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recent initiative of Co.As.It. Italian
Heritage, Sydney, working with the State
Library of New South Wales, was to bring

a microfilm copy of L’Italo-Australiano to
Australian shores.

L’ltalo-Australiano, which appeared between
January and July 1885 in Sydney, was the first
Italian-language newspaper to be published in
Australia. It was intended to be a political paper
and contains much comment on European
politics. The existence of the newspaper was
made known through the meticulous research
carried out by scholars Gianfranco Cresciani and
Gaetano Rando.! Unfortunately, there are no
known surviving copies of the newspaper in
Australia. Hence, the microfilmed copy is of
paramount importance.

The founder of LItalo-Australiano, Francesco
Sceusa, returned to Italy in 1908 and donated the
newspaper along with his personal papers to the
Biblioteca Fardelliana in his home town of
Trapani, Sicily. The Biblioteca Fardelliana
kindly gave permission to Co.As.It. and the State
Library of New South Wales to produce a
microfilm of the newspaper from their collection.
L’ltalo-Australiano complements the extensive
pre-Second World War Italian language
newspaper collection deposited at the State
Library , which includes Uniamoci (1903-4),
L'Italo-Australiano (1905-9),2 Oceania (1913-15),
The Italo-Australian (1922-1940) and Il Giornale
Italiano 1932-1940).2

Francesco Sceusa, journalist and land surveyor,
was born in 1851. He was a committed socialist
who was forced to flee Italy for his attacks on
corrupt administrators, arriving in Sydney in
1877. In Italy, Sceusa had edited the fervently
socialist publication Lo Scarafaggio [The Scarab].
Soon after his arrival Sceusa became involved in
the emerging Australian socialist movement,
representing Australia in 1893 at the
International Socialist Congress in Switzerland
in his capacity as secretary of the Socialist
Democratic Federation.* Out of his socialist
ideals and strong beliefs of the need to improve
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the plight of Italian workers in Australia, Sceusa
established in 1890 the Societa Operaia Italiana—
Mutuo Soccorso [The Italian Workmen’s Mutual
Benefit Society of NSW]. In 1892, Sceusa
described Sydney’s Italians as ‘hundreds of little
Italian slaves who, as musicians and flower
vendors, haunt our streets working under stern
compulsion for cruel masters, starved, ill-clad,
and beaten almost to death’.> Sceusa publicised
the exploitative nature of contracted migrants,
particularly fuelled by the arrival of 333 Italians
on the ship Jumna in 1891 as a substitute for
Kanakas to work on the sugar cane plantations of
North Queensland.® A prolific pamphlet writer
advocating the socialist cause, Sceusa’s intention
was to radicalise and unite Sydney’s conservative
Italian community.?

Consisting of only six issues, L'Italo-Australiano
provides vital information on the nature of
Sydney’s small Italian community during the
1880s. In 1881 there were 521 Italians living
throughout the State of New South Wales, with
approximately 200 residing in Sydney.® The
Italian community comprised professionals,
entrepreneurs and importers. The newspaper’s
advertisements give an important insight into
the many Italian businesses operating in Sydney.
The first issue dated 12 January 1885 records G.
B. Modini’'s gun shop in George Street, G.
Guazzini’s bakery and biscotteria in Crown
Street and Charles Carugati’s butchery in Oxford
Street. Clockmaking and jewellery-making
appears to be the domain of the Priora Brothers
and Antonio Pugliese; both had their
establishments in Park Street. Italians were also
publicans with Oscar Mayer operating the Carter’s
Hotel on the corner of George and Park Streets
and G.B. Bassetti running the Solferino Hotel in
Paddington. A large number of advertisements
were placed in the paper by A. Ferrari & Co of
George Street, importers of food delicacies. Wines,
spirits, olive oil, spaghetti and vermicelli,
Parmesan cheese, funghi secchi [dried
mushrooms], Bologna mortadella and salami were
some of the products imported from Italy. Ferrari
& Co. also sold colonial wines produced in the
Hunter Valley and in Albury.
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Front page of the fifth issue of the newspaper L'Ttalo-Australiano dated 1 June 1885;
and a portrait photograph of its founder Francesco Sceusa.
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An advertisement page from an issue of the newspaper L'Italo-Australiano.
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The newspaper documents the presence of Italian
artists in the 1880s commissioned to execute
public works in Sydney. The first issue records
Tommaso Sani’s completion of the Mercury
statue on the Evening News’ building in Market
Place and Achille Simonetti's work on the
Colonial Secretary’s building.® The issue of 6
June records Simonetti’s completion of a bust of
George Allen MLC and a visit to Augusto
Lorenzini’s Phillip Street studio. Italians were
also involved with opera productions. Signor
Majeroni had an opera house in Sydney and
Chiarini’s Italian circus was touring at the time
of publication.

The paper also records the celebrations held at
Sydney’s Club Italiano Democratico for the third
anniversary of Giuseppe Garibaldi’s death.1?
Sceusa was one of the major organisers of this
event. Speeches were made by Drs Fiachi and
Marano, sculptor Del Vescovo and signori
Guazzini, Pisoni and Modini. A meeting held at
Meyer’s Carter’s Hotel to devise an Italian
Legion in the event of the colony’s invasion is
also recorded in the 6th June issue of the paper.

Together with Cesare Carpena, Francesco Sceusa
published L'Ttalo-Australiano from the premises
of the Italian Club at 526 Bourke Street, East
Sydney. After only six months, the newspaper
folded. The reasons were twofold. Firstly, Sceusa
was transferred by the Department of Lands to
Orange. Secondly, the Italian community was
too dispersed throughout New South Wales and
such distance prevented the newspaper’s
economic feasibility. It took nearly twenty years
for another Italian-language newspaper to
appear in 1903. Uniamoci was also founded by
political exiles and short-lived. u
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