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by LOUIS GREEN, FORMERLY READER IN HISTORY
LOUIS GREEN AT MONASH UNIVERSITY, IS A SPECIALIST IN

ITALIAN LATE MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE
HISTORY, HAVING PUBLISHED SEVERAL WORKS
ON THAT SUBJECT, INCLUDING CHRONICLE
INTO HISTORY. CASTRUCCIO CASTRACANI AND
LUCCA UNDER MANY MASTERS. IN 1995, HE
WAS COMMISSIONED TO PRODUCE A REGISTER
OF THE CORRESPONDENCE OF THE ITALIAN
CONSULATES IN AUSTRALIA FROM THEIR
ESTABLISHMENT UNTIL THE CAPITAL OF AUNITED
ITALY WAS MOVED TO ROME IN 1870. THIS WORK
WAS PART OF A LARGER PROJECT UNDERTAKEN
BY THE ITALIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO COPY
ON MICROFILM AND CATALOGUE ALL THE
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE ITALIAN
CONSULATES IN AUSTRALIA AND THE MINISTRY
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN ITALY FOR THE YEARS
1855 T0 1947, APPROXIMATELY 9,000 LETTERS
AND DOCUMENTS IN ALL, THE ORIGINALS OF
WHICHAREHOUSED INROME. CORRESPONDENCE
COVERING THE LATER PERIOD WAS CATALOGUED
BY GERARDO PAPALIA IN COLLABORATION WITH
LOUIS GREEN. THE ARTICLE PRINTED HERE WAS
INTENDED TO BE THE INTRODUCTION TO THE
REGISTER COVERING THE EARLY PERIOD. SINCE
THIS IS NOW TO APPEAR NOT IN BOOK FORM
BUT AS A RESOURCE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE
ITALIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, TO BE ACCESSED
BY COMPUTER, THIS INTRODUCTION IS BEING
ISSUED SEPARATELY AS A COMPANION TO THAT
DATA BASE WHICH WILL ENABLE RESEARCHERS
TO ACCESS THE COLLECTION AND READ BOTH
THE REGISTER AND COPIES OF THE ORIGINAL
CORRESPONDENCE ON COMPUTER.

When Camillo Cavour, Chief Minister and
Minister of Foreign Aftairs of the Kingdom of
Sardinia, decided lo establish a consular post
for his state in the Australian colonies, he acted
as anyone might do today who wants to find
someone suitable to act as his agent in a foreign
country - he consulted his banker. Charles
Joachrim Hambro was a member of a Jewish
family which had first become prominent in the
financial world because of its loans to the Danish
crown and then by reason of the success of

the branch of the bank it set up in London. In
1851, when the Kingdom of Sardinia needed

to borrow large sums of money to repay debts
incurred in the recent war against Austria and 1o
meet the cost of the indemnities demanded of

it at the conclusion of those hostilities, Hambro
was one of those to whom Cavour had recourse
to fulfill these obligations; and thereaiter a

close relationship developed between the
Piedmontese aristocrat and the cosmopolitan
Jew who served him partly as banker and partly
as financial advisor and confidant. In 1855,
when the issue of choosing a representative

for the Sardinian monarchy in Australia arose, it

was natural that he should ask the advice in this
matter of Hambro whom he trusted and who had
the contacts in Britain to be able to report on the
reliability and other qualities of leading citizens
and businessmen in its colonies. The man
Hambro proposed as eminently fitted to be an
honorary consul-general in Sydney was Stuart
Alexander Donaldson, a merchant, pastoralist
politician and head of a firm which had a branch
in London with which his bank had had dealings.

The history of Sardinian and effectively therefore
of Italian consular representation in Auslralia
thus began with the appointment of a Scotsman
recommended by a Jew who had no knowledge
of ltalian and, so far as one can tell, little
familiarity with conditions in Italy. To Cavour,
however, such disabilities do not appear to have
been important: he himself preferred to write in
French which was, in any case, the language
used in Sardinian diplomatic correspondence;
and the number of Sardinian subjects in New
South Wales was not thought to be large enough
to require the presence in Sydney of a consul
capable of communicating with them in their
own vernacular. Donaldson was asked in the
commission which conferred his office on him.
to nominate honorary vice-consuls in Melbourne,
New Zealand and Hobart and to choose a
chancellor to assist him in discharging his
responsibilities. The person he proposed for this
latter post was P.A. Dutruc, Reader in French at
the recently established University of Sydney,
who was selected, one suspects, because of
his command of the language employed by

the Sardinian Foreign Ministry. His installation

in this position was, however, to have more
significance than first intended because. in April
1856, Donaldson became Premier of New South
Wales, and, consequently resigning his office

of consul-general, appointed Dutruc to act as
his successor. Bul the latter, being doubtless
fully engaged in carrying out his academic
duties. gave little attention to consular business.
writing few dispatches and eventually, in 1859,
handing over his post to a local businessman,
James Edwin Graham. who. having been born
of English parents near Dieppe, appears 1o have
had some knowledge of French,

Hawever chequered the initiation of Sardinian
consular representation in Sydney was, by
reason of these shifts and changes of personnel.
it was less disastrous than the first efforts made
to set up a vice-consulate. The secretary-
general of the Sardinian Foreign Ministry, had
written to Donaldson stating that Fabrizio
Fabiani, ‘a young man of ample means and
estimable in every respect’, had expressed the
wish to be made vice-consul in Melbourne since
this would give him the standing he needed to
establish himself in that city. Donaldson had
accepted this recommendation and Fabiani

had duly sailed for Australia on the Goffredo
Mameli commanded by Nino Bixio, arriving
early in 1856 in Sydney where he received his
letters patent as vice-consul. Soon after he
reached Melbourne, however, on 27th March, it
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became clear to members of the Piedmontese
community there that he had left Italy with no
money at all. had not paid his passage on the
Goffredo Mameli and expected to derive some
profit from his office by, in effect, selling the post
of his chancellor and acting successor after his
departure to whomever offered him most for it.
Rescued from the dingy lodging house in which
he had taken a room after disembarking. he was
set up in more affluent quarters by his fellow
nationals, only for it soon to be discovered he
could not pay his rent. Eventually. he extricated
himself from this predicament by appointing a
local businessman, Richard Adolph Passmore,
as his chancellor in return for an agreement by
the latter to pay his debts and by obtaining from
Bixio a loan enabling him to return to Europe

as a steerage passenger on the Kent under

an assumed name in return for an undertaking
that he or his family would meet the cost of his
fare to and from Melbourne when he was back
in Italy. On the eve of his departure, he wrote

to the Sardinian Foreign Ministry claiming he
had urgent business to attend to at home and
nominating Passmore as his chancellor and
acting vice-consul in his absence

Atfter this unpromising beginning to its attempts
to secure consular representation in the two
largest Australian colonies, the government

of the Kingdom of Sardinia seems temporarily
to have lost interest in them. But. late in 1858,
Cavour once again had recourse to Hambro

in an effort to find a suitable successor to the
delinquent Fabiani whose choice of Passmore
as his replacement the Sardinian Foreign
Ministry was not prepared to recognize. It would
appear that what prompted this initiative were
the representations of Bartolommeo Dardanelli,
a Piedmontese businessman who had an office
in Flinders Lane, Melbourne, and who had
been asking for some time, to have himself
appointed Sardinian vice-consul there, having in
particular, leapt to the defence of the gallantry
of the Sardinian contingent sent to the Crimean
War when this had been called into question

in the Victorian parliament and press in 1855.
Hambro, however, claimed that his inquiries
had revealed that Dardanelli was a man of no
financial substance and suggested instead
that the position of Sardinian representative in
Melbourne should go to James Graham who,
though unrelated to his namesake James Edwin
Graham, then about to become in effect acting
consul in Sydney, was. like the latter, a former
associate of Donaldson, James Graham, in
fact, had originally come to Victoria when it
was still the Port Phillip district as Donaldson’s
agent there, but had later set up his own firm

of Graham Brothers. In 1859, when the choice
of a new Sardinian consul in Melbourne was
being considered, he was on a visit to Britain
and hence accessible to Hambro through the
London branch of Donaldlson’s business which
he used as his postal address and presumably
also for the commercial dealings he was
engaged in.

Despite his absence from Melbourne. his
chaice as the Sardinian representative there
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duly approved, the greater importance of that
city being at the same time recognized by the
elevation of the diplomatic post in it to the rank
of an honorary consulate. Until his return to
Victoria on 21st September 1860, the business
of this was conducted by his subordinates in
Graham Brothers. On assuming control of it

at the beginning of October of that year, he
took delivery from Dardanelli who had in turn
been given them by Passmore of the seals,
books and documents which had originally
been brought from Sydney by Fabiani for the
then vice-consulate. Shortly afterwards, the
position of the Sydney agency of the Kingdom
of Sardinia was regularized. on James Graham's
recommendation, by the official appointment
of James Edwin Graham as consul there with
effect from 20th January 1861. This endorsed
his tenure of a post in which he had acted since
1859 and also confirmed its effective down-
grading since Donaldson's resignation, from a
consulate-general to a consulate. Henceforth,
the original arrangement by which the vice-
consulates in the Australasian colonies were to
be dependencies of the office of the Sardinian
representative in Sydney was replaced by one
which divided responsibility between a Sydney
consulate which had jurisdiction over New
South Wales and Queensland, and Melbourne,
with responsibility for Victoria, South Australia,
Tasmania and later New Zealand.

In accordance with this demarcation, consular
delegates or agents were appointed, in the
course of 1861 and 1862, who were under the
supervision of these two major consular posts,
namely George Alired Bartleet in Adelaide and
Charles McArthur in Launceston, who were
subject to Melbourne, and John Rayden Bingle
in Newcastle and George Harris in Brisbane,
who were subject to Sydney. At the same time,
of course, as from 20th March 1861 when Victor
Emmanuel Il adopted the title of King of Italy, all
these consulates and such consular agencies as
had been authorized by that date ceased to be
Sardinian and became Italian.

Of the two consulates representing the newly
proclaimed nation of Italy, that in Melbourne was
initially to run more smoothly than that in Sydney.
James Graham was a person of considerable
stature in his community who made an effort

to pursue the many inquiries made of him
concerning members of the growing number

of Italian citizens who had been attracted to
Victoria by its gold rushes even though he did
not know their language. James Edwin Graham,
by contrast, seems during the tenure of his
office, to have been distracted by his plans to
establish himself elsewhere, first in the newly
founded colony of Queensland and then in New
Zealand in which he was to settle permanently
in 1863. During his absences from Sydney, he
entrusted the care of his office to a person who
was regarded with some distrust both in that
city and by the ltalian Foreign Ministry and its

subordinates. This was Giovanni Carlo Asselin ITALIAN
who, al Graham'’s insistence, was made vice- HISTORICAL
consul in August 1861. Asselin had been born SOCIETY

in Naples and, according to his own testimony,
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had been obliged to leave there because of his
participation in revolutionary activity in Rome In
1848. He had gone initially to New Caledonia
where he became involved with a French woman
who was to claim to be his wife (although he
denied this to have been the case). by whom
he had two children and whom he abandoned
when he left for Sydney. In the latter city, he
appears to have led a financially precarious
existence, being declared a bankrupt on 8th
June 1861, working as a poulterer in New

Town, and then teaching French and Drawing

in a school, though dressing very shabbily.
Despite his perceived unsuitability for any kind
of consular office, he was nevertheless a man
of considerable energy and ability and James
Edwin Graham clearly found him indispensable
because his own lack of knowledge of Italian
left him with the need o have someone to assist
him with a command of that language. Asselin,
for his part, obvicusly leapt at the opportunity

of acquiring some vestige of social status by
throwing himself with enthusiasm into the work
of the consulate, writing an extensive report on
commercial activity in New South Wales and
attending to the welfare of Italian citizens on that
colony.

It is difficult to determine from the records
whether he was a misguided idealist who was

a victim of his own generosity, or a person

of shadier associations. but one thing that is
striking about the ltalians whom he claims to
have helped in his vice-consular capacity, is

that they were frequently men who, for some
reason or other, had fallen foul of the law. One of
these received a pardon. as a result of Asselin's
intervention, after being condemned to ten years
imprisonment, another after being convicted and
given a three year sentence for fraud. (The

latter, on his release, had given his benefactor

a promissory note far the sum of £20 advanced
to him. redeemable by what eventually turned
out to be a non-existent payee!) A third, whom
Asselin reported he was trying to have acquitted
on the grounds of insanity. was charged with
raping his landlady's six year old daughter.

Asselin’s position in Sydney and the reputation
of the ltalian consulate there by reason of his
association with it was made more problematical
by reason of the attitude to him of the French
consul, Louis Sentis, who had in 1854, under
instructions from Napoleon Ill, undertaken

also to represent in the Australian colonies the
government of the south of Italy, then known as
the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. As an official of
the French state, Sentis would doubtless have
been aware of the plight of Asselin’s alleged
wife in New Caledonia. who was later to be
repatriated to France; while his role as custodian
of the interests of the Neapolitan monarchy in
Australia can hardly have made him look with
favour on someone who had left its territories as
a political exile. What rendered Sentis’ hostility
particularly injurious at this point in time to the

Sicilies to be handed over to the office now
representing a united Italy in that colony. Sentis,
however, was not prepared to do this to Asselin
in Graham's absence and instead wrote, on 8th
September 1861, directly to Bettino Ricaslli, then
the Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs, to acquaint
him with the situation in Sydney and asking him
for his instructions in the light of it. Eventually,
on 20th March 1862, the consular records

held by Sentis were delivered to Graham who
had by then returned. The malter was thus
resolved but not before the whole issue of the
appropriateness of the personnel of the Italian
consulate in Sydney had become one involving
the new national government in Turin as well as
its representatives in Australia.

The documenis given by Senlis to Graham
reveal that the former's seven year tenure of the
post of consul of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies
in New South Wales had been characterized by
a minimal level of activity. Its archive contained
a handful of letters and circulars from Canafa,
the Neopolitan Minister of Foreign Affairs, a
letter to the captain in charge of the port of
Sydney and no fewer than six letters relating

to the confidence man who was to defraud
Asselin of £20 with his bogus promissory note,
doubtless reporting that person’s arrest and
trial. From these records however, it is also
possible to discover the identity of the consular
agents appointed by Sentis in other Australian
cities. namely William Lempriére in Melbourne,
Jules Lalouette in Adelaide and William Boys

in Hobart. According to Asselin, there had also
been in the period before the unification of Italy
a representative in Sydney of the Grand-duchy
of Tuscany, who had, however, left Australia
and about whom, or the location of his papers,
nothing was known.

On the eve of his departure from Sydney, James
Edwin Graham, in September 1863, nominated a
lawyer, William Deane, as his acting successor,
prompted to this choice. perhaps. by the
difficulties associated with making Asselin a
consul, but also by the latter’s claim that he

too. was planning to leave New South Wales.
Deane's appointment was not to meet with
approval by the ltalian authorities who were,
however, prepared to leave him temporarily in
charge of their Sydney office until the whole
question of who should be entrusted with it
could be further examined. It seems at this
point that the Foreign Ministry came finally to
recognize the desirability of having somewhere
in Australia a consulate staffed with career
diplomats. In view of the distribution of Italian
subjects in the country which was strongly
biased towards Victoria. the logical place to
establish such a post was Melbourne and on
27th February 1864, a letter was accordingly
written to James Graham. the honorary consul in
that city, to inform him that he would be replaced
by Giuseppe Biagi as soon as the latter could

[TALIAN consulate in New South Wales of the new ltalian ~ make the journey to Australia together with
HISTORICAL nation was that, once Napoleon Ill recognized Carlo Cussu, his vice-consul designate. Biagi
| SOCIETY its legitimacy, it was necessary for the consular and Cossu did not in fact arrive in Victoria until
14 Journa archives of the former Kingdom of the Two 13th July 1865. From the following day they
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proceeded with energy to put the administration
of the consulate on a more professional basis.

These two career officials seem to have taken
some time to settle into their new residence.
thus delaying Biagi’s visit to Sydney to enable
him to report on the situation there. But on
Christmas Day he was finally able to offer the
Foreign Ministry his advice on what was to be
done concerning the provision of satisfactory
representation in New South Wales for the Italian
government. He recommended against
confirming, as consul, William Deane whom he
considered not to have the requisite standing in
his community for such an office. Biagi llkewise
dismissed the claims of Ottavio Levy Montefiore
who had been suggested as a possible
successor to Graham. because of his youth,
relatively modest means and lack of a firm
association with his much wealthier, merchant
banker brother, Jacob Levy Montefiore, who was
Belgian consul in Sydney and whom Sentis had
described as a suitable person also to be the
Italian consul there. The man Biagi proposed,

in place of these two aspirants to the Sydney
post, was George King, a businessman and
friend of Jacob Montefiore who may have

been responsible for nominating him as an
appropriate candidate for it. King who had been
born in Riga, of an English father and probably a
Baltic-German mother, spoke fluent French and
German, and knew some Spanish, though no
Italian, a disadvantage which Biagi, however, did
not regard as critical because he considered,
though almost certainly without justification, that
the number of Italians in New South Wales was
too small for it to matter.

Whatever the drawbacks of appointing yet
another Englishman as honorary consul in
Sydney who was not familiar with the language of
those whose interests he was meant to protect,
there is no doubt that, in this case, it did serve

to stabilize what had been previously a highly
volatile situation in this office. Asselin. of course.
still nominally remained attached to it, but to
King's relief was soon to leave of his own accord.
During the period when James Edwin Graham
and William Deane had been in charge of the
Sydney mission, Asselin had taken advantage

of his position as vice-consul to enter into
negotiations with the government of Queensiand
which at that time was keen to encourage
immigration and welcomed suggestions that
ltalians might participate in this, particularly if
they were "agricultural labourers and shepherds'
or ‘vine-dressers, gardeners and especially men
accustomed to the cultivation of cotton'. (This
was, of course, during the American Civil War
when it was hoped Australia might provide this
last commodity. then in short supply due to those
hostilities). These approaches to the authorities
in Brisbane had, according to King's later report
on them, borne fruit by 1866 to the extent that
Asselin was promised a large grant of land in
return for instituting an ambitious scheme by
which 300-600 Italians would be brought out to

together with a partner, Charles Bundy, an
Englishman familiar with South America, was to
import large qualities of plants from that continent
to grow in northern Australia. where they would
be cultivated by migrants sent from Europe in
disused ltalian frigates! It was in the pursuit of
this latter project that Asselin eventually sailed
from Sydney in May 1866 in a ship called the
Garibaldi, bound for Cobija, on the coast of what
is now Chile, but was then Bolivia. The records
at present available to us do not indicate what
happened when he got there, or whether it was
his intention to proceed with this extraordinary
enterprise which appears, in the end, to have
come to nothing. or merely to exploit it as King
seerms 1o intimate, to escape from his creditors in
New South Wales.

From the point of view of the Italian consulate
in Sydney, the significant fact was that he had
left the colony, enabling King in October 1866,
lo nominate as his successor as vice-consul,
Narciso Foldi, a Milanese of solid connections
in Italy who practiced in Australia the sober
profession of book-keeper.

By the end of 1866, the consular posts
representing the Kingdom of Italy in both
Melbourne and Sydney can be said to have
been in capable hands, having. at least since
the beginning of the previous year been
entrusted to reliable men who brought some
stability to their operations. At the beginning of
1867. the Melbourne office was raised to the
rank of a consulate-general, thus giving it a pre-
eminence in Australia, though its jurisdiction
still did not extend over the area covered by the
Sydney one.

This development was a direct result of the
establishment of consular agencies in New

Zealand at Auckland, Christchurch and Dunedin,

all of which were placed under the control of the
newly created Melbourne consulate-general.
The idea that there should be some Italian
diplomatic representation in New Zealand

had initially been suggested by a letter from
Charles De Witt, the Belgian consul in Auckland
who had written to communicate to the Italian
Foreign Ministry and to Napoleon |l his plan for
recanciling the Pope to the surrender of Rome
to the Kingdom of Italy through the provision of a
pension to im. He appears to have conceived
this ingenious scheme in the hope that he might
be rewarded for it by being made ltalian consul
in Auckland. But Biagi, when he visited New
Zealand, recommended against his appointment
since he lived some distance from that city

in Waikaki, leaving the administration of his
Belgian consulate to Ernest Ludwig Buchholz
who, Biagi urged should instead be entrusted
with the Italian consular agency in that part of
the country. The recent gold rushes to the South
Island of New Zealand which had drawn away
from Victoria many Italian miners previously
resident there also justified, in Biagi's view, the

creation of consular agencies in Christchurch [TALIAN
Queensland to work in a sugar and silk industry and Dunedin which he believed should be HISTORICAL
there. This plan was, once again according to entrusted to Frederick Thompson and Edward SOCIETY
King, associated with another by which Asselin, Cargill respectively, both of these being men JournaL 15



LEFT Title page to a folio of dis-
patches between the Italian consulate in
Melbourne and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs , Rome, for the year 1869.
RIGHT Internal letter within the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, ltaly, regarding travel
expenses for Cavaliere Zunini, who was
consul for Italy in Australia at the time
Dated 23 August 1906

BELOW Dispatch to Minister of Foreign
Aifairs, Florence, fram Giuseppe Biagi
{Melbourne Consulate): a timetable and
fare schedule for new steamer services
from Sydney to Southhampton, via
Wellington, Panama, Colon, St. Thomas
Document includes Ireight charges lor
the new route. Dated 28 May 1866
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RIGHT Dispateh to Minister of Foreign
Alfairs, Florence, from Giuseppe Biagl

(Melbourne Consulate) dated 27 Decem-

ber 1866 a printed |eaflet (manifesto)
in alian and English, (in the original)
enclosed with the dispateh asking for
contributions to the subscription for
soldiers wounded in the alian war of
independance.
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MANIFESTO

Irary has at length arrived at the supreme
Juneture whicli promises to complete her National
Didependence. The groater puet of her sons have
taken up anms with her Gallant Sovercign, in
order to secure the ardently desired recovery of
Venice,  To swell the army, uumbers of Volun-
teers have flocked to the standard of the intrepild
General Gartbaldi,

All other feelings, all other intorests have
been surrendered by her generous children to the
Nation, each being resolute to shed his Llood,
and to sacrifice his life. in her canse.  Alrondy,
indeod, much blood has been spilt and many lives
have beon Jost, and many  familics, deprived
of their mainstay, have been redueed 1o misery.

These Italinus who are far removed from their
native land, cannot but feel, in this hour of ler
trinl, an earnest desive to manifest their attach-
ment to the common canse, and their sympathy
for their suffering brethren at home.

An Italian Connnittee hins been  therefore
formed in Melbourne, to colivcet in the Colony of
Victorin, contributions for the relief of tye
wounded in the war of National Independence,
and of their distressed families,

The Committee meets at the office of His
Majesty's Consul for Italy (36, William-street),
and is compased of the following gentlemen =

Draat Cavauier  Chosgers,
Lresudent.

Camrt Axoero,

Crroro Magsteo Cesane.

Dannasgrur Banroromstie,

Inixox Massiviniazo,

Kive Aenneg

Martenut Dorror Avkssanpro

Cresst Avy, Casen, Viee Cousul, 2on.
Seevetirry,

Consnl,

The sums caliceted by the Committee, whether

who were highly regarded in their communities
and had some knowledge of Italian.

The confirmation of these appointments
completed the establishment of a network of
consular posts in Australia which was to remain
unaltered, at least in the period before the
transfer of the Italian Foreign Ministry to Rome.
Despite the heavy dependence of honorary
incumbents to fill consular posts, it provided
fairly extensive coverage of the British colonial
dependencies in this region, more perhaps
than the number of ltalian subjects living there
might have warranted. If one examines the

work performed by the ltalian consulates in

the years from 1855 to 1869, one is left with

the impression that there was little or no direct
trade and few shipping movements between
Italy and Australasia at this time. There was a
need for consular representation because of the
problems encountered by individual Italians who
had come out particularly to Victoria and later

to New Zealand as a result of the gold rushes.
Dealing with these was, however, rendered more
difficult, at least before 1864, by the inability to
find suitable men for consular posts who could
also speak the language of the ltalian residents
in these colonies. as well as by the way of

life of the Italian residents of most of these.
Reading the early consular records, one has

the feeling that there must have been a ‘black
hole" in Australia into which Italians who had
come there (and whose {amilies later inquired
after them) had disappeared without trace when
their families later inquired after them. In fact,
the reason why they were so hard 1o locate was
that those who had been drawn to the gold
fields frequently did not communicate with their
relatives, perhaps because the fortunes that
they had expected to make had not eventuated
and they lacked the money to do so, or because
they had no easy access 10 post offices. They
also often moved around from place to place.
ending up In many cases in remote and isolated
settlements. Furthermore, when they died or
were killed in mining accidents, the officials
responsible for recording their decease more
often than not mis-transcribed their names
because of an inabllity to understand their
fellow-nationals who provided information on
their identity.

In addition to having to search for Italians who
had migrated to the Australian colonies and
who had not written to their families for years,
the consuls of this period had also to confront
lhe problem of subjects of their state they
represented who had failed to find employment
and were consequently destitute, as well as
those who had fallen ill. The need to repatriate
persons in these circumstances caused
particular difficulties because of the financial
stringencies imposed by the Italian government.
which limited expenditure by ils consulates in
Australia. This resulted in a refusal by its Foreign
Ministry even to re-imburse honorary consuls
the money they had spent carrying out their
duties. most notoriously in the case of James
Graham who. on his replacement by Giuseppe
Biagi, had asked for a refund of 23,500 francs
to cover his expenses during the five years he
had had his office. His application was rejected
on the grounds that it contravened consular
regulations which required individual requests
for re-imbursements to be forwarded at the time
when the liabilities they were expected to meet
were incurred. His successor, Biagi. was left
with the embarrassing task of explaining this

to him. Fortunately, he accepted the situation
graciously and, at Biagi's insistence, eventually
received the token reward of the grant to him of
a knighthood of the Order of Saints Maurice and
Lazarus by way of compensation for his inability
to recover what he had spent, as well as in
recognition and appreciation of his past services
as consul,

Given the reluctance of the Italian government
to meet all of the administrative expenses

of honorary consuls, it is not surprising that

it was. in general, unwilling to finance the
repatriation of its subjects. Arranging payment




for this, therefore, usually entailed protracted
negotiations. with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in ltaly approaching the Ministry for the Interior
which in turn contacted the Prefect in the
province from which the proposed beneficiary
of the repatriation had come to ask him to make
inquiries as to whether that man's family could
contribute to the cost of sending him home. In
the meantime, of course, the destitute or sick
ltalian and sometimes also his family had to

be supported in Melbourne or elsewhere in
Australia. This was done either by depending on
his fellow-nationals, the generosity of the consul
himself or. at the time when James Graham

held that position, on his chairmanship of the
boards controlling hospitals or other charitable
institutions in which impoverished persons
could be accommodated. This being so. it is
little wonder that Biaigi, in March 1869, wrote o
the Italian Foreign Ministry urging it to ask the
local authorities in the province of Sondrio to
discourage the migration to Australia of those
who were not young, vigorous and equipped
with skills which might be in demand in that
country. He made these remarks in describing
the plight of a forty-six year old straw hat

maker from that region who had been induced
to come to Victoria together with his wife, by
reports circulating in his village that it was easy
lo make one’s fortune there, but who had been
unemployed since his arrival because of a lack
of openings in the colony for someone practicing
his highly specialized craft and who therefore
needed to be repatriated.

As well as being asked by the relatives of

ltalian citizens who had come to Australia, 1o
provide information on the latter's whereabouts,
consular offices had also sometimes to relay
enquiries from such migrants concerning their
families, the members of which had not written
to them for some time. Particular interest. in
some of these cases. centred on the possibility
that parents, grandparents, uncles or aunts
might have died and left legacies. Inheritances
generally created problems for potential heirs
living a long distance from their original homes:
authorizations were required to enable others act
for them in the distribution of assets bequeathed
in wills. These could be difficult to obtain from
men who moved around frequently and had no
fixed addresses.

The Italian community in the Australian colonies,
and particularly that in Victoria. tended to be

a very dispersed one. This made it difficult to
estimate its size with any accuracy. Giuseppe
Biagi, when he was appointed consul in
Melbourne, was given instructions to draw up a
register of Italian subjects in the area undet his
Jurisdiction, but he found that only a propartion
of them was willing to go to the trouble to be
recorded in this way. He therefore made up two
lists, that of those who had registered and that
of those who had not, but could nevertheless be
identified as being resident in Victoria. In March
1860, he claimed the number of names on both
of these was 651 This total, however, excluded
ltalians who had become British subjects and
those who could not be located because their
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presence in the colony could not be ascertained
from such of their fellow nationals as were in
contact with the consulate. Earlier, in March
1866, the census in South Australia had revealed
that 35 ltalians lived there, of whom only five
were female. Biagi considered there were very
few in Tasmania. In fact, the only one mentioned
in the available sources was Ferdinando Riva,

a watchmaker who had lived in Charles Street.
Launceston, but who had taken out ‘papers

of denization' in 1853 and died in 1860. He
appears 1o have had some children by his Irish
wife; but it is doubtful whether they would have
regarded themselves as Italian, even though
their father’s relatives seem still to have done

so because of unfounded rumours that he had
become fabulously wealthy.

There are no indications as to the precise

sizes of the Italian communities in New South
Wales and Queensland though it was generally
understood that they were small and certainly
inferior in numbers to that in Victoria. From

the consular records, however, it is possible

to identify a few members of them, some of
whom, such as the musician, Cesare Cutolo
and Marquis Girolamo Carandini, were later

1o go to Melbourne. Others seem to have left
Sydney for the New Zealand gold fields or to
move north to Queensland. There were some
ltalians. too, in mining settiements in New South
Wales, or in other parts of the country, one of
whom made good by marrying an heiress who
owned a large sheep station. Of those who
were resident in Sydney, there was a doctor and
some sailors who had come there in the hope
of finding work on ships but who had either
fallen ill or encountered some other misfortune,
requiring them to be repatriated. As has already
been mentioned, there were also Italians who
were arrested for various crimes and who were
either imprisoned or deported. One who had
been in Queensland, at the time when it was still
the Moreton Bay district, appears to have been
murdered.

Because of the need for consular officials to
intervene when the subjects of the State they
represented were in distress or got into some
kind of trouble, the records they kept necessarily
Qive a far more pessimistic impression of the
condition of talians in the Australian colonies
than an objective analysis might reveal. On the
whole. those who prospered were less likely to
have recourse to their consulates than those
who needed help. Even so, one can accept as
reasonably reliable the testimony of a perceptive
observer such as Giuseppe Biagi who, in 1868,
described the Italian community in Victoria as
being largely made up of miners, agricultural
laborers, tenant farmers, hotel keepers or small
businessmen. He noted that few of them had
become important merchants in Melbourne.
One can add to this that those who attempted to
do so do not appear to have fared particularly
well. Italo Raguzzi, a representative in Victoria
of the firm of De Amicis of Genoa, was late in

[TALIAN
1867 brought to such a peint by his ‘melancholic HISTORICAL
fixation with his business' that he went mad and SOCIETY

was admitted to the Melbourne lunatic asylum
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where he was joined at the end of the following
year by Bartholomeo Dardaneth who had for
many years been engaged in mercantile activity
in the city and had once aspired to be made the
honorary vice-consul for Italy.

One firm which does seem to have flourished
was the marble warehouse set up by Luigi Veroli
of Volterna and Alessandro Martelli of Turin. The
second of these partners, however, was to sell
out his share in this business, and, as a result,
to experience rather more chequered financial
fortunes. Martelli was certainly one of the more
interesting of the Italians in Victoria in the 1860s.
An engineer and architect by profession, he had
been an officer in the Army of the Kingdom of
Sardinia in the war against Austria in 1848 and
then a member of the Sub-Alpine Parliament.
Catastrophic property speculations in Turin

had. however. broaught him to the verge of ruin
and he was compelled to flee from Piedmont

to avert a bankruptcy that would have had a
disastrous effect on his wife and children, the
latter of whom were, in fact, able to contract
very distinguished marriages in the wake of

his departure only because he had gone. (His
daughter as a consequence of this sacrifice was
evenltually to become a baroness) Having thus
left his family for his family’s good, he came to
Victoria where, after his successful joint ventura
with Veroli he was drawn, by his adventurous
but rash commercial instincts, to set himself up
on land near Lilydale to attempt to grow hemp.
mulberry trees and other craps. prompted
doubtless by the short book he had recently
written on the cultivation of silk worms and the
paper he had read to the local Agricultural
Society an the mulberry tree. This project
appears 10 have overstrained his resources and
he was later to abandon it to go to Fiji. where

he lived, presumably as a planter, on the island
of Koko, and where he acted from 1877 till his
death in 1898 as ltalian consul in Levuka. One
gathers from the records of that post that, having
his residence some 40 miles by water from

that town, he did not carry out very effectively
his duties as his country’'s representative there
but was left in that position, partly because

of the influence and high social standing of

his relatives in ltaly and partly because of the
unimportance of it within the Italian consular
service.

It was to be a continual lament of Biagi and the
other Italian consuls and consular-agents in the
Australian colonies that, despile the presence
on the markets there of products of Italian origin.
these were all brought in through Britain. It was
to be some time before participation by ltalian
firms in exhibitions and fairs in Australia could
stimulate more direct trade between that country
and Italy. Up to 1869, one of the reasons for

its effective absence was the rarity with which
Italian vessels called at Australian ports. In
1865, Biagi claimed thal only three had done

so since 1856, namely the Goffredo Mameli,
Lidia and Amalia. In fact, the records of the
consulate in Sydney disclose that, in 1862 two
others. the Petronilla and Aquila. had put into
that city in the course of trade with China. Later,

in 1867, there was also to be the visit of the
Italian naval corvette, Magenta, and the previous
year the merchant vessel, Rosina. Even so,
communications by sea and particularly direct
ones, between Australia and ltaly, were clearly
tenuous, a circumstance which would have
largely explained the need for exports from the
latter counlry to reach the former through trans-
shipment by way of Britain.

If mercantile activity did not, in general, bring
much prosperity to Italians in the Australian
colonies, one calling which rather surprisingly
did prove lucrative to them was that of musician.
Mention has already been made of Cesare
Cutolo, who taught singing in Sydney and later,
until his death at the beginning of 1867, in
Melbourne. Marquis Girolamo Carandini who
had come out to Van Diemen’s Land as early
as 1842 as a political exile. had managed to
support himself and his large family by virtue

of his musical talents and even more, those of
his wife, Marie. a Tasmanian of English origin
who was to become the leading soprano of her
generation on the Australian stage, and their
daughters. On a humbler level, the girls and
their parents from Viggiano were able to make
a good living as travelling musicians touring
the gold fields and other areas in provincial
Victoria. When the ltalian government legislated
to provide for the repatriation of its young female
subjects involved in itinerant occupations
(doubtless in an effort to protect their virtue),
Biagi was obliged to point out to it that its
proposed law might be difficult to administer
because of the unwillingness of these girls to
give up their income and way of life

A more transient contribution 1o the musical
culture of Melbourne was made by Eugenio
Nocchi who taught singing there and, under
the name of Eugenio Bianchi, lived in a hotel
together with one of his pupils who passed for
his wife, even though he had previously married
another woman whom he had left in ltaly. This
latter lady pursued him with her inquiries as to
his whereabouts, but he proved elusive. Leaving
Melbourne early in 1862, he went on to Sydney
and thence embarked on a vessel bound for
California. At first, it was thought he had been
shipwrecked, bul then it transpired he had in
fact reached San Francisco where he and his
supposed wife had sung with great success in
an opera.

One of the surprising insights gleaned from a
perusal of these early consular archives is the
importance of cultural exchanges in the relations
between [taly and the Australian colonies (and
most particularly Victoria) in the 1860s. Aside
from the significance of the influence of Italians
on the teaching and performance of music and
especially singing. there was the interchange of
books, seeds, natural history specimens, plaster
casts of sculptures and various other objects
and even animals, between the two countries. A
greal deal of the credit for this can be attributed
to Giuseppe Biagi, the first career diplomat to be
an Italian consul in Melbourne who would appear
to have been a highly cultivated man with a lively
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interest in science, literature and scholarship.
Presumably a bachelor, he lived, thanks
doubtless to the good graces of his predecessor
James Graham (who was president of that society
in 1865) in the Melbourne Club where he would
have been very well placed to make and maintain
contact with the most distinguished citizens in
the colony. He enjoyed, of course. not only this
advantage, but two other important ones. In the
first instance, the Risorgimento had at that period
aroused. in Australia as in England, tremendous
enthusiasm and sympathy for Italy and all

things Italian. In the second place, there was at
this time. in Victoria a remarkable body of men
determined to use some of the great wealth it
derived from the gold discoveries in the provision
of cultural amenities appropriate to a civilized
community. Given that there were persons of
prominence and influence in their society, an
opportunity was opened up for a collaboration
between a new, confident, prosperous and
expanding colony, eager to draw on the
intellectual and artistic patrimony of the old world,
and the recently united Italian state. inspired

also by the pride generated by its recovered
national independence, but conscious also of

the need to gain recognition and endorsement
as a significant European power. Biagi was to
stress in his dispatches the enormous benefits,
accruing in terms of the enhanced reputation of
Italy in Australia, of the cultural exchanges he
was arranging and of the provision, by the Italian
authorities, of the books, objects and seeds
sought by the governments and institutions of its
colonies.

The goodwill left, especially in Victoria, towards
ltaly was demonstrated by the generous
response of its citizens to various appeals
associated with the achievement of that
country's independence and unification. In

1861. there was a subscription to raise money
for a sword of honour to be presented as a
testimonial to Garibaldi. Later, in 1866, there
was another, to which both Italian and English
migrants to the colony contributed to create

a fund for the benefit of the soldiers wounded

in the military expeditions which had been
undertaken during the Risorgimento. Besides
these appeals in favour of causes closely linked
with the attainment of national unity by Iltaly were
others to celebrate its cultural achievements or
to honour particular political figures, for instance
that in 1867 for a monument to Raphael in
Urbino or that in 1865 for the erection of a statue
of Pellegrino Rossi in Carrara.

It was in the climate engendered by popular
interest in Italy because of recent events that
Biagi was able to promote co-operation in
cultural matters between his state and the
community in which he found himself. But he
was helped considerably in this by the initiative
of those in it who, having already established
the principle of exchange, or received or

made donations in their dealings with France
or Prussia, were eager also to include Italy in
such collaborations. Even before Biagi’s arrival.
W.M. Archer, Registrar-General and government
statistician in Victoria, had approached James

Graham to give him his published summaries
of colonial statistics to send to Italy. while the
local Acclimatization Society had asked him to
make contact with similar bodies in that country
in the hope that seeds might be exchanged with
them. In accordance with this latter proposal,
Ferdinand von Mueller, the government
botanist and director of the Botanic Gardens in
Melbourne had, in 1864, sent to his counterpart
in Palermo a packet of such seeds, the first of
many he was to dispatch there

On taking over the administration of his
consulate from Graham, Biagi thus found that
the process of the exchange of plans of official
government publications had already begun,
and he consequently set about vigorously
encouraging and extending it. In doing so,

he established close relationships with some
leading figures in the colony. Foremost among
these was Sir Redmond Barry, Judge and
Chairman of the Trustees of the recently founded
Public Library to which, at Biagi's prompting,
the Italian government was to donate numerous
books. W.H. Archer became another close
associate. involved not only in providing and
receiving from Italy various statistical bulletins
but also in suggesting that Victorian schooals
might benefit from the use, in the teaching

of design and drawing, from what he called
‘models’, by which one presumes he meant
plaster casts. which might be available from
ltalian academies.

The most energetic and generous, however,

of Biagi's collaborations, significantly in the
provision of examples of Australian fauna and
flora, in the form of seeds, live plants, skins,
skeletons and even animals and birds, was to
be Ferdinand von Mueller who was also to ask
for reciprocal offerings by ltalian institutions,
particularly of seeds for his botanic gardens.
This remarkable man was nevertheless not
alone, among the scientists of the Australian
colonies, in promoting such exchanges.
Another was Frederick McCoy, a professor at
the University of Melbourne who insisted on
keeping the Victorian Museum of Natural History
ensconced in his department in opposition to the
efforts of those who wanted it moved to the fine
building in the centre of the city which housed
the Public Library. About to become notorious
for his opposition to Darwin's theary of natural
selection and often at odds with his students.
he was for all that a remarkable collector and
an expert on Australian turtles and crustaceans
of which he sent numerous specimens to

Italy. together with fossilized plants and bird,
mammal skeletons and skins. A comparable
figure. in Sydney, was Gerard Krefft, curator of the
Australian Museum there, an authority on snakes,
responsible for a standard work on the subject.

In Adelaide, there was yet another scientist
participating in exchanges with Italy, in his case
also of seeds, namely Richard Schomburgk,
director of the Botanic Gardens there.
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inquiries as to the welfare and means of support
of Carandini’s family which had stayed in
Australia. This was a question to which Biagi
could give a reassuring reply since the marquis'’s
wife and eldest daughter were then engaged

in a successful opera season and his young
children, looked after by their aunt. attended the
best schools in Melbourne.

It was thus through this strange twist of
circumstances that the Florentine Museum of
Physics and Natural History was deprived of
what otherwise might have become one of its
prize exhibits. This mischance only highlights,
however, the remarkable achievements of the
ltalian consulate and later consulate-general in
Melbourne in encouraging the establishment
of close links between the government it
represented and many of the leading citizens
and institutions of Victoria, as well as the
development of a process of scientific and
cultural exchanges which were to enhance
both the reputation of Italy in Australia and the
knowledge of the natural history of the latter
continent among learmed circles in Europe.
When it comes to considering how successful
the outposts of the Italian consular services in
the Australian colonies were in safeguarding the
interests of the migrants under their protection,
one is left with a rather more mixed impression.

From the time that Biagi and Cossu took over

the Melbourne office charged with this duty. they
appear to have discharged it reasonably well,

at least as their fellow-nationals in Victoria were
concerned. Elsewhere, there continued to be the
problem that honorary consuls and cansular
agents could seldom speak ltalian. The attempts
of Biagi and his successor to rectify this situation
proved disheartening. When it was discovered
that there was resident in Christchurch. for
instance, an Englishman, Frederick Thompson,
who had for thirteen years been British consul

in Livorno, Biagi was delighted to propose the
appointment of a representative of his state

there who was fluent in its language. But this
atiribute of the consular agent-elect in that city
was combined with a singular stubbornness and
sense of his own dignity. Having been British
consul in Livorno, Thompson flatly refused to
accept what he regarded as the inferior title of
consular agent. It was useless for Biagi to point
out that, according to the regulations of the
ltalian government, consuls and vice-consuls
could hold office only in major posts and that

no indignity attached in these circumstances,

to the position of consular agent. Thompson
remained obdurate and. by way of protest at the
reiection of his request to be accorded the rank
1o which he felt he was entitled, refused to carry
out his duties until his wishes were granted

When he committed the cardinal bureaucratic
sin of failing to submit a required financial report,
Biagi was reluctantly abliged to relieve him of his
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post, replacing him with Reginald Cobb, a more
accommodating incumbent of that position who,
however, knew no [talian.

One of Biagi's successors, Luigi Marinacci,

was to have similar difficulties in attempting

to substitute George Harris who resigned as
consular agent in Brisbane in 1876, with a
William Finucane who had been born of British
parents in the lonian Islands and therefore spoke
Italian. Since Finucane worked for the
Department of Public Works, his appointment
was dependent on the approval of the
Queensland government which declined to give
i, on the grounds that its employees should not
owe allegiance to a foreign power. Thus, another
man, Barron Barnett had to be chosen to fill

this office in Brisbane. Fortunately, the latter did
eventually make the effort to learn the language
of those he represented. Such dedication,
however, was unusual; only Frederick Wright,
Italian consular agent in Adelaide between 1886
and 1900, had a comparable facility in Italian
among the honorary appointees of British origin
who held such positions in the late nineteenth
century. This being so, one can wonder at the
ineffectiveness in attending to the needs of the
communities ostensibly under their care. When
Pasquale Corte, then Italian consul-general in
Melbourne. visited Newcastle in 1898, he found
a small group of subjects of his state there, a
handful of greengrocers, sailors, miners and the
owner of a small hotel. Nane of them, however,
knew the location of the office of their consular
agent, Alexander Brown, who had succeeded
J.R. Bingle in 1885. This situation was probably
typical of that in Australian cities other than
Sydney and Melbourne.

The early history of Italian consular
representation was distinguished by the
forging of links between the new nation which
had emerged from the Risorgimento and the
Australian colonies, particularly in the field of
cultural relations. These served to generate a
mutual respect between the two countries. More
migrants from Italy had come to Victoria than

to any other part of Australia and the interest

of those who had done so were reasanably
well served. at least from 1864 onwards, by

the career consular officials stationed there.
But elsewhere considerable difficulty was
experienced in finding men of the necessary
ability and social status to hold positions of
consular rank whao also knew [talian. The nature
of the migrant community was such that few

of its members had as yet the standing and
reliability to discharge such offices and this
probably meant that the welfare of their fellow-
nationals was frequently neglected because of
the absence among those representing them

in the colonies in which they lived. of persons
who were easily accessible and with whom they
could readily communicate.,
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