Q30084.

29 ACS Roma, MI DGPBLY39 b69: Carmignola, Francesco Giuseppe
b2GS GKIFG /FNYF3Iy2tl o0S3aly aL
Fy WAQ FFFGSNIKA& FNNAGFE Ay !
occurred in official documents or becausetaf prestigious historical
and literary associations with the name Carmagnola. The origine
Carmagnola, a tragic figure, was a condottiere in the service of Venic
celebrated among others by the @entury poet and novelist
Alessandro Manzoni. For theossier of Luigi Francesco Fantin,
originally one with that of Francesco Giovanni Fantin due to the police
dorfugingi ISt & 812 4 B SINE @ (i B R 3 WiBR14YSA Ijac
% These connections are confirmed by various documents in AC
Roma, Ml DGPS CPC 18] %antin Francesco Giovanni. For references
to the Danesi brothers see Douglass, W.A. 18&n Italy to Ingham
University of Queensland Press, St. Lucia (Queensland), passim.
photographic evidence of their connection with Fantin sedza (i NJ
Italians 17881988: A Bicentennial Exhibitidtalian Historical Society,
Carlton (Victoria), 1988, p. 80, where Fantin can be seen on the balcor
of the Mourilyan Italian Progressive Club wearing a bow tie. Fo
industrial action in the cane fields, see MEN§ G G A 5®
5AaSlasS {0iNX1S wmdop QTheiBij StakeNl
University of Queensland Press, St. Lucia (Queensland).

%! As reported to me by F. Cavadini on 19 February 1985.
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War’!1 FGSNJ CHyGAyQa
him as, among other things, a fundraiser for Republican
cause’® Altogether Fantin does seem to have had a substantial
if modest role in the production and dissemination of Italian
anarchist literature in Australia, such that Australian intelligence
rated him a leading promoter of anarchism in thalian
community in Australi&’ Al this refuteghe NurseyBray thesis

that he was an altogether negligible figure in comparison to
Carmagnola. Fantin died as an anarchist martyr in November
1942, after having been interned due to confusion of identity

Y I NIi & NR 2 Y 3 Adfdnision], @rltxlidilafahisteskySpvifished & RatsRior

I ROAOS a (2 6KSGHIKSNI Al W3
AYLRNIXQ® ¢KS LMzt AOFGAZY
W SNIFT T2y LAAR2NZI Mebound

CIB replied late that month detailing ehcontents of the

publication. Amongst miscellaneous news and administrative
items were featured articles on the Matteotti affair, the Sacco
and Vanzetti case, pacifism and feminism. The CIB appendec
GNYyatlrdAz2zy 2F GKS Srysamibonlk
F3FAyald FLOGAz2yLrE GSyaizya

WA UK KANER QURIBKIOA St RSNJ 0 N2 (1 K S NJ tHeydzednnthistss r2 indiiduilists) Nidjayfiserd SoN Madi |

his allegiance to the regime. Francesco Fantin was assassinated 2 NAI YA AaSNEXQ AY

in Loveday Internment Group Compound 14A with a blunt
instrument wielded by a fellow internee acting for fascist
conspirators wh objected to his determined role in the
struggle for the hearts and minds of interneahich was being
waged as the war approached its climax for ltaffans.

ChryGAayQa N2ES Fa |
that apart from publishing andistributing its own productions,
the Matteotti Club also acted as a clearing house for the import
and dissemination of the anarchist press from the Italian
antifascist diaspora overseds.lt is clear that the Italian
anarchists in Australia drew much iitgion and material from

the fraternal press abroad. As early as August 19Risveglio
gl a NBOeOf Ay3a adzOK
[ 20SQ> RIYyAy3
prostitution. This, like their anticlericalism, will have
antagonised conservative opinion in the Italian community.
There were limits d anarchist wilingness to cultivate the
middle ground. In March 192&e Melbourne Customs and
Excise Office forwarded to the Melbourne Investigation Branch
2F GKS ! GG2NySe DS yldvdditd[Thel

% 0On the figure of Baratto and the participation of imraigr
communities in North Queensland in the controversy over the war, see
Menghetti D., 1981The Red Nortilames Cook University of North

Queensland, Townsville (Queensland), especially Chapter 4. For the

Italian secret police dossier on Baratto see RG%a, Ml DGPS CPC
b313.

%3 See obverse of memorial card reproduced in FabeF,®. Fantin
unpublished doctoral thesis, Adelaide 2007, p. 340, originally displayed
in the exhibitiorFrancesco Fantin: Myth & Real§LEF, Adelaide, May
1989. Note that tis memento also compared the martyrdom of Fantin
with that of Christ, a leftist motif noted above regarding Sacco and
Vanzetti. The commemorative publicatibiCalvariambviously started
from the same motif.

% Security Service Brisbane FANTIN BROSW 1942, in NAA
BP242/1 Q30084.

% For the Adelaide CIB report to this effect see State Records SA GRG.

5/46/194214757, now iMuovo Paesduly 2000, p. 6.
¥{8S /I NPaOAl yASZ
range of publications importedybthe Matteotti Club, and on the

practice of republishing articles from the international anarchist press.
LirtAlry SRAGAZ2YA
Wild featured in recurrent offerings of books often at very discounted

aGl yRo®&
GKS WwW3I22R YI(WRESED XKFRO2E®MHEAESERAE (KISHNINKZY

58

2T Ofhé¢ Galickte ¢ 2 NNAA MPYQEADWKA76H. &

0KS ylIYS 2°
the authority of the State, of Capitalism, of Morality, of
RE AGAZ2YyXQd ' FANRG GKS |
AdNIINA aAy It e Tl @g2daNrof S 2L
any direct reference to subversive propaganda and nc
NEFSNBYyOS (2 GKS *Tasvengy ves |
did not long remain ta CIB line. By February 1932, with the

RA & 0 NX 0 dzi retid oftie caindér@ativés yol-pdwer KnACanberra UNdBra yon:

at the December 1931 elections, the Italian Consul General
Sydney applied to Attorney General Latham for the suppressio
2F /I NX¥laRigedssdnd2aS NIi | | D2 IOy 3 o
Libertaria. They were denounced for stirring up the Italian
community in Australia and being inimical to both governments
WEyYyRE Ay FLFOG:T Ittt F2XNa
Fekiuary 1934, Ibefore the cNdRde of golainSENESDirettgh

highly undesirable to permit foreigners to spread subversive
LIN2 LJ 3+ yRIF FY2y3ad GKSANI 2
2 2d2R3IS P2NJ iKSYyaSt gSaoQ

Fig. 3A neeting of the llian AnarchisMovement in Venice, Italy
Included in the photograph is Isidoro Bertazzon, c1920.

As we haveseen, from the beginning the Italian antifascists
concerned themselves not only with the situation in [{3lgyt

Wt NBf S0 onthe y  a ASSRIE dhg Riyaton ofthe Iglianreramunity jg Aystralia.

%7 CIB Melbourne; Collector @stoms Melbourne 29 March 1928, in
WOl [2YR2YyQa
%8 Consul General ItalyPost Master General, 8 February 1932, in NAA

prices for example i Q! @I y 3 dz+ NIwhAtHe issuehad FENII | NABG7 €1822R.

l dAdza G mdonE DIFSiGly2 tlhyAllzy
socialist in Italy who became an anarchist in Australia through reading
great libertarian writers.

OZ Bc$ B ROJB ( WRR 2 R N a263 /aQ ¥ Ald (i ISBIR;

A367 C1822R.
*° For example in the issuela Riscasof 1 October 1930.
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Every effort was made to link the two realities. For exangple
15 August 198 Bertazzon noted the success in Melbourne of
the film All Quiet on the Western Frant connection with the
oFlyyAy3a 2F (KS 06221
X RAAUGANDSR GKS 61 NIATS
maintain in the ltaliallJS 2 LX S |y |

ban was out of line with even backward nations and their
FYR gl a |

RAOGFG2NARKALRAZ
consecrated by the Lateran P4tt.

Fig. 4Canecultters relaxinghahe verandah of their barracks after
RF2Qa ¢2N) 2y F &dAINJ Ok y¢
c1927.

Carmagnola was early engaged in the indusaiad social
situation of the most numerous Italian colony in the continent
between the wars, that of North Queensland, cutting cane
there soon after his arrival in Australia in May 1822nd
discussing its circumstances in typically trenchant style. In the
leading article of issue number 2 of August 192IF Rfsveglip

/' NYIl3y2fl
in the name of an Italian antifascism striking antipodean roots,
YAYRTdA GKIFG w2yt e
GKS FFrOiKSNIlFYyR gAff¢

0SS lof

Carmagnola frankly discussed the ill feeling subsisting between

ltalian and Australian workers in tt@ne fields attributing
NBaLRyairoArAtAde Sljdzd ff & G2
hareR X Ay Od#A OF SR X
2 RAGARS wikK2asS ogK28 X
OFLMA Gt AAG SySyexQo 1S
made them hard to MBI YA &S | yR

ldzAGNFf ALY 62N) SN& Ay Divikkd
home his point Carmagnola asked:

AWhy are we lItalians looked upon so favourably by
employers all over the world? Because we are ignorant

" Q! @k y 3 dz NIBAugust[198® S NIi b NX

Ay LiGlkfe

I RRNBaaSR KAYaSt ¥

K2 aSf sz)\

and because we allow ourselves to be exploited more
than others. To work then. Oh! Comrade workers of
North Queensland! Let us destroy in ourselves that
drBta égdizin Svhich teddersHiR dlaiieS 1 QUiSEIVES] LBtR

RNEB | Yua free2otirseles offptejiidioe’s and supeeritifohs drid fetS
NI A FAOALf us uniteSdurbelved fvith $he Austilibih vioress indtiie S

struggle against the masters who oppress and exploit us.

R2 f S TlLdrfus réniedilderGhe wards ofétig®at ShsV[BIandzA G )

who said that the emancipation of the proletariat cannot
but be the work of the workers themselvés.

Carmagnola clearly set out to criticise not only the regime ir
Italy, but also what he saw as the social and political
shortcomings othe Italian diaspora in Australia. He soyght
moreovey to intervene in North Queensland personally. When
in February 1932 Carmagnola was defended with characterist
perspicacity and energy by the communist lawyer Fred
Paterson on a charge of having adtsal the Townsville Vice
Consul, the CIB noted that Carmagnola had in his campaignir
made able use of flyers to advertise his efforts against the
regime in the north. A circular dated 5 December 1931 hac
announced boldly:

@We have amongst us these several weeks comrade F.
Carmagnola. Our comrade came to North Queensland
to organise and to incite the arftiscistdo persevere in

the struggle against the bloody regime which starves
and enslaves the Italian workes.

It is clear that the efforts of Carmagnola and comrades in Nortt
Queensland were not without effect. On 10 February of that
year, A. Noselli reportedhat La Riscossaas ever more widely

read by workers in North Queensland. Nonethelésk S LJ- |

rgnges ERREed BEONSRRE™S + v assya

ingl ue.pub ﬁ%PS;] {e prot}\dl ri
SEEUILO TR T
Club to publish commemorative series monthly under different

my nt the%)an wrkc% haohguasﬂh oL

eads s to CII‘
(KNEdAK ¥ |Fy§qua ot ag'ad 81?“"’ eENfE ‘heL‘%"ﬁ?L”}g‘e“?r?““e
K2 d ZFS%TS e\§)te O%gr}fn §o
fYSy

class consciousness amongst many Italian immigrants, which
f 20K Sthe &;[enépted %?si\ssw@tlon ,0 M SO|InI by the Carrar:an

au%ﬂﬁ%‘?té‘R

SR e

ember ommemoratlng tﬁe secdhd annlversary of

T P p P

antifascist diaspora in France, ilajtly encouraging emulation
even from the antipode® The marble quarries of Carrara in
Tuscany were one of the ancestral homelands of Italiar

* Sedl a Riscossa5 March 1932, in NAA A367 C1822R. costs for

42/ NEBEAOALFYAZ Wt NRESOFNAFY aAaN} yiddnNyedylRd | QG A4REEr68 ydEichds SONS 6dvhad

® Bertazzon also criticised fascist efforts to entieian workers to
conspire with local capitalists, to undercut union rates andttike
break (n [ Q! @I y 3dd NR4fI1 Optdod SINID): MR |
[ Q! @I ya dapMIB21IFrancesco Fantin - denounced consular
interference in North Queensland labour disputes.

been raised at publication, with £ 19 9s 11d being raised at an Ingha
dinner dance.

“5 La Riscossa0 September 1931.

“° Santarelli, E. 196%toria del fascismé&ditori Riuniti, Roma, Vi, p.

23.
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anarchism. The profound radication of anarchism in such
relatively insulamining and industrial communities &arrara

and Schio was mirrored in Australia in such working class
citadels as Broken Hiljonthaggi, Queenstown and Geeldhg.
tF NIfe& 06SOrdaAaS 2F (KAA
never occurred to the anarchists that there was an inherent
limit to the appeal of a politics of duty which exalted the
personal sacrifice of life and happiness in dramatic gestures
a2YSiAyYSa

in the Italian Australian antifascist panorama was the implosior
of the initially successful Matteotti Club and the subsequent
publication ofLa Riscosshy Carmagnal and[ Q! @I y 3 d
Libertariaby Bertazzon in compettion with one another in

I YR WIDBOSTheieRfS bf Deédputdtionyin theirycdiumnids aBokNar

beyond the reciprocal accusations of financial impropriety, are
obscure, but in any case their general themes wsce
O2YLX SYSy Gl NE GKIG GKS /L.

SyO2YL) aaray3 QA2f SYOR EHYXR asO2 YBRNWS ¥Sr D2/8HRQ (

deaths. Perhaps howeyghe most significant item if Q! T A 2 y &inyevent it was Bertazzon who published the most eloquent

was the adveitement published at the foot of the internal
pages 2 and 3, which referred to the €maising intentions of
the Club:

aThe evening of 6 October next, 8pm to midnight, the
Club Matteotti will give a grand ball at the Oddfellows
Hall, in Latrobe Street bseen Exhibition and Russell
Street. There will be a choice orchestra directed by the
well known musician P. Piccirgni.

This demonstrated fiscal ambition and social adroitness well
beyond that of the convividmprovised evenings when the
Clb had dancedagainst fascism to the tune of a single
accordiori®® It was as well that the antifascists were inventive,
a4 GKSANI LINBaa
as it were, as the masthead Germinaldeclared in July 1929.
This was usual with ttenarchist press internationally.

Nonethelesghe vitality of Italian anarchist activism in Australia,
far outstripping the native strain, was from first to last
hamstrung by the static nature of anarchist ideology. Questions
of right were confounded wit issues of means and
opportunity. On 15 December 193Bertazzon published in
[ Q! @I y3dzr NRWPEKS[ A0 BRGf BX|
SEK2NI I GAz2zy (2
LIS2LX SQ Al o1t a
the example of the promoters of revolt and the ponderous
YINDK G261 NRa ftAO0OSNI&@®dQ ¢KS

OActioncommand our dead, massacred by fascism.
Action request the trembling victims in the infamous
penitentiaries of the peninsula.

Actionhope the masses without hesitatiamonce¢

In the following issue of 10 January 19értazzon offered the
&l y3adaAayS YFGSNAFEAAD
the imminent end of the fascist regime given its present
financial difficulié ® Q , fas€ist @audrism would have to
embroil Italy in another world war before any such weaknesses
of the regime could be brought to book, and then it would be
the communists, not the anarchists, who would be to the fore
leading the Resistance.

As the sermonizing off Monito underlined, anarchism is
structurally given to factionalism. The prime expression of this

*" See for example the subscription list a2 ! @y 3 d2- NRA |

Wi AGSR 2y O2¢

2LAYAZY

program for the Italian anarchist émigrés in Australia.

AGWe are in Ausélia many thousands of Italians more or
less violently torn from our affections and habitual work
and thrown into the vortex of a new life to seek our
bread. Many hundreds of us have carried here the fire of
passion, vowing to recross the ocean at thet fiign of
resurgence, not because of the call of the fatherland, but
0S0IFdzaS GKSNBE X ¢S (y2¢
resume our struggle But exile for us cannot only be a
matter of hoping and waiting We cannot be absent
from the post our faith assige B ® &

As dissension and the Depression crippled the anarchist press
Angtinlla, Nabtifagishy lieddR dsdavdluioy” dom>a féin \6f
expatriate resistancedrawing on transplanted traditions and
marginal internationalist sentimeiin the host community to a
more broadly based denunciation of a looming international
menace. With a return internationally to the policy of the
united front on the left, there was less scope for a specifically
anarchist press and greater pressure toradd world events in

a more widely accessible idiom and in a more organised way
The communist movement was better equipped to do, as

2 T exendpiffied 2in/ the> Austtaligin chapter of the International
I NYSR &aid NIAIt $ovanent Adgiyis War fAnd (F&sdkh 3Abarcist idebtity Sa
Fff SISRW WRS deenyhReinyaddii theycreers $fliQardaghoia krid yantin

became subsumed in the antifascist front. For all its antifascis

i dneD feliSitousl BeferodBxiy Jod &l Bhe vibrant individual

initiative and independent thought it incarnated, the limits of
the Italian anarchist press in Australia faithfully represented the
limits of anarchism itself, ineffectuahd factious, sectarian and
minoritarian in its extremism. Even a century ago, anarchisn
was a transitional phenomenon bespeaking its-pdeistrial
populist2 NA AAYy &y gK2aS KAaAG2NARO
FdzZidNBQ 6AGKAY {KS > Sthdéns Off f
thét Kadition aidi ok IBliareculflrd@idiAugiraic2wil noheiheldSs
continue to find this modest literature worthy of study. 1

“CiBg{ SONB G I N&
C1822R

X1 Q! @Gty Adz NRA FWA2ASR SMEINNDL Y NI R
*l See Gramsci, A., 197Quademi del CarcereEinaudi, Torino,

''Gi2NySe DSYySNIf

[ MNotebdnki 14,NNbté 3 for the classic statement of this analysis of the

B NBAOALYAS DO Wt N2f S NAIY aA 3 NeényatbrioKiBianiararchisra fos BuSsiatolibikistci as Bakunin.
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Interview with ivo vellai

ivo vellar talks to paolo baracc

(italian historical society) about his boo
from camporovere to carlton. the story of five familaasd
adventures in two worlds. my battles with the d wc

Professor Ivo Vellar MD MARCS FRACS was born in 1934 in Camporovere (Vic
He migrated to Australia with his family in 1938. After a distinguished career
surgeon and a professor of surgery, he retired in 1999. Sinceht@dras publishec
several books on the historymiedicine and, in 2008, two books on the Itali

l"'l"[
Camporovere
w Carlton |

w

What induced you to writd=rom Camporovere to Carltén

the books

LQ@S +fgleéa oSSy
particularly. | enjoy reading aboyeople. What was it that
actually made a person do what that person did? That led on to
an interest in my family. My motivation in writing its history was

AYyiSNBaiGSR

migrant experience in Australie

In your autobiography, you talk frankly about your feelings
and also your weaknesses.

Trueenod KX L RARYQi
was2 SONB Kdz¥l yo 2§

FAYR GKI G
FNB y2i0 !

On what it is to be human, talking about the support you
NBEOSABSR RdNXAy3a | ASNX2dza

late inG KS LA SOS GKS YSIyAy3a 2
YLy A& Ly AatlyRQéo®
2S5ttt 2212 Yz2ald 2F Yé fAT

found it difficult to adjust as migrants to a strange land and that
applied to me. | was a bit precocious and venstier, and we
were thrown into a war in which we were the enemy aliens and

. | reacted, same people waould ay@%no qllp racis ,éo
exa%ﬁ?e. Smegpé'oél id tﬁat, S, r{;}é kneW rgb u%"thle
N} OAaYs o6dzi AG RARYQU 0 2dlK!

| was never able to discuss these matters with anybody.

GKEG AF L RARyQU R2 AGZ Al 4fdy n%/gel?’ rgaaing 90%r au?ogo%rapﬁyzaéligbrat&e,éagg‘

members of the family were interesd. So | did it. | did it late in

the piece. Looking back on it, | realise | should have done it a

whole lot earlier because | would have had more material.

What about the process of putting the book together?

| found the stories interesting, but | alsirel the work of
researching and writing. | love writing. My training in the art was
writing all the articles about surgery. So the nuts and bolts |

life-story which provides certain insights on the human
condition, rather than as history.

| feel more comfortable being judged by pgers as a surgeon
rather than as a writer.

carlton
Both books contain lively memories of life in Carlton. When

2 ¢ Y _ A did youlive there? , . | . ;
1 Y.S 2 .T L KFR I ) T.l A NI] -7\ RSVIA 2 T.,. Q?é ivéhi Itonqré)mathe Idaty tfhat V\Ile%rﬁvga%épre, é‘h thé
writing difficult. The research is difficut S Ol dza S A U Qfgh of[béc er 1938. Soon after we went to Tasmasiia

consuming and | was never trained in how to do historical
research: | had to find that out myself.

Ten months later you published your autobiography,
Adventures in Two WorlddVhat is the relationship between
the two books?

2Kl G L RARYQG Lidzi Ay GKS
into the autobiography. One difficulty of course is that, having
more or less completed it, you start remembering things that
& 2dz KI @gnSadQou justddminder what to do. Also, it is
difficult when one has to deal with faults and problematical
issues, like | have had in my life.

months later we came back to Carlton. In 1952 we moved fron
Argyle Square to Lygon Strédtthink | mentioned the bed

bugs in my book. Our home in Lygon Street was used as
boarding house and one family who was living there refused tc
moveout S¥eé Tl GKSNJ alARX 2Stf 3z

0 2 2y kel bl Sobpictoh A AL i led

the bed bugs. It was quite amazing because their daughter we
auniversity iZRSy 4 I yR L 2dzad 02 d:
there until the early 70s, when | bought a house near my siste

! Both in Carlton.
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and her family in North Balwyn. | bought it for my parents, and |
lived there with them. Ill health was starting to get them and |
think they wee happier to have a doctor in the same house.

Fig. 118 Argyle Place North, Carlighe Vellar family home prior to
moving to 242 Lygon Street, Carlion1952 Photo taken in 2008.
Image courtesy of Ndellar

24 GKS SELNSBcaredtatfetmd? A GGt S

both related and tied in geographically. My uncle was the
businessman of the trio. They had a truck and they used f
work doing footpalis, terrazzoand things like that. And when
we went to Hobart, they worked on th&rest PointHotel.

What language did they speak?

They spoke Veneto dialect. But they also had enough English
keep the business going. My father was out here for the first
imefrom24t02&1 T KS LA O] SR dzL KA
fluent, but he could manage. My mother when she arrived
RARY QU 1y26  62NR 2F O2 dzN.
was more outgoing than my father. My father was a real Vellar
amontararo. Now, we had shops like Valente in Lygon Street

hetoowasaVenewol YR KS gl & f AGSNJf
TN2Y 6KSNB 6S t A0SR | S KI

grocery: he used to have tigalsiccéhanging from the ceiling
andallthat8 NIi 2 F
to do the shopping!

aUdFFP {2 Y& Yz

Yes. The reason behind that was the shops. There were a lot of
Australian shops as well; there were also some Greek shops:
cafés and the famous Greek fish and chips shops. There were

Ffaz2 GKS aglG§SNRy3
to the Bowling Green Hotel. That was an Australian custom that
they acquired: late in the afternoon, they would go there to talk
and have an odd glass; and then they would leave.

Were the customers of the pubs mainly Anggaxons?
No, they cane from all sorts of ethnic backgrounds The school

LIiskddoya ¢ Y

AY JIFNIG2y 6ta {(® DS2 NﬂSQazF'gif);'?Lﬁ’pe%‘ ‘%‘ €s pogsiply atyHay dnigmment,GMEWY), ¢ |

students were 99% Catholic: there were the Irish Catholics and

there were the Italians, and they got along very well: there was
no abuse, a problems.
K

LG A& al AR

knew each other quite well when they were in ltaly and they
continued being close when they came here. But family ties
were more important still. When we came here, we stayed
gAUK Y@
I 20F NI G2 adlre ¢gAGK Ye
again, we stayed in Argyleuane and then in Lygon Street. The

fAGSNItEte | adz2ySQa 0Kn&e
O2dNLIE { I GFENAAQYX YR (KS ol
a weekend, all mainly from the Venetsome from the
mountains and others from thgianura They knew each other
at work.

distance between the two homes was eighty metres perhaps:
I ﬂ%

What work did your father do?
My father worked as a concreter with his brother in law and
with another man who was also from near Asiago, so they were

2n Carlton.

/T NI G2y KIR
That is correct. The people we knew all came from the same
village, more or less. They had the village attitude because they

Y2 i KSNDa z'ﬁh&na/\teﬁlemw\y' Gl
FlLGKS

photo Inc de§|rolamo [Moml] Pangrazio and Ettore
Bortolotti. In the background are the tin huts the men were confined to.

Did your family interact with noAtalians or with Italians from
other
The%%}\ Rteﬁa!:tl(%s the? ﬁad \'/\\’gre ayv%m‘tBﬂt outside of
that, socially, no. It was always with relatives. My mother hac
cousins, sisters and brothers here. The only one who had wide
social connections was an uncle of mine, Andilda. used to
run the ltalian Waiters Club, and a cousin, Zio Rossnl
ot gg{tll\tzu T Yéwerézimngamn@az
q'ﬂg \% th|n |ng |an<
&h hdl ume %O e§te(
during the war, and Moml ended up in South Australla in the
amous cam oved ni
H) ‘? 5 ian . aE t'
tac ,Rust elruc ne | ere a fot Br ade\
GKFYy Y& TFlIGKSNDasx o6SOldzas
person that went to playpoccewith his Vaeto mates on a
weekend. During the week he worked with his brother in law

® Andrea Pangrazio.
‘52YSy A0z
of his hair.

® Girolamo Pangrazio.

tFyaNyTA2T KS gk a Ot
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and other close friends from Asiago. So it was always boxed in,

a closed society.

What is your connection to Carlton today?

LG KFra OKFy3ISR 0O2YLX SiMénd
glt1 R2¢y [&32y {GNBSOH L
was like. In those days it really had a village atmosphere.

Perhaps that was also because we are talking about the war

and the immediate posivar period: Italians were not popular
then and it was important to have somewhere where they
could feel at home.

values
You were very close to your parents. Which values did they
transmit to you?
2 8ffz
had loans. They never went to a bankget money: they
always believed in paying their debts immediately. That was
something that was passed on to me along with the rest of it.
That was always regarded as a facet ofittmtanaroattitude.
They did not want to get into debt, unlike some of ithe
acguaintances who never hesitated in getting in debt by what

i K S NB Q ¢ afdiths Rt tiia2tHgy) nEverK 2 y ¢

as showoffs and things like that. We did not admire that kind of
personality at all.

Was education important for your parents?

Iy Bothin®pargn®s erhiphaised the infh@thhEeroBay edbichtigh
Ol ya&ia skgpihglLstor@ 2oy d tatedr.yA3 thdylinever AhadKthe
opportunity of advancing beyond a primary education, they
made sure their children would, although | must admit that my
mother considered that her dabiger should marry rather than
pursue further education.

GKS®&@ NBIFNRSR |a KdAS I Y2dzy i al
a[ 221 6KHGQa 3J2Ay3d G2 KILLISYy ‘ A i
UKSeQONB 32Ay3 U2 3Ist Attt Yl wna andhBibhaNisRia, SehidhBerioor o hadi

trouble. The fat that they did not borrow from banks is one of

the reasons that was always given as to why they never got on

in business.

Was thrift an important value?

2S gSNBE OSNE OF NB¥FdA
around, with the exception of my uncle dmra of the Italian
2 AGSNRQ / f dod
different to all the others.

Do you have the same attitude to money?
.Sao LG ¢+a NBlrtte |
reasons why | never did what the An@axons did: they used

to go to parties and all that. | never did. Which means that most
of my pastimes involved me, like writing and reading. | was a
voracious reader. Before the war ended an Australian man who
was partial to the Italians bought me a Meooaset; and that
was absolutely fantastic because you could build anything with
it, and | used to spend all my time building bridges and what
have you. My pastimes involved me in the singular, and that
was one of the reasons | used to find it difficult ingxwith
people, especially the Angaxons. Another reason was the
baggage | carried from the war period and the peat period.
Italians were not popular and | was on guard all the time. And
that stayed with me. | had very few friends amongst the Anglo
Saxons. As a matter of fact, | never went out to cultivate
friendship with them.

5AR &2dz AYKSNXI
Yes. But my mother was also like that. Very much a private
person. We were not regarded as people that were outgoing,

aSo2yR

been awardedthe MD (Doctor of Medicine) bye University of
Melboumelmage courtesy of Ivo Vellar

Did you and youparents have different ideas about the role
of women?

GAUK Y2 Mygsﬁ’stbfr wésIndét ﬁ"l@lh‘i@e'ésmrﬁlt}ffa%l@s W g?ven\él

GKS 2LILRNIdyAGASa FyR FTSYI

| Sbomivant héWi3 I NR §eRmakrigt, hbve éhikirdliand@uh a household in support o

the breadwinner, wh happened to be a male. | tried very hard
to convince her to continue her education, but she used to
laugh at me, Because none of her friends went on to tertiary
dollicEieANsRe ddtiBed tNabsie whsYydihg t8 j6ir tHé Rcikford
too. | am sure that, had shiecided to continue her studies, our
parents would have not stood in her way. She would have
easily coped because she was the most intelligent of the Velle
children. Our mother too, given the opportunity, would have
obviously succeeded because she hadhtaral ability in the
use of words and she wrote poetry. This was inherited by my
sister and by her daughter, who did a Law Arts degree and |
now a lawyer.

Can you tell us something about the emations involved in
growing up in an Italian family in Austtia during the 1940s
and 1950s?

We were very, very close as a family and | was able t
appreciate very early on in life what my parents had to do, the
life they had to lead and the sacrifices they made. | was ver
appreciative_of thalg more appreciative tan a lot of other

& 2dzNJ F I i K'S NI Geopled AnSitheidenRimpolal thidg/idr ind Was #hat as an

Italian ¢ for | have always regarded myself as Itatignreally
wanted to show the others what the Italians could do. | realisec
very early on in the piece that the Italiansredooked down
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upon by many as an inferior race. | went out of my way to prove
that wrong.

becoming a surgeon
How did you decide to become a surgeon?
LT az2vyS2yS aleazr a[221=
YSRAOAYSKE X
idea what it was like. Unlike many of my colleagues, | had no
relatives who were doctors, dentists or even scientists. When |
gra R2Ay3 Y& aSO2yRI N
interested in becoming an agricultural scientist. | wsethout
2F¥ (GKIG oe 2yS 2F vYe
YSRAOAYSKE

Were you the first member of your family to go to University?

I was the first with my cousin Giancarlo who is a year younger
than | am. He was in Italy and he did law. Giancarloghad
brother who was older than him, and he had entered the
Seminary; after a couple of years, he left and began an Arts
degree at Padua. The war came, he was put into the armed
forces, got tubercolosis and died. He was the first of my
relatives who actuallwent to a University.

Fig. 4Graduation photo, December 1957. Left to right: Fortunato Vellar
0LP2Qa FFHOUKSNDX !'yi2yASadlr
CN} yO0Saol
courtesyof Ivo Vellar

2 KFG ol a @2dNJ LI NBydaQ
They were entirely supportive. When | finished and managed to
get a degree, my brother, who is ten years younger than me,
decided that he was going to do medicine too. He was also
supported We were supported to the extent that | was never
forced to work outside, whereas some of my contemporaries
were in paid padime jobs. On one occasion, when | was ten,
my mother wanted me to become a paper boy, and | refused.
That year | came fifth irhé whole of Victoria and | got equal
first in Christian doctrine, believe it or not. | think that from that
point onwards they thought: here is a future priest on the way!
hyS RIFI& GKS 1 SIRYFadSNI I
interested inbecoming LINA S&adz FyR L
@2dz (y269é L o+ ayQi
Italian families that if they had three sons, one would become a
priest, one would become a lawyer and one would become a
doctor. Well, no attempt &s made to force me into anything.

A OK2ATIAONB a b & y I 5

Would your parents have been happy if you had decided to
become a priest?

tdzi A0 GKA& gley GKSe& g¢g2dA
Because the firstousin of my mother was an archbisiago,
yes, it was not unexpected of me because of my academi

RA R perdromndé, wiith had alwaysiaisdf very Bigh. R S & A NB
L Q@S ZbeddusdiBadimdmS K2y Sai

FYyR ale y2>

What role did religion play in your life?

b2yS Ay Y& LINR2TFTSaarzylft fA
0YSSOA Adyaha SL QIF S ¢
would be intuitive. | mean, rone had to tell me that

iSHOKARKNS U KWKEI apARY abt KE2yRG &

behaviour as a doctor. | could realise myself what was right an
what was wrong.

Didyou feel under pressure to achieve?

No. | had an academic bent for a long, long time: | likec
studying, | liked reading and all that sort of thing. Rightly or
wrongly, everyone expected me to perform and | kept
performing, so more or less | was fated wajong that sort of
fAYySd ¢KSe ySOSNE SOSNI KIF
2Ny Ay3a KIFENR Syz2dAK®é ¢KS
them happyg made them happy, made me happy. The other
thing that was important to me was that | did what | wanted to
R2Y FYR L O2dd R OfFAY GKIG
2y 20GKSNJ LIS2LX So Ly (K2as
about going to the University: it was the era of the Senior
Government Scholarships, the -called Commonwealth
Scholarships. Imy first year | performed very well and | came
FANRG Ay o0A2f238d LQR yS@S
a duck to water. And then in my second and third year we dic
anatomy, which was a real disgrace. It was at-glourself
course,whichdid Qi 0620 KSNJ YS®

Were there many sons of migrants among your fellow
students?

/ SN} Inthe Medical hopl lattie tinze thsik \seyemany SEARONNJ
+SEf1F N oL@2Qa) lindgd (i S NIstudedtd, HuiEneén therey daet a4 fe® sobd. @F niigiiants) 2

remember there was a Balt who was very clever, and he was |
the same year as | was, and then there were a handful ©

F GG A G dgRéks. Tdre Wert §aNd vernRislRQiilidhd 2 thiastage. | thin

there might have been beside me another one.

What role did your ltalian background play in your
professional life?
| used to be caild down to the casualty department quite often

2 AYGSNIINBG 6KSy L oba
G2 8tf 6KIGQa GKS LI GASY(dKE
{2 LQR 32 R26Y YR LOR TFA\

Greek. | have only few words. And by using a few words and
sign language | could get a history out of them. And | used t

{0 aWa&S gk B 138 16BR (KB o UK SN
L alAB2da R | yRIOARKS LRXHT SNEly
AYUSNbaubdPt BRPE AU mdalf/EGhifinY madyd difhiy

O2ff SI 3dSa
dzLJH ¢

g2df RyQi YIF1S8 Y

® Andrea Pangrazio, Archbishop of Gorizia.
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Were migrant patients treated differently?

| found that migrants were often treated badly. Unfortunately,
some of the patients were malingerers and that proautee
AYFLY2dza SELINBaarzy
G2Stftx AT @2dz ¢2dd R fA1S
some of those were genuine sufferers and they were treated
appalingho € & 2 dzdb¢

racism
What was it like to be the son of an Italian migrant family
during the war years?
Italy entered the war in 1940 and my father was then got hold
of and was sent to Geelohdvly mother was working as a
cleaner to make ends meet because #hewas no other
income. At that stage there were two of us and my father was
away from home and it was tough.

What was the atmosphere at school?

¢tKS alOKz22f L ¢gSyda G2z
RARyQl 3S8iG Fye

were quite a few Italians. The problems happened later on. But
Al slayQid G GKS aSO2yRINE

Herald and the Sun always used to have cartoons; and they

were mainly about Hitler and Mussolinid a dza 4 2 € 5 |
called. And my father used to cut them out every day. They
made Mussolini look like a buffoon of course, st Caesar,
and how he wantetlare Nostrumd (G K 1 Q& (G KS
and they used to make him look like an ape with the jowl, fat
andwhatevlJ> ¢ KS& gSNB KAIKE @
L RARY QO YAYR GKIG G FEfo
real thing against the Italians, who were regarded as inferior in

every possible way to the bronzed Aussies, not up to the mark
of the heroes of Gallipoli and Anzac. They were people you had

no time for: they were cowards, physically they were small,
GKSe OFNNASR lyAg@Sasx GKSe
was appalling, and on and on it went. | used to feel this very
keenly becaws | had at secondary school no real Australian
friends who had more of an international outlook, because we
lived in Carlton, and Carlton was mainly home to the Italians
and then there were the Australians, who were mostly working
class Australians, wheere very insular and uneducated.

What happened in the posivar years?

The war played a large part in developing the negative
attitudes. Then in the postar period there was a lot of Italian
migration and there was a lot of negative articles writtdaout
ltalians in the newspapers, and this made things harder. And
also one must admit that there were knifings. Of course these
incidents were given deliberate prominence, but they never
pointed out that they almost always commenced with
provocation. Theassailants were usually the Australians, not
the Italians.

"To work extracting salt from sea water, as part of the war effort.

{io DS ahNBEVGDA X
LINReadorShattherd K S NB & T F NI & B RiwiRiidRie8ause heavés a retiring

What was your attitude to racism?
2 KSy L ¢la | 4GSy @&SIN 2tRZ
racist abuse because all our dealings were with Italians. Late

daSRA (S NNIay Shogl | wias @ilh éltaiansiandyg and thi€) keverd
i 2 hadppenet. It in&dnlyiin pabfic hat theSpassibility &dse/ Whar
seen many cases of Australian back! | also can tell you that

| was sixteen the first indication of my attitude towards racism
happened at the bike racing track at Essendon. Later in my i
2yS 2F Y& O02ff SlyHRNE d&l MK
had a high threshold, but once that was reached | reactec
accordingly. And | did on that occasion, when the fellow behinc
me at the races began to use the D word against the Italias
cyclists. For what? For what reason? There wapanticular
reason, just because they were Italians.

So what happened?
L 4G22R daXx
RA&TAIdNB

GdzZNYy SR F N2dzy R |
82dzNJ FI OS¢

In the book you say that you were more surprised than your
ga | 82Ny Ay3I Of I a

type. And | used to think about what would have happened if
weHaR aPphysical glitéraation: vihatzNdulg' 1 hatieiGhe? BU

gKIFG KFLILISYSR ¢l a GKFG GKS
#eSStdlr GKAA A& 6KIFIG GKSe& | |

What changed for you after that episode?

a S MBifareSHdiNIusgdd ayoid Fetting into any kind of altercation.

After that incident, | reactedl never went out looking for

ONX ifrcdulslet | BlvEays dedetied wihéh Sriinsuli \Babl Beiyig@iitecte,Ind
. diime Yt ¥t Sevelyaes lipNdagt an Heglian, |lwis alivey$

apprehensive whenever | was out in public that one of them
was going to make derogatory remarks, because then | woul
have to confront them.

& S Nibugt fere béa diffisidt 8 [Bebd=ge. G KSA NI 4|

Well, what were the alternatives? Théternative was to shrug
Al 2FFX 2dAad LINBGISYR GKI G
NBIFfAaSR GKIG L gla +y L
stereotypical Italians, they found it difficult to work out who we
were. That would have been an easydwa 2 dzii ¥ 6 dzii
honest way out; and that was the thing that really concerned
me after the age of sixteen. The incident at the Essendon bik
trackwas not the only one. Similar events occurred when | wa:
a fourth year medical student, when | wafiral year student,
after | had graduated and was a resident medical officer anc
when | had become a senior member of the surgical staff
These incidents came about when both medical and- non
YSRAOIE adFrFFT 0 GKS K2aLRh
ltalian,and used the D word to disparage the Italians. When
confronted them, they all became very apologetic. My reply
was that | would treat them with the contempt they deserved.

What did other Italians think of your attitude?

| was criticised because it was claimed that | was too sensitiv
and that | reacted when other people would laugh off these
things. People said that my attitude was not right, | should have
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tuned the other cheek. But nfortunately that never
KILILISYSR® L dz&aSR (2
IAGS e2dz | tSaaz2y | o2dz
other hand, when you are dealing with redneck louts, you

LINEOFot e R2yQl 3brs. OSNE FI N gAGK ar' ‘

Australia has become a multicultural society: what problem
does racism pose today?

What has happened is that the matrix of society has changed
from a homogeneous society to a totally multicultural one. And
as the previous society, which was entirely As@ttic, has
become diluted more and more, the ability to relate to different
persors has developed. And people travel more and come back
home realising that the world is a much bigger place than
Australia. But to say that racism has gone complegélshink
y2: Al KFrayQio 2KFG KIFa
while, and Austriia has really never undergone a period in
which people were fighting each other for jobs: by and large,
there was work for everybody here. | am convinced that, given
the right circumstances, some people will react in exactly the
same way. And they havegtause look at what happened up
at Cronulla. And with every new ethnic group, certain
behaviours of the established population surface again,
particularly if you get the alcohol level rising a bit. And you see it
against the Muslims now.

The mainstream ditude towards ltaly and ltalians has
changed a lot since the years in which you were growing up.
alye LIS2LXS g2dd R ale GKIG
{dNB>X GKSNB KlFa oSSy |
looks. At the end of the day, Italiaage still popular for singing,
spaghettieating, all this sort of stuff. The positive messages on
Italy in the media concentrate on ephemeral things: fashion,
food, sport. Someone says eating is culture. Open to definition.
But then it stops there. They2dy Qi
important things, on the achievements in the scientific and
cultural field. And it is not enough just to mention what the
migrants have achieved. The media should have gone all out to
highlight the positive contribution of the migrs to Australia,

in every possible way, and repeated that over and over again.
But they never did that. The popular media never gave a big
headline that the old attitude was wrong. This is why | think that
racism has never really been addressed in theian&lire, the
overt racism is no longer there, especially against the Italians;
but | maintain that it is there to be resurrected whenever. Al
you need to do is have a major international sporting
competition and the popular press is at it again with the
anachronistic jingoism. They love pointing out the fact that
Australia athletically punches above its weight. But then again,
what about intellectually? The facts about education in

L dza G N £ AL

identity
Was your Italian identity determinant in your interests and
cultural development?

KILLISY SR

02y OSy i NI

F'NBE RSLINBaaiAy3ay A i dtimpckahtd

| was always interested in the visual arts and music; the Italia

SNHzZLIi ® L cahthbationyisSudidamental i tdih. Tiha? wak veiybriard 2 ¢
g K G foriime.$ay fathiet, vindnihe/fnas obit hek: in 819204, véent o ;

Fig. 5ivo Vellar, 1967. In that year, Ivo was appointed the secon
assistant in the University Department of Surgenf{ai + A y C
Hospital, Fitzroymage courtesy of Ivo Vellar.

see a touring Italian Opera company and heard Toti Dal Monte
There was only a handful phesanihen, and they used to go

along to see them perform. He was not an educated man, bu
he had an interest in classical music. There were lots of thing
that made me proud of what the Italians had done in the arts. It

| A UvashrémarfO@ @t fnanyl 8f my Solleaguids fwdré Mitey
OK Iy Jigrdrand 6fzithis fedhtfbiitionY @ndlBpet thejzlwouFrdgdsdh

themselves as racially superior to everyone else! That belief we
based entirely ongnorance. And also | was very interested in
Italian football.

icSyou RIdw Itallak football even before the television era?
Yes! Do you remember when the Torino got wiped out in that
aeroplane crasfia knew all about that. | used to read all the
magaznes | could. | used to read the latest arrival from Italy
because there was always an endless stream of migrants th:
came from the same village: there were always cousins o
friends coming down. | read everything | could get my hands or
And | used to sethe Italian national team playing on newsreel.
In the postwar years the Italians at one stage drew with
England when they played in London. To me that was a
important day: | was proud to be an Italian.

You have maintained a strong Italian identity thughout 70
years in Australia.

CKFGQa NAIAKGD {2YS g2dd R &
people get all worked up about it. | would say: Why bother? Is i
0l Ol ¢ NRa®

81949.
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What was it like to uphold your Italian identity before
multiculturalism?

LQPS 0SSy ONARGAOAASR
OdzZt GdzN} £ N22dad 5SALAGS (KS
my roots. That was the driving force in the interview | gave in
the Heraldwhen | did final year medicirielhat rocked some of

my Australian friends and relatives. | think they were of the
2LAYAZ2Y GKFG YAINYyda
be outspoken. Some of them regarded themselves as cultured
because they used to go to all the symphony concerts and that
sort of suff, but | think they found it difficult to actually
appreciate the Italians: they never warmed to them. They really
found it hard to see beyond the cliché of Italians as people who
went around singing and eating spaghetti and knifing people.
That is whatl was up against then, and that experience has
formed my life. Even now, some of my close friends and
younger relatives find it difficult to understand me.

Can you tell us about the evolution of your Italian identity
over time?

| left the altopianowhen Iwas four; | went back in 1960 when |
was 26. Italy had changed a great deal in the meantime. But it
was interesting: when | went back, there was no change at all
because | felt | was going home. It was an incredible attitude. |
was speaking worse Italigiman | do now, which is bad enough:

| was speaking dialect with an accent that was really Anglo, and
Fff Y& KlIoAda o6SNB yz2i
foreign at all. It was quite amazing.

Italy has changed a lot since 1960: do you still fachome
there?

Yes, | do. | used to go back for a month at a time, and as an adult

| could see the defects: you had corruption, and you had the
0N} Aya GKId RARYyQI
on. It was not perfect. So what?

‘Loxd OfFAYSR KS 4t a |
sentiments 19 years after migrating to Australia.

Wy Sg

LdZAGNIEALFYQ

Do you feel at home in Australia?
| feel at home in Australia, but only as a professional. My social

0 S Ol dzi Scontacts With AiStraliaD/erdzieteRfar éaghing Now, waalé

thibd B plyethae By vied thelméjdrity of lialfarks Gréperfedt Q ¢
YR GKSNBFT2NB (KSe& OF yQi o
people with problems among the Italians too because that is
0KS KdzYly O2yRAUGAZ2Y® LF &2

aK2dA RTEFLOLBKESQILEI DEAaK2VRSAY &

no. Because | am not an Australian and | never will be al
Australian.

¢CKS g2NR G!dzAONITALFYE Aa
G! dz2AGNY E A/YSE @X0 | RSa@Sy ¢
Ydzt GAOdzZt GdzNF £ ! dZAGNI T Al € @
sense?

2 S{ fdifficulhbaciuie | do not regard myself in either camp.
| am definitely not and AngiBeltic Australian, and | am much
broader than the other camp. What am 1? | am an
AYUSNYFGAZ2YyIEAdA0d hNE LQY
faults, all the foible of a human being. But would you say that
racism is an integral part of being human? The answer is n
RSTAYAGStEe y200 ¢KFGQa | Ol
nameitci KS f 20 L R2y Qi GKAY]

In your life you havecrossed not only continents, but also
social classes.

L G t A Wwag & probugt Bf thévididking Elass amtizaRogidlidns hava N

0SSy 6AGK (GKS g2NyAy3a Of | a
just take them as | take them, not as they take themselves. | ar
not into tugging on the forelock, scraping the ground and all
that, definitely not. | take people as humaaifigs and | treat
GKSY G(KS gleé L GKAYy] GKSe
YS 6KIG (GKS@ GKAYy] lo2dad &

NHzy 2y G A NoB& mé afdlt exoeitd they PehaveSal racists, SaNiBvhall

am. |

YR GKFG KS NBGFAYSR
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a brief history of ar

italian alpine community

villa di tirano

by diego zoi¢
translated & with notes
by alan poletti

The two lectures given by Dr Diego Zoia in Villa di Tirano on 28 November 1997
December 1997 were published by Bislioteca Comunal&/illa di Tirano, entitled ‘An outlin
of the political, social and economic history of Villa di Tirano and its surroundings'. Dr Z
published widely on many aspects of the history of the Valtellina. Two of his most recen
arelLa cargacontrabbando in Valtellina e Valchiaverfmgth Massimo Mandelli) on smugglin
andVite e vino in Valtellina e Valchiaverorathe wine industry.

translator's introduction and apology

A surprising number of Australians and New Zealanders have,
like myself, antecedents who came not just from a small alpine
valley in Lombardy the valley of the upper Adda (the
Valtellina), but from a small region in that valley centred on the
town of Trano. Like many of us, | had only the haziest ideas
concerning this 'homeland' and its history. Visits to Valtellina in
1998 and subsequently have allowed me to understand
something of its present, but what of its history? In particular,
what of the histoy of the community of Villa di Tirano where
my grandfather was born? Fortunately, | did come across the
key. As all tourists from the antipodes with antecedents from
the valley must do, we visited thMuseo Etnograficcat
Madonna di Tirano and there | caraeross the little book of Dr
Zoia's two lectures. These lectures answered many of my
guestions, but they do have a wider appeal and for this reason, |
have translated them. | have also added a map and several
photographs to illustrate the environment thexists today.

Villa di Tirano lies a few kilometres to the soeutbst and
downstream from the town anccomuneof Tirano. Both
comunilie near the confluence of the Poschiavino and Adda
rivers a few kilometres south of the Swiss border. The part of
the waershed of the Adda that lies in Sondrio Province is

referred to as the Valtellina while most of the course of the
Poschiavino is iBwitzerland, with itheadwaters south of the
Bernina Pass.

Although the lectures focused on one snealinune much of
the material applies equally to most of the other snaalnuni

in Sondrio and even to many others it is the alpine arc that lie:
at Italy's northern border.

Dr Zoia could assume that his audience were familiar with man
things, the significance of which is quite unclear to those who
live on the other side of the earth. | have therefore added some
notes. Italian words are generally written asntrada Latinor
dialect words asrasega'.The wordcomuneis often used. It is
the smallest unit of local government in Italy. The Lombardy
Region of Italy, with a population of around 9 million people,
consists of eleven Provinces, of which Sondrio is one. Samdrio
its turn is comprised of 78muni.The population of Sondrio
Province is about 100,000, while the population of Vila di
Tirano, one of theomuni,s about 3000.

As well adootnotes, | have added some comments in square
brackets: falic§. With a diferent audience in mind, | have
translated the first lecture quite freely. My translation of the
second lecture follows Dr Zoia's lecture much more closely.

IHSJTALIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY JOURNAL VOLUMEI®Y 20



OROBICO ALPS

Aprica

Fig. 1Map of Villa di Tirano.The comune of Villa di Tirano li
between the comune @&ianzone to its west and Madonna di Tira
(part of the comune of Tirano) to its east. Switzerland lies ol
northem border, while to the south it reaches almost to Aprica in
saddle of the pass of the same name. The main setiement, V
Tirano,is on the northem side of the Adda. Once it was entirely
the higher ground above the valley floor, but that is no longer
case. Stazzona, south of the Adda is the next largest settlement
di Tirano lies at an altitude of 406 metres, whilgtsonorth, the

peaks of the Retico Alps culminate in Pizzo Bernina (in Switze
4050 metres) and to its south, the peaks of the Orobico Alps,
many peaks approaching or over 3000 metiemge courtesy of
Alan Poletti.

wednesday 28 neember 1997
outline of the history of villa di tirano

roman times
The first mention of Villa di Tirano dates from Roman times,
although the zone was certainly inhabited and travelled over
well before that, as is attested by the discovery of Bronze Age
daggers found at Piattamaland astelé of the same period
found in Tirano during excavations for the construction of the
new commercial centre. In 1872, a funestallewas discovered
on the river flats near Stazzdrdating most probably from the
1% century AD with an epigraph dedicated by Medusa to a sister
Cussa, daughter of Greco and to Pontico, son of Germano
Camuni.

stazzona
The inscription confirms the hypothesis that the word &taa
RSNA@GS&sS a Ay Ylye

! Piattamala is a small settement in the Poschiavo valley near
Campocologno, just on the Swiss border.

2 A block of stone with an faription on it.

% Stazzona, on the south bank of the Adda is across the river from the
main settlement of Villa di Tirano.

which indicates a stopping place along a road running betweel
military posts.

Certainly Stazzona was positioned on a Roman road. The ro:
most probably descended from Aprica, or at thatdicame
from Piangembro, where inscriptions from Roman times have
been found. This road led from Cividate Comuna (the ancier
W/ A DA G a)tdCoird daxbss thdlBeérfina pass.

Although the name is no longer used, Cosseto, an area withi
Stazzona, ipossibly named after the Cussa of the epigraph. Ir
the same locality the remains of a tower are still present above
the built up area. This certainly preceded the fortifications
which existed in the area after 1000AD and probably date:
from the Roman perith

placenames: a further orientation

A Inthe vicinity of Villa di Tirano, the valley of the Adda rive
(the Valtellina) runs roughly norast to southvest.

A Aprica (1140 m) is the mountain pass over the Orobico Alps
from the Val di Corteno (and thence from Val Camonica) to
the Valtellina.

A Piangembro is about 1km north of Aprica.

Al ABARFGS [ 2Ydzy/t A& |
Camonica.

A Caira is Chur in Switzerland, in earlier times callzoia
Rhetorum’

=
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villa di tirano

A clue as to the origin of the name of Villa di Tirano comes fror
an epigraph near the church of San Giovanni in Borno (i

NBE&aOAI U RSRAOI ( Sps franethisinam® S
comes the name th’f 2 Odza ofSTirand theyide Tirano.
AW Aasf at that time, the site of the main residence of a
Roman citizen giving its name to the place. The origin of th
name is therefore derived from the residence afwealthy
Roman citizen. Villa di Tirano spreads along the slopes of t
Retico Alps. The church of San Lorénas probably built near
the early centre.

GKS WNRYLI Y
CKAE WYw2 Yl yQ °dehthdsrtdn: thetdda rarf ;
beneath it util the first decade of the 1800s and it would have
been on the old Roman road, which ran from the village of
Stazzona to ViflaAlthough the present bridge is probably of

* San Lorenzo, an early Christian martyr was roasted alive on a mel
grid. In paintings of him, he is generally depicted withdaisce.

> Atthe time of the lectures this was indeed so, however in 2001, it wa:
restored’. We rather prefer if as if was. It is tempting to associate the
inSvehen theTAILE changBdfiseourdé B the otfrer sieof iR valldh
to that of the great landsliel from the slopes of Monte Masuccio in
1807. However, it is more likely that this course change took place &
the time of a subsequent flood in 1817.

® Locally, the name is often shortened to this, but with over 400 towns
in Italy with names beginning witlvilla, it can be confusing.
Correspondingly, a person (or people) from Villa di Tiranwillssco

(or villasch) while for Tirano the corresponding terms &ranese(or
tiranes).
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medieval construction, it is possible that it replaced one from
Roman times.

[ “u

Fig. 2The medieval bridge at Villa di Tirano photographed in 1
before its restoration’ in 200lmage courtesy of Alan Poletti.

medieval period
In the early medieval period, around th& &entury, the first
structure dedicated to San Lorenzo formed the nucleus of the
parish church. San Lorenzo was certainly in existence iff'the 9
century when Valtellina was assigned by the Carolingians to the
French monastery of Saint Denis and, for tingt time, the
parish of Villa appears expressly mentioned in a document. The
church of San Martino, between Villa and Bianzone, can also be
attributed to the same period. San Martino was in fact a saint
dear to the French and dedications to him of chusclie
Valtellina are generally before 1000AD. The church is indeed
quite old and one finds mention of it in deeds of the"13
century. Ruins, amongst the oldest existing in the area, near the
hill of San Fedele, about 1km noghst of Stazzona, are
probably those of a small monastery that dates to well before
1000AD. It was, perhaps, a dependency of a monastery of the
same name in Como.

The church of SS. Giacomo and Filippo on the hill overlooking
Stazzona dates from the beginning of thd' t8ntury or tre

last decades of the preceding one. This was the church within
the encircling walls of the new casfleastello nuovpbuilt by

the feudal lords of the bishop of Como, ti@apitanei di
Stazzona Their oldest castle, of which there are almost no
traces, wa almost certainly built near MottaAnother early
castle was built by the bishop of Como in the locality of
Lughind, probably where the tumbledown barracks of the
Customs Officersuardia di Finanzas today. It is mentioned

in parchment documents ovemany centuries but has now
faded from oral memory.

" Motta is a small settlement on the main road from Aprica, about 3
kmbefore it meets the Adda.

8 Lughina (altitude 1460 metres) is about 2km directly north of Villa di
Tirano and right on the Swiss border.

) -

Fig. 3Thecampanilgdating to the 1% or 18" century) of the church
of San Lorenzo, Villa di Tirano, with some of the terraced vine'
on the south facing slopes of the Retico Alps in the backgrc
Image courtesy of Alan Poletti.

the settlements
Early settlements are documented in the ficeinturies after
1000AD but they certainly existed before then. They were
situated near the Adda River but on the lowest slopes of the
Orobico and Retico Alps, above the marshy valley bottom. A
well as Stazzona itself, the first intensively inhabitedgslagere
on the Orobico slopes nearby. They would be intensively
inhabited until at least the end of the 1600s, but even as late a:
the end of the 1800s. Although not permanently settled, there
were also the alpine pastures on the Orobico slopes abov
Stazpna and those at Trivigno further to the east.

Fig. 4The valley of the Adda with part of Villa di Tirano and
Orobico Alps taken from near the contrada of Novaglia. The g
have just descended from a visit to the ruibadacksof the Guardia
di Finanza at Lughinemage courtesy of Alan Poletti.
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On the Retico slopes, as well as the lularea of San Lorenzo
with its parish church, there was tlwntrada Rayno (which
means spider). Its name does not derive from the way in which
Al A& fFAR 2dziz I a
Arane®? O UGKS LX I OS
Poschiavino River. Tleentradaof Val Pilasca was existence
from at least the beginning of the 1200s. From this, perhaps,
comesW@I f £ S . & imdcBes tfoh degu@ting barley
grains from the chaff and for separating the husks from the
chestnuts were usually set up together in the same millviSon
and the presentontradaof Derada are probably even older.
Also present were Pioda and Campagha.thiis paragraph,

Zoia is moving down the Adda valley from the confluence of the

Poschiavino River and following the old ‘'main road' which kept
to the slopes above the valley floor. In Villa, as in all other Italian

towns, the name of a street can change several times in a few

hundred metres. The names of many of the streets in Villa
remind us of the different contrade and their locglity

On the slopesabove Villa di Tirano were theontrade of
Novaglia (which was cultivated by the monks of San Réfhigio
and Santa Perpettd, Santa Perpetua and the hamlet
(fraziong of Canova, which is today abandoned. The alpine
pastures on the slopes of the Retico Alpgsre Lughina and
Frantelone. These now mostly lie across the border in
Switzerland.

land ownership
Most of the land at that time was the property of religious
institutions: the Bishop of Como (and his lords of the manor in
the parish ¥ I LJA YitheaBish Ghurch of San Lorenzo and

the monasteries of San Remigio and Santa Perpetua. These

latter were not entirely of a religious nature, having lodgings
mainly for lay peoplenfiaking a pilgrimage to the church of
Santa Perpetia

The properties of th Bishop were administered by officials (the
chamberlains) chosen from among the most illustrious
personages of the most influential families living in the area: the

Boconge (and the Capitanei), the Beccaria, the Torelli and finally

the Lambertenghi familis who we will discuss below.

The Capitanei of Stazzona. were invested as almost feudal lords

for the defence of the parish (the surname comes from their
feudatory status- W capite plebl@ @apithnd. It is still
possible to observe the ruins of themain castle dastello
nuovg above Stazzona, although it was largely dismantled in
1527 by the new lords: the Grigioni. TBapitaneivere owners

® Acontradais a district (or quarter) of a town or city. The famBatio

of Sienna is a race between horses whiepresent the different
contradeof that city

1% Now in Switzerland, at an altitude of 1800 m, it has a commanding
view over Lake Poschiavo. The church still exists.

1 A pleasant 20 minute walk froontradaRagno brings you to the
delightful litle church dating from the Trentury which once formed
part of this monastery. From it is a wonderful view over the Basilica of
Madonna di Tirano and Tirano itself.

of extensive properties in Bianzone as well as Villa and Tirar
until the 1300s but with the decline of themporal power of
the Bishop of Como, they were superseded byabsauneof

a2YS im Yl 3 e &izens dfdzimo ardBfter 138% &1 of [Valtalina yexcluding
2F TNR2IA0I T athastioimally, thé cadie2ob Tedlid pagsat toftHe YurRhy y

Milan'2,

the lambertenghi
In the 1200s and 1300#e first members of the Lambertenghi
family arrived on horseback at Stazzona. For centuries the
were to be the most important family of the region. Safely
backed by their kinsman, Leone Lambertenghi, a notec
horseman, who remained for many years thrbupe 1200s
and 1300s at the seat of the bishopric at Como, some membel
of the family relocated to Stazzona as administrators of the
property and concerns of the church at Como. Definite news o
them again appears at the beginning of the 1400s when the!
gradually increased their influence and their holdings.

The Lambertenghis belonged to one of the most illustrious
families of Como. Their relocation into the city's surrounding
countryside allowed the members of the family to become the
Wominilo!d O NHA SNE 2F (GKS LX I OS
the rural communities belonging to Como, there existed two
Fdzy RF YSy Gl £ a2 OXnofdilior Gifadinfiahd a
the farmers(vicinior contadini) These had equal rights in the
managenent of community affairs. When, as in the case of Ville
di Tirano, there was only one noble family, the members of it
gSNBE OF ft SR KSR 2Nkt yHANLHS v
confirmed in 1495 in the deed which was accepted by Ascani
Sforza®, at tha time Ruler of Valtellina, in which the three
originalcomuniof Villa, Stazzona and Coseto were merged intc
onecomuneconsisting of five cantons.

The deed is of particular interest because of problems cause
by the merging of ownership. To put an endttese and other
controversies concerning the subject of taxes, the
representatives of the threeomuniand of the Lambertenghis
asked that a singleomune to be known as Stazzona, be
granted Thus was established the relationship on equal term:
between he Lambertenghis and the farmers, even in such
matters as the appointment of chaplains of churches in the
mergedcomune

Meanwhile, in the second half of the 1300s, there was ar
administrativereorganisation in the Valtellina, under which it

gl a

being Tirano. Inevitably, this increased its importance at the
expense of Villa di Tirano, which was the centre of the parish.

also had te advantage of being less dispersed. The
construction of the town walls in the last decades of the 1400s

12 First to the Visconti family until 1447 and thie the Sforza family, of
whom the most prominent was Ludovico i Moro (1452508),
responsible for the fortification of Tirano in 1498.

'3 A Cardinal, the brother of Ludovico il Moro
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and the building of the church of the Blessed Virgin Mary
were to complete the work. Tirano became undeniably more
important and its detachment fromeligion and from the
foundation church [San Lorenzo] was litle more than a
formality which ratified the supremacy of Tirano.

grigioni, 15121797
From 1512, the Valtellina passed under the dominion of the
Grigiont®, who would preserve the remarkable autany that
the community enjoyed. Villa with its five cantons was naturally
included and around 1560 it was given its own statute (alas now
lost). This was superseded in 1659 by a new one that regulated
the life of the community in detail.

This defined thenethod of election to public office: all males
between 25 and 60 years of age were eligible with a prohibition
on reelection for 10 years. The most important official was the
5S | Decan®¥ > SljdzA @I £ Sy i
Council through anixed system (a drawing of lots by those who
had obtained the most votes). The Council was, in turn,
constituted of three representatives from each Canton. Various
other officials, of which perhaps the most important was the
Notary (Notaio) or Actuary, ssured the functioning of the
communal institutions. The guardianship of the territory was
very thorough, with rigid restrictions for all the harmful activities
and a careful system of checks.

Economic activities from agriculture to commerce were also
strictly regulated. In particular, the prices of products widely
consumed (bread, wine, meat) were fixed annually by the
Council. The same Council resolved the numerous
infringements based on the verbal or declaratory evidence of
the watchmen. Public works we completed by means of
work, usually voluntary, contributed by those who would
benefit (usually too, the landowners had to maintain the roads).
All these regulations remained in force up to the end of the
1700s and, in some cases, until th& dentury.

wine industry
During the Grigione period (151Z97) there was remarkable
development in the wine industry throughout thEre Leghe
(the Grigione Canton). The development was particularly
important on the slopes of the Retico Alps where the wine
producedwas of superior quality, whereas that cultivated on
the slopes above Stazzona produced a wine more suitable for
local consumption. That, perhaps, connected with other things,
led to a shift from Stazzona to Villa, mostly in the 1500s, of the
houses of themost important families, in particular the
Lambertenghi.

1% The Basilica of Madonna di Tirano on the westem outskirts obTiran
This was constructed where a certain Mario Omodei saw a vision of
the Blessed Virgin Mary on 29 September 1504. It has ever since been
a place of pilgrimage.

15 The Italian word for the inhabitants of the Gratibunden Canton of
Switzerland with its capitalChur. Since the Grigioni were Protestant
while the Valtellinesi were Catholic, Valtellina could have been said to
be on the front line in the wars of religion, with a doleful result.

G2 | al &

taxes

In this period, taxes were levied aimost exclusively on the valu
of real estate and every year values were assessed. The wo
Wi | @) hds @mained in the dialect to mean meeting the
cost of community taxes. There were no significant social ol
economic developments in this period except for the collapse
of the population as a result of the 1630 plague, which causet
some of the alpine pastures to be abandoned. During the 1700
the populdion increased again.

Fig. 5Chiesa San Lorenzo, in Piazza Torelli, Vila di Tirano, S
Provincelmage courtesy of Alan Poletti.

churches
By the end of the 1700s, the ecclesiastical heritage wa
complete. Here, Dr Zoia listed 13 churclasl gave possible
construction dates. Four of these whose dates of constructio
range from the earliest times to the&entury are}:

1. The Parish Church of San Lorenpdilla di Tiranp
probably first begun in the"8or 9" centuries. The bell
tower is 14th or 1%' century, the church was
reconstructed in the 17 century (with successive
rebuilding in the 1800s)

2. Church of San Antonio of Padaviilla di Tiranp18"
century

3. Church of S. AbbondidStazzonpbefore the 1500s,
rebuilt in the 1600s.

4. Church of the Madonna of the Snowon the hill
above Stazzojal8" century on top of an earlier
smaller structure (at least {&entury)

cisalpine republic
In 1797, Valtellina became part of the Cisalpine Republic. Tt
existing social and economic bate was disrupted. Population
growth also played a role. Heavily increased taxes dragge
many farming families into poverty. The traditional wine trade
was also radically changed. The new borders reduced the trac
with Switzerland and increased the demdod cheaper wine
of an inferior quality to sell to the towns of Lombardy. This
caused quality to decrease. Unsuitable areas were brought int
cultivation and the agricultural classes were impoverished.
Valtelina was becoming part of a centralised statéh w
compulsory conscription that took many of the fit young men
from agricultural work.
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rebellion
The social situation became notably worse and there were big
protests and even open rebellioiihe most significant episode
was in 1809 when there was a revolt against the French that
was centred on the zone between Sondrio and Tirano. This
culminated in a battle on the plain below Villa di Tirano on 14
May between bands of disorganised and poariyed rebels
and the troops of general Polfranceschi, who were disciplined
and armed with canon. After the battle, 17 rebels lay dead on
the field, 10 of whom were from Villd=fom an analysis of the
church records, Dr Zoia concluded that most were matur
people and thgtthey certainly did not participate in the rising
through youthful ardour or high spirits but were driven by
desperate need.

Fig. 6 The ruined barracks o
the Guardia di Finanza a
Lughina.

Note its commanding position
high abovethe path to the
border.Image courtesy of Alar
Poletti.

smugglers ¢ontrabbandier]
Driven by the same need, in this period there began the social
phenomenon that has characterised tti@nesiand villaschj
particularly into our own times that of snuggling. Already in
1806 the first death is verified:

GDAZ2@I YyYyA wSaidlI nH
and not a landowner, having left behind four young
children... | put in evidence that the aforesaid Resta was
wounded yesterday towards the tioof 10 pm on the
mountain of Novaglia situated in tHiZomuneby a shot
from a firearm fired by a customs officer in the course
of his duty... And that he came from abroad with some
aF RRfS ol 3a

Even the bureaucratic prose of the $taffficial in Villa cannot
hide the sad story. In this case, as with the rebels, we are
certainly not dealing with a wild young man in search of glory.
The phenomenon then spread so much that two years
afterwards there came down the footpath from Santagdetua

6 &Sy Ws S Rdsitigstil talfedl t@HSyynio than 100
armed smugglers of saltS§lt was heavily taxed and was
needed by both the contadini and their aninjaksis easy to
understand how it was that the people rose up in open
rebelion the following year.

2F F2NBAIY &b GxXé

Fig. 7In some places above Villa di Tirano, the old paths can s
found. This one was climbing towards Novaglia and would
witnessed mangontrabbandieriwith their carga al spallonfa pack
of up to 40 kg on their backinage courtesy of Alan Poletti.

But worse was still to come. Between 1815 and 1820, famin
reduced all of Valtellina to the limits of despair. The new
Austiand 2 @SNy YSy i G221 o0Sft | GSF
tragic situation and sought to intervene by undertaking a
number of public works. In the second decade of the 1800s
new road over the Stelvio pass (2758 m) was constructec
partly for strategic means,nd stop banks were constructed
along the Adda. Later, around 1850, the road for Aprica tha
passed through Motta was remade. Even later, in the secon
half of the century, the work of reconstructing the existing
irrigation canals began.

terrible effect of grapevine diseases

&SI NAE 2l e 18408 aNSEdesSAR diseakes &tidck. THese divouldl BINNG

destroy viticulture in the Valtellina, the only source of income
for many peasant farming families. These were powdery
mildew € Q 3, Ad&ky2 mildew l& peronospora and late
phylloxera. The 1800s were pretty brutal years for the poor.

the kingdom of italy
The situation did not even improve with the entry into the
Kingdom of Sardinia in 1859 and into the Kingdom of Italy it
1861. For many, smuggling became the only wayutave.
This continued even after 1880 when the disposition of the
customs posts and the intervention of the customs officers
(quardia di finanza became ever more onerous with new
deaths, new convictions and forced residence in a distant town
(invii al ©nfing).

emigration
Emigration became the only safety valve with the odyssey o
departures for America, for Australia and, in more fortunate
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