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Italian migration to Australia during the late
nineteenth century brought men of great distinc-
tion,vision and talent, with a particular energy
and inspiration inclined towards the formation of
the Australian nation.* However, one man, whose
name and contribution seems to remain lost in
[talian-Australian history, is that of count
Giovanni Pulle.

Count Giovanni Pulle

Count Giovanni Pulle’s life reflected that of a
man who would be termed an ethnic ‘elite™ today.
He was in close contact with the Italian commu-
nity and general community issues, and an
immigrant who, like many others of his time,
took pride in contributing to the development of
Australia.” His belief in the prosperous future of
the Australian nation went hand in hand with
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his devotion to his Italian heritage. This is
apparent through the many ventures he man-
aged and financed, the risks he took and what we
have left of his ‘voice’ through his editorial work
and his descendants’ memories. His unshakable,
bi-cultural approach to work, community and
family life may also be interpreted as being influ-
enced by his own particular family heritage.

The Pulle Family Ancestry

Rudolph Bell* has suggested that the continuity
of the family is historically a critical theme for
[talian families and that survival of the family
was assured by continuance of the family name,
generation after generation. Count Giovanni
Pulleé’s emigration from Modena to Brisbane in
1876 was no exception in his family’s recorded
history. The Pullé family tree’ not only reveals
that count Giovanni Pullé was born into a family
of centuries-old distinction with a history of
migration, but that he personally bore the par-
ticular tradition of the Pullé’s ancestrial achiev-
ments through his name, ‘Giovanni’; ‘in the suc-
cessive appearance of [Pulle’s], the name
Giacomo and those of Giovanni, Felice and
Lorenzo, are frequently repeated from grandfa-
ther to grandson, showing the line of descent and
uniqueness of the Pullé family in Belgium'.*

The Pullé family tree provides an elaborate col-
lection of memories of the Pullé’s in documents
and chronicles in the Low Lands region
[Belgium] from 1210 to 1600. The Pullé’s owned
castles and held jurisdiction during this period,
and today there are two villages, situated in the
Santhoven district, named after the Pullé’s and
dating back to the remotest period of antiquity.
The year 1280 features a ‘Giovanni Pulle’ as
proctor to Handcourt College in Paris, where he
commemorated the foundation of the college, and
it is from this Pullé ancestor that the tradition



of repeated names from grandfather to grandson
seems first to occur.

The Pullé family’s noble status is mirrored from
the family crest. The rooster is a ‘bird of battle’
and a ‘symbol of soldierly courage and religious
aspirations’.” The Pulle motto states: ‘Pol en
vaillance est lion” — the courageous cock is as
fierce as the lion. Where the symbol of the lion is
representative of England, the rooster is trace-
able back to the Gauls."” In medieval times, two
Pullé brothers were noted in a letter from St
Joan of Arc for their valiant efforts in defending
France from invasions during the Loire battle of
1429. This appears to have resulted in the cloak-
ing of the Pulle family crest by King Charles of
France with the colour of dark blue and the three
golden lilies. The crest is topped with the crown
of the count.
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Pullé Family Crest

In 1567, during the Spanish wars and the
Inquisition under Philip II of Spain, Andrea
Poulle", Magistrate of Valenciennes, was behead-
ed — an act generally reserved only for nobility*
— for his Calvinist beliefs. Andrea’s sons,
Giovanni and Nicola fled to Verona in 1580,
bringing with them silk worms and mulberry
trees and becoming successful entrepreneurs:

they were noted amongst the Veronese patri-
cians. It was sometime after their immigration
that the family converted to Catholicism. This
‘Giovanni Pulle’ was given the title of count ‘with
rights of descent’ in 1660 by Carlo II, Duke of
Mantua; the noble title was again confirmed in
1787 by the superintendents of the City of
Verona and the Doge Alvise Mocenigo II; and
again in 1821 by the Sovereign Resolution in the
Lombardo-Veneto Kingdom. The Pullé family’s
involvement with the court of the Dukes of
Modena in the 1700s and 1800s is marked by
their participation in various roles as pages,
cadets, guards of honour and captains serving
under Francesco III, Ercole III, Francesco IV and
Francesco V, and including Carlo Augusto Pulle -
father of count Giovanni Pulle.

Count Giovanni Pulle

Count Giovanni Battista Attanasio Pullé was
born in Modena in 1854 and left Italy, at the age
of 22, during a revolutionary period in Italy’s
modern history. He had grown up during the
tumultuous years of the Risorgimento, the
Austro-Prussian-Italian war, the Franco-
Prussian war, debate on Church and State, the
Paris Commune, and enormous political, eco-
nomic and social upheaval. The effects of these
events would have surrounded him in his family
life. He inherited the ‘Pullé family identity’ — an
identity fuelled by the family’s distinguished
past”— and was a contributor to its future inter-
pretation in Australia over a century later among
his descendants.

Poverty and high unemployment were the major
factors contributing to consistent waves of emi-
gration from Modena and the surounding region
in the late 1800s and early 1900s." However,
Modena was also a city renowned for its political
volatility during the Risorgimento and was influ-
enced by the socialist and anarchist movements
of the 1860s and 1870s'. Many fled as political
refugees'. About 285 Modenese are recorded as
having emigrated between 1876 and 1878."

From the Australian colonial perspective, from
about 1873, John Glyn, the then emigration
agent appointed for Italy, advertised the benefits
of emigration to New Zealand and Queensland.”
Emigration was also encouraged in Italy by both
the Melbourne Italian Consulate and a ‘long
term Italian resident of Queensland’.' Bishop
Quinn’s vision for Queensland’s progress also
made an impact on the lives of certain Italian
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men who migrated to Australia during this peri-
od.” Quinn’s evident ‘love for things Italian’ and
his inclusion of tolerance and cultural pluralism
as a part of his outlook for his role in Brisbane”
manifested in his inviting notable Italians to
Queensland in the early 1870s. In 1876, William
Kirchner resumed his role as the official emigra-
tion agent for Queenlsand on the European con-
tinent and supervised the dispatch of two
German ships, the Reichstag and the
Lammerschlagen from Hamburg to Australia,
also in that year.”

Count Giovanni Pullé was one of the many emi-
grants selectively recruited by Queensland’s emi-
gration agent for Germany and Southern
Europe.” Among 28 compatriots and 213 other
passengers, he sailed a 115 day journey on the
Reichstag from Hamburg on 13 June 1876 and
arrived in Brisbane on 6 October 1876.* At this
time there were somewhere between 88 (1871)
and 250 (1881) Italians in Queensland.”

Colonial Queensland

It is important to note the somewhat resistant
attitude of the British-Australian colonial offi-
cials towards Continental European immigration
during this period. The preference tended to be
reserved for British migration. For instance,
Yvonne McLay states that in the 1860s Bishop
Quinn had hoped to secure the inclusion of Italy
in his Queensland Immigration Society because,
up until then, ‘the hostility of the government
had precluded much encouragement of Italian
migrants’.” There had also been a lull in foreign
emigration to Queensland after 1874 in spite of
an arrangement for a remaining 1,625 adult emi-
grants made between the then Agent General,
Mr Daintree, and the German shipping company
of Mr Sloman, as pointed out by Mr Kirchner in
a letter on 13 April 1876 to the Colonial
Secretary.” On 15 September 1876, the Agent
General, Mr Macalister, wrote to the Colonial
Secretary about the matter of resuming migra-
tion from Europe, stating that:
.. if the Government of Queensland are pre-
pared to do so, a very large number of persons
and families consisting of French, Germans,
Danes and others may be obtained. I cannot
see, however, that I should be certified in
extending Emigration of a continental charac-
ter beyond that which for many years has had
existed [in] the sending out of approved
German Emigrants... I would, however,
express an opinion that in no case should

Continental Emigrants be placed in a better
position than those forwarded from Great
Britain and Ireland.®

The main concern with Italian migrants seems to
have been the capacity for them to find work, a
difficulty not presumed likely for British emi-
grants, as clearly stated in the 1874 Annual
Report of the Agent General for Emigration to
Queensland.® However, one area where much
growth was needed was the Survey Office of the
Queensland Lands Department. As Mary
Woolcock remarks: ‘Queenslanders were primar-
ily concerned with material progress. The land
waited to be explored and exploited’.” Before
Queensland came into its own as a separate
colony, the Survey Department of New South
Wales had been responsible for the effective
development of the Crown Lands right along the
east coast. In a letter to Sir John S. Pakington,
Duke of Newecastle in London, the New South
Wales Governor General, Sir Charles Fitzroy,
describes the ‘insurmountable difficulties’ and
the need for men to assist in the field operation
of the colony’s Survey Department.” He goes on
to suggest that:
the Land and Emigration Commissioners
should be requested to send out such numbers
of young unmarried men as will supply the
deficiency, and that these men should come
out under and engagement to survive in the
Survey Department for a period of not less
than two years after their arrival in the
colony.™

In all, thirty men were requested, but only twen-
ty-three responded to the Colonial Land and
Emigration Office advertisements in Britain sev-
eral months later. In an enclosure with the
Duke’s dispatch, Britain’ s Land and Emigration
Commissioners, Messrs Murdoch and Wood,
indicated that the numbers required for the
colony were low ‘owing partly to the improved
rates of wages in this country, and partly to their
expectation that they would obtain in Australia
better remuneration than that which has been
offered them for the present service’.” It is likely,
then, that this predicament may have instigated
action in seeking strong and skilled labour fur-
ther abroad than Britain in the ensuing years.

Taking over from the explorers, the surveyors
and staff of the Survey Office in Queensland had
a multitude of functions.” ‘Pressure of settle-
ment in the 1860s and 1870s had involved the



Lands Department in a heavy program of sur-
veying new land, arranging for the sale of Crown
lands, particularly in the towns and cities, and
managing all the business connected with selec-
tions’.” Inherent in the successful progress of
Queensland’s free settlement was the sale of
Crown Lands, in which the talents of
Lithographic Draftsmen were instrumental.

Pullé and Queensland’s Survey Office

Count Giovanni Pullé commenced work as a
Lithographic Draftsman for the Survey Office of
the Queensland Lands Department on the 1
January 1877, two months after his arrival in
Brisbane. His employment lasted for a period of
five years and nine months before his resignation
on the 1 October 1882. His initial annual salary
was £100, but this increased to £150 after his
application for a salary rise eleven months later.
While Pullé’s commitment and expertise in this

line of work were no doubt unquestionable™, and
although his annual salary was healthy, he was
to be confronted with resistance to his acceptance
as an ‘equal’. His letter of the 27 February 1882
to the Acting Surveyor General, William Alcock
Tully, in which he requested a review of his pro-
posal for a salary increase, indicates an injustice
occuring at his expense:

. what I more feelingly and regretfully
observed, it was to see my name on the Staff
List gradualy [sic] sink to the bottom, and sev-
eral Gentlemen that came after me, appointed
above me, and two junior officers actually
passed over my head. Not that I in any way
wish to depreciate their claims, but that I con-
sider mine to be equal.”

Regarding Pulle’s salary, Queensland’s Blue
Books detail the oversight that Pulle had both
encountered and requested to be reviewed,
through a line of staff members from 1878 to 1882:

SALARIES PER ANNUM
Staff Member 1878 1879 1880 1881 1882
A. Westbrook Ham £125 £150 £150 £175 £200
J. William Brown £125 £150 £150 £175 £200
Arnold Vivian Thomas £150 £150 £150 £150 £175
G. Pulle £150 £150 £150 £150 £150
William Munro - - - E £150
Charles F. Parkinson - - - E £150
James R.L. Zillman - - - - £175

Table 1: Queensland Blue Books 1978-1882: Queensland State Archives

The above table shows that Pulle’s salary had not
been revised between 1878 and 1882, unlike those
of his colleagues. Indeed, while no mention of
racial discord is made in this correspondence
between him and Mr Tully, no other reasons were
given to sufficiently meet any appreciation of the
situation, therefore urging Pullé to submit his res-
ignation in 1882 ‘to enable me |Giovanni Pulle] to
better my position otherwise’.”

It is important to bear in mind that count
Giovanni Pullée was a man who saw himself as a
British Subject, having sworn his allegiance on
the 1 July 1878, and having married a local born
woman of Irish/Scottish heritage, Eliza Sarah
McFarlane, on 19 November 1879, fathering two
daughters by the time of his resignation from the

Survey Office. In fact, his second application for
promotion in February 1882, came at a time when
his wife was pregnant with their second child.
This letter reveals his concern as being the sole
income earner of the family, by his stating: ‘I may
not have the right to state that I have a family to
support’.® It would appear that he saw no differ-
ence in himself, his skills and his loyalty to the
Survey Office of the Lands Department, as to
those of his colleagues.

While Pulle was already a member of the Societa
dei Naturalisti before arriving in Queensland —
thus suggesting he had at least begun the study of
surveying in Italy — the non-recognition he
received for promotion may in part be due to the
changes in surveyor regulations.* The history of
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the procurement of surveyors through immigra-
tion and their conditions of employment being
required for at least two years, may have also
contributed to the lack of support for Pulle’s pro-
motion. However, Pullé may have not hidden the
fact that he was interested in his fellow Italians.
Not long after arriving, and during his employ-
ment with the Survey Office, he took an active
role in the improvement of conditions for Italian
emigrants — a theme to be reflected throughout
his life — as the treasurer for the Societa di
Patronato e Mutuo Soccorso tra gli Italiani nel
Queensland."

Pullé’s Entrepreneurial Pursuits

After resigning from the Survey Office, count
Giovanni Pulle then did what many Italian
immigrants did as soon as possible after arrival
due to this ‘blocked mobility*: he moved into
small business, launching his new career by a
return to Modena in 1883 to invite investment in
an import-export proposal.* This move is a recog-
nised phenomenon of Italian migrants during
this period of history. For example, in Canada
between 1885 and 1915, many Italian migrants
were regarded as ‘ethnic entrepreneurs™: and in
Argentina, from about 1898 to 1911, they were
seen as the ‘self-made men’* They were suc-
cessful because they ‘formed part of the elite of
the colony by virtue of the trust they commanded
from the grass roots, and of the intermediary role
they played between the immigrants and the
goods and services they purveyed'. In Australia.
many Italian migrants also reacted to what some
studies have found to have been an environment
‘characterised by friction and distrust’”. As Jock
Collins suggests : ‘Italians move into small busi-
ness because of discrimination, downward social
mobility or unacceptable experiences in the
Australian labour market as wage labourers™.

In 1885 count Giovanni Pulle established an
Italian-Australian commercial company, G.Pulle
& Co, managing the importation of Italian com-
modities, such as small goods and furniture, and
the exportation of wool, tallow and hides”. In
1887 he branched out as a coffee shop proprietor
of the Coffee Palace Restaurant in Brisbane
city”. Two years later he moved into the new
industry of wine and brandy distilling with the
opening of the Fairfield Wine and Distillery Co.
for a period of seven years, having gained a spe-
cial amendment bill to the Distilleries Act of
1849 to allow more flexibility in licensing”. He
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also  specialised in rope manufacturing in
1892.* In 1896, count Giovanni Pullé became the
manager of both the Southern Queensland Meat
Exports Co. Ltd. in Bulimba and of the Acme
Meat Preserving Company in South Brisbane
until the turn of the century, when he moved his
family and his company (producing tinned fruit
and meat preserves™) to Sydney. Five years later,
Pullé changed the name of his company to the
Excelsior Macaroni Company, specialising in
spaghetti-making, as a family business*. The
company was managed by his children after his
death on 4 November 1920, eventually closing in
the 1950s when still under the management of
his youngest son, count Guido Pullé. Count
Guido Pulle managed the factory towards the
end under the name of Roma Spaghetti.
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Excelsior Macaroni Company

In Sydney, count Giovanni Pullé continued his
interest in the affairs of Italian immigrants®. He
and Dr Quinto Ercole (an Italian doctor and
socialist from Teramo) established Australia’s
first bi-lingual Italian newspaper, LTtalo-
Australiano (1905-1909)*, as co-editors. The pur-
pose of the newspaper was to promote the ‘fur-
therance of friendly commercial reunions to the
Commonwealth of Australia and the kingdom of
Italy™, but Pulle and Ercole also reported widely
on issues of immigration. For example, one of
the ventures they researched and campaigned
for was the establishment of an Italian argricul-
tural immigration project to assist in the devel-
opment of Australia’s resources and population
increase™. Four years after the folding of LTtalo
Australiano, Pullé set up Oceania (1913-1915),
along with his son-in-law, Antonio Folli, and with
A.P. Rinoldi”. The aim of this second bi-lingual
Italian newspaper was both educational and a
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marketing tool for the Italian community, to pro-
mote good will and understanding between Italy
and Australia, Australians and Italians: ‘Anglo-
Saxons — Australians included... between two
peoples which have in common so many ideals™.
In so doing, the editors and supporters of
Oceania aspired to sharing in the growth of
Australia through acceptance of their contribu-
tions, but to also continue to table issues such as
those affecting migrants"'.

Research on the Pullé Family Today

Martine Segalen™ makes the point that ‘family’ is
bound by cultural perceptions, meaning different
concepts to different people, and at different peri-
ods throughout history. An example is illustrat-
ed by Rudolph Bell”, who shows that ‘la famiglia’
particularly sustains a connection with the past
in times of radical change. He states:
‘Transcending all other factors — weather, wage
fluctuations, transportation and government reg-
ulation — was demographic experience, the needs
and abilities of members of la famiglia™. The
meaning of ‘family’ as reflecting the past was not
lost. It became symbolised through traditional

rituals, mythologised through stories and re-
inforced during times of crisis”. Family became
a refuge, a sanctuary against the evils of the
world: on the one hand, it provided shelter and
protection during the experience of isolation and
strangeness; on the other, it also demonstrated
flexibility to transform itself, negotiating identi-
ty in the migration process.

Recent interviews with members of the
Benvenuti, Maccheroni, Papi, Tenni and Quanchi
families® have shown the importance of traces of
family history and identity through stories,
newspaper cuttings on the family, family pho-
tographs, genealogies and other objects from
each family’s origins. In spite of being largely of
mixed ancestry, the descendants (from third to
fifth generations) of these nineteenth century
Italian (and Swiss Italian) immigrants” affirm a
strong sense of pride and an ‘embracing’ of the
Italian family identity. This is also the case with
count Giovanni Pullé’s descendants.

The extensive family history of the Pullés, dating
back to the 1200s, provides an initial point of ref-
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erence relevant to this family’s self perception
and identity, as well as the symbolic scope that is
present among the descendants of count
Giovanni Pullé in Australia today. Many of the
memories of Pullé’s Gordon Street home at
Brighton-le-Sands, where he and his family lived
and ran the Excelsior Macaroni Company, are
still clear for both third and fourth generation
descendants. They frequently visited Pulle’s chil-
dren (their aunts and uncles) during their own
years growing up, from the 1920s to the 1950s.
There were also voyages back to the family in
Italy by some second and third generations. (This
continued to be a practice by some fourth and
fifth generations). The way of life that was

embraced during count Giovanni Pulle’s lifetime
also appears to have been reflected decades later
in the lives of his grandchildren, and their chil-
dren and grandchildren, whom he knew only too
briefly or never met at all. Although of mixed
ancestry today, many Pullé descendants feel
more of an ‘Ttalian’ heritage than anything else.
An inquiry into the perceptions of ‘Italianness’
and the family identity, as transmitted through
the stories, memories and relationships of Pulle’s
descendants, as a possible legacy of his life, iden-
tity, influence and family history, today provides
us with new insights into Australia’s migration
history and Italo relations®.

Son/Daughter Date Of Birth Place of Birth

Ethel Virginia Maria 12 May 1881 Goodna, Qld

Margarita 1 August 1882 Bellavista Terrace, Toowonga, Qld
Leopoldo Charles Albert 27 December 1884 Florence Cottage, Breakfast Creek, Qld
Ivy Muriel Augusta 12 January 1887 Kent Street, The Valley, Qld

Irene Antoinetta 29 April 1889 Victoria Street, Fairfield (Distillery) Qld
Mario Livingstone Clemente 1 July 1891 Victoria Street, Fairfield (Distillery) Qld
Guido Giovanni Battista 19 June 1895 Brisbane, Qld

Table 2: By 1895 Giovanni and Sarah Pullé had had seven children.
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