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Italian Migration

Migration Patterns from two
Comuni in Sondrio Province:

Tirano and
Villa di Tirano

by Alan Poletti and Emanuela Menghina

Alan Poletti is a retired
Professor of Nuclear
Physics from the
University of Auckland,
while Emanuela Menghina
after graduating from the
Universita degli studi di
Brescia in 1999, is a high
school teacher in the
Valtellina. They analyse
two lists concerning
emigration from
neighbouring comuni in
the Valtellina. One comes
from 'Registri dei nullaosta
per passaporti per l'estero’
from Tirano for the years
1873 - 1891, while the
other comes from an
'Elenco di individui
emigrati all' estero' from
Villa di Tirano. The
analysis of these lists and
comparison with the local
economy throws fresh light
on migration from these
two comuni during the
earliest years of significant
transoceanic migration
from Italy.
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Introduction

In this first decade of the 21st century we
need passports to enter and leave a
country. This was not always the case. In
the 19th century a passport might be
required to leave a country, but Australia
and New Zealand, like the countries in
both North and South America, gave free
entry to all healthy immigrants. It was not
until 1916 that a passport (issued within
the previous two years) was required to
enter New Zealand' and then only for those
over the age of 15 years. The requirement
was issued as part of the War Regulations
(10 November 1914) and with variations
has remained in force ever since. At the
same time, under the pressure of war,
similar laws were promulgated by many
other countries.

Nevertheless from the very beginning of
the existence of a unified Italy in 18592 , a
passport was needed in order to leave the
kingdom legally. To find the departure date
of transoceanic emigrants from lItaly and
their destinations in the nineteenth century,
a list of passport applications would seem
to be the place to begin. Unfortunately,
these lists have been very difficult, if not
impossible to find. Trafford R Cole in his
book3, Italian Genealogical Records,
considers these records to be 'one of the
most difficult sources to research’.

However, we have recently been able to
examine documents containing two such

lists from the contiguous comuni® of
Tirano and Villa di Tirano in the Province of
Sondrio, Lombardy Region, Italy.

The first® document lists passports issued
by the Comune di Tirano for the years
1873 to 1891, although the list for 1882 is
missing. This document, with about 800
entries, has been discussed and analysed
extensively by one of usf. The second less
formal document’, from the neighbouring
Comune di Villa di Tirano is in a small
exercise book containing about 500
separate entries on 24 pages. As discussed
below, we found that the first 168 names in
this document were of people from the
comune who were known to be abroad at
the beginning of 1865. Then there followed
lists of passports issued in the years 1872
to 1892. The document from Tirano has
also been analysed statistically by Sabrina
Albanese for Jacqueline Templeton® and a
transcription has recently been brought to
our notice?,

The province of Sondrio consists
essentially of two valleys, the smaller, the
Valchiavenna in the west and the larger, the
Valtellina, traversed by the upper Adda river
in the east. Both valleys open onto Lake
Como. Tirano and Villa di Tirano are in the
Valtellina and lie approximately 50 km from
the lake. Only 7% of the land in the
province is cultivable. This hardly provided
an easy living and a widespread system of
seasonal migration to neighbouring states
was the norm for some centuries. Driven
by harsh economic reality from the 1850s
onwards it is not surprising that people
from the province would be among the first
transoceanic migrants from ltaly. Their
destinations were America (both North and
South) and also Australia. Jacqueline
Templeton in her 1995 paper'® has
discussed the reasons for the marked
preference of the Valtellinese to migrate to
Australia whereas those from Valchiavenna
largely chose America.

The last 500 years in the Valtellina

In 1512, the Grigioni from the Swiss
Canton immediately to the north
conquered the Valtellina and were to rule it




until 1797, except for a brief period from
1620 to 1639. Sondrio province has always
been a border land, but for those nearly
300 years, the border was to its south -
catholics ruled by protestants. In 1797, the
French were welcomed with high
expectations, however their rule was much
more repressive than that of the Grigioni.
The border was now immediately to the
north and Tirano and Villa di Tirano were
right on it. With the Congress of Vienna in
1815, the Austrians became their new
rulers. They inherited a desperately poor
province with hardly a road worthy of the
name and the valley land marshy and
subject to frequent flooding. The
construction of stop banks along the Adda
and the draining of marshes was begun,
but more importantly between 1815 and
1828 nearly 300 km of roads were built
and a road along the eastern side of Lake
Como to Lecco was constructed. Roads
were constructed over the Spluga Pass to
the north of Chiavenna and the Stelvio
Pass to link the Valtellina with the Alto
Adige and the road over the Aprica Pass
leading to Brescia was reconstructed.
However, the economy, already hard hit by
the incompetence and repression of the
French went from bad to worse.

Wine produced from the terraced slopes
on the northern side of the valley of the
Adda was overwhelmingly the most
important export from the Valtellina. The
very good prices for wine in the years 1813
to 1817 encouraged a big increase in
grape plantings, so that by 1845, the area
of land in vineyards was twice that in 1800.
However, inevitably this huge increase in
output led to very low prices. That would
have been enough, but a 'mistake' in
calculating the land tax led to an
excessively high tax that was quite
unsupportable. Worse was to come. As we
discuss below, the grape harvest failed
disastrously for 14 years from 1847.
Stefano Jacini'' in 1858 called Sondrio
province the 'Ireland of Lombardy. Why
did anyone stay? But to leave you needed
a passport.

ltalia
These passports were one page only and

valid for one year. Their main features are
seen in the extract (Fig. 1.) of that of Ettore
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Checchi, issued at Florence in March
1876. Issued in the name of Vittorio
Emanuele II, King of Italy, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs 'prayed' that the authorities
would grant free passage to Checchi who
had declared that he was going to New
Zealand. His age (23 yrs) was given as well
as height in the most general terms (tall)
and details concerning hair and eye colour.
In addition, his profession (engineer), place
of birth (Pisa) and present domicile
(Firenze) were also listed. This general one
page format remained in use from before
the 1850s until at least the first decade of
the 19th century. The present multi-page
format with a photograph of the bearer was
in use before 1920.

Legal and illegal emigration

Before issuing a passport, the authorities
sought assurance that, among other
things, the would-be emigrant owed no
debts, was not leaving a family without
support and perhaps most importantly was
not liable for military service. A passport
would not be issued to a young man in the
year in which he turned 18, that is, the year
in which he was required to register for
military service. If drafted, he had two years
of service to complete before he could
expect to apply successfully for a passport,
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but even then had to inform the military
authorities where he was going. A person
who did not meet these requirements
would need to leave the country illegally
(emigrazione clandestine). For a border
province like Sondrio in the Lombardy
Region, this was not so difficult. The
border with Switzerland was immediately to
the north of the province. Being in
mountain terrain, it was largely unpatrolled
and the population knew the mountains
well. Transhumance, in which animals were
taken to alpine pastures in summer was
part of their very life. By the second half of
the 19th century smuggling across the
mountains from Switzerland was widely
practised'?. The best paths across them
were well known. Someone who was fit
could climb from the centre of Villa di
Tirano to the Swiss border near Lughina in
two hours.

A young man still liable for military service
could still obtain a passport. An application
by a brother not liable™ for such service
would be made. The very general nature of
the passport description would then allow
the young man to migrate apparently
legally. Stories of such happenings are
common among their descendents.
Evidence from the matching of
naturalization applications, passenger lists,
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Fig 1. An extract from the passport, issued 10 March 1876. to Ettore Checchi, passenger on the Fritz Reuter,
departed from Hamburg 12 April 1876, and arrived at Wellington, New Zealand, 7 Aug 1876. Although an
engineer, he was described as a labourer on the passenger list. After a short time in Wellington he went lo
Melbourne, where by 1892, he was Chief Engineer of the Public Works Department.
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vital records in both Italy and Australia, as
well as the lists we are discussing provide
several examples.

Other archival sources

We were able to understand the first part of
the document from Villa di Tirano by
reference to a census' carried out as of 1
January 1865. This 'Registro di
Popolazione' lists all members of the
comune by family. The first entries are for
families in the Contrada' del Ragno
(nearest to Tirano) and then they move
successively down the valley, sequentially
listing families from contrade like
Valpilasca, Sonvico, Maranta, Derada,
San  Antonio, Pedosi, Dessedo,
Campagna and then across the Adda to
the contrade of Stazzona. Even if a
member of a family was abroad, they
would still be listed together with their
country of residence. A similar census'
exists for Tirano - a 'Ruolo Generale'
dating from 1834. Both censuses were
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updated for some time. Military draft lists
(Liste di Leva') survive (with some gaps)
for the years subsequent to 1856 in the
Archivio di Stato, Sondrio. These
effectively list all males who survived until
the age of 18. For those migrating after the
mid 1870s these easily accessible records
can be used to identify individuals with
more certainty, especially in the Villa di
Tirano list which is not as detailed as that
for Tirano.

What did the two documents
look like?

Neither the Registri dei nullaosta nor the
Elenco di individui were compiled with
great care. Consequently it was often
difficult to decipher them. Poor
handwriting and abbreviations were also
problems. In the case of the list from Villa
di Tirano, parts of some entries were in
faded pencil and parts of other entries
were written over or crossed out,
increasing the difficulty.

o
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Elenco di individui emigrati all
estero 1892, Villa di Tirano

Extracts from this document are shown in
Figs, 2a and 2b. The first page (see Fig. 2a)
began with an overall heading and column
headings. There then followed two sections.
The first was a list of 101 names which are
of individuals from Villa di Tirano' itself,
while the second was a list of 67 names
headed 'Stazzona’. Only one date (1863)
appeared anywhere in these two lists (see
Fig. 2a). Comparison with a sample of
entries in the Registro di Popolazione
enabled us to identify the way in which
these two sections were constructed. They
are the names of all those who were known
to be abroad at the beginning of 1865 as
noted in the Registro di Popolazione.
A comparison with passenger lists for arrival
in Melbourne, which places the date of
departure of many of these individuals in
the years 1859 - 1864, confirms this
inference. These two sections are therefore
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Fig. 2a. An extract from the Elenco degli individui emigrati, Villa di Tirano. As discussed in the text, entries [ - 8 list emigrants from the contrade of Ragno
and Valpilasca who had left before 1865. Entry no. 7 is for Filippo Canobbio. After arriving in Australia in 1860, he moved to New Zealand in 1865 where
even as late as 1916, it was noted thal he was a gold miner.
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Fig. 2b. This second extract lists the first five passports issued in 1888. The second, to Antonio Poletti,
actually allowed his younger brother, Giovanni (b. 28 Sep 1868) to migrate to Australia and avoid the draft.

particularly interesting as they document
the very first transoceanic migrants from
Villa di Tirano in the middle of the 19th
century. A third section, arranged
chronologically, listed passports issued in
the years 1872 - 1892. A further loose leaf
had a short list headed Rimpatriati nel 10
gen[naio| 1888 (Returned as at 10 January
1888). In all but one case the 8 people in
this list can be associated with a return to
Villa di Tirano of people in the rest of the
document. This could have been either
temporary or permanent.

Registri dei nullaosta per
passaporti per |'estero, Tirano

Unlike the document from Villa di Tirano,
this consisted of several sub-documents
with varying formats. The list of passports
issued before 1883 was in a single book.
This was not in tabular form and mixed in
with the passport applications were those
for permission to carry firearms etc. No list
labelled 1882 has been found. Whether
lost or whether applications made in 1882
were merely added to those in the list

labelled 1881 is not known. However, there
was a separate register for 1883 and each
subsequent year. The tabular format of
these registers is shown in Fig. 3.

Information in the two lists

The more detailed of the two lists is that
from Tirano. As its title implies, it is indeed
a list of those to whom passports were
issued and each entry generally gave the
family name and name of the applicant
together with that of their father. Age or
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Fig. 3 An extract from the nullaosta. It is for the first three applicants in 1884 and gives the left hand page only. On the right hand page were three further columns,
one for the date of departure, the next listed the documents needed to support the application. The third was available for any comments. Andrea Tenni and Carlo De
Luis boarded the John Elder at Naples about 18 January 1884 and arrived in Melbourne on 26 February. Their passports were issued on 7 January.
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year of birth was recorded as well as [l a0

occupation and civil status (married, .,

single, etc.). Beginning with 1883, the
comune of birth was also given. As
expected, this was mostly Tirano. The
country or city of destination was generally
given. If a married couple or a family group
were applying, in general a single passport
would be applied for and issued. For the
years 1873 - 1879 and 1883 - 1893, the
application date is also given, while from
1883, the departure date is given as well.
The difference between these two dates
was generally less than a month and
sometimes was less than a week. It
appears that the passports were issued
within a few days of the request.

The origin of the first two sections of the
document from Villa di Tirano has been
outlined above. They were exactly what the
title claimed: a list of emigrants. Like the
document from Tirano, the third section
covering the years 1872 - 1892 refers to
the issuing of passports. For 1882 and the
subsequent years, direct comparison
between the actual date in the list and the
date of departure of the ship for Australia
was possible for some of the people in the
list. The date given in this list generally
preceded the ship's departure date by less
than a month and was sometimes little
more than a week. By comparison with the
Tirano list it could be either the application
date or date of issue.

In order to make the information in these
documents more widely available in
Australia and New Zealand, we have
written a brief Report'® which contains
databases extracted from each document
and deposited it in the archives of the
Italian Historical Society, Melbourne. The
Report begins with a brief introduction,
then for each comune, the original lists
have been transcribed and also sorted
alphabetically by family name to produce
lists which allow individuals to be more
easily found.

-

A transcription of the complete Registri dei
Nullaosta per passaporti per l'estero from
Tirano which gives additional information
is given in the Tesi di Laurea of one of us,
(Emanuela Menghina'®). Since they were
not needed for the purpose of the thesis,
neither the date of issue or departure is
included in this transcription. A copy of the
thesis has also been deposited with the
Italian Historical Society, Melbourne. In
most cases, despite the decipherment
difficulties the information given for each
person  gives an  unambiguous
identification.

a Of this total, 3 were for New Zealand.

b Of this total, 14 were for Uruguay.

¢ Both 'America’ and 'North America' included.

d More than one (or an unspecified) destination, or a destination not included

in the table.
e All to Australia
f  Of this total, 2 to Peru, 4 to Mexico, 1 to Chile, 5 to Brazil
TIRANO VILLA

Destination no. of migrants % of migrants no. of migrants % of migrants

" Northern Europe 26 3% | 16 5%
‘Australia 3142 35% | 174¢ 51%
‘Argentina 3020 34% 41" | 12%
'America’ © 66 % _ 101 30%
Switzerland 130 5% | 2 1%
other ¢ 54 6% | 7 2% |
totals 892 100% 341 ~100%

Table 1: Declared destinations from Tirano (1873 - 1891) and Villa di Tirano (1872 - 1892).

The few whose destination was given as 'ltaly’ or 'interno’ are not included.
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Australia has been the preferred
destination for migrants from the region of
the Valtellina centred on Tirano. See for
instance Templeton (1995)%°. The analysis
of the declared destinations from both
comuni confirms this, however, the
patterns are slightly different as shown in
Table 1 and Fig. 4. To simplify the
presentation, 'Australia’ includes three
tiranesi?' who gave New Zealand as their
destination while 'Argentina’ includes 14
who declared for Uruguay. Twelve
villaschi?? with destinations in other South
American countries (or Mexico) have been
added to the number for 'Argentina’.
‘America’ includes destinations specified as
America, North America and 'Stati Uniti'.

In round figures, for Tirano, one third
chose Australia and a further third chose
South America, of whom most declared
their destination to be Argentina. Only 8%
chose 'America’. For Villa di Tirano, the
preference for Australia was stronger. One
half chose that country, with one third for
‘America. Only 12% chose South
American destinations. The two charts
illustrate these differences. The significant
fraction of tiranese with Switzerland as a
destination is related to an established
seasonal migration, mostly in March and

Tirano — Destinations

Other

Europe

Australia

Villa di Tirano —
Destinations

| Switzerland

Argentina

Fig. 4 Declared destinations
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Fig. 3 Villa di Tirano, declared destinations

April. The corresponding migration of the
villaschi was to the alpine pastures in the
Alpi Orobie to its south - no need for a
passport®. It was not until 1881 (Tirano)
and 1884 (Villa di Tirano), that Buenos
Aires appeared as a destination. Its
popularity grew quickly among the tiranesi
and for the years 1883 - 1891, Argentina
attracted more migrants than Australia.
For the villaschi, this was never the case,
although its popularity did increase.

From Table 1, for the years 1873 - 1891
after subtracting those going to
Switzerland, total migrant numbers were
762 and 322 for Tirano and Villa di Tirano
respectively. These are 12% and 9% of the
1881 populations?*. Not too much can be
read into the difference between these
numbers, what is significant is that about a
tenth of the populations of both comuni
migrated in those years - mostly to
transoceanic destinations.

The information from Villa di Tirano spans
more than three decades when that from
the first two sections of the document is
included. The relative preferences for
Australia' and 'America’ changed only a

1972-82

—=— America

little in that time as shown in Fig. 6. For all
three epochs, as illustrated in the figure,
‘Australia’ was preferred by about one half
of the migrants and America by about one
third. Only in the last epoch were there a
significant number, still only 17%,
choosing 'Argentina'.

We searched passenger lists for arrival in
Melbourne of men in the first two sections
of the document from Villa di Tirano and
found the year of departure and arrival for
a total of 46 of them. As Table 2 shows,

1883-92

—— Argentina
—o— other

following a trickle in 1859, there was a
strong peak in 1860 with over 20
departures, followed by declining numbers
in the four subsequent years. As discussed
above, the relative preferences of the
villaschi for the different transoceanic
destinations changed only a little over
three decades. If we assume this applies
from year to year, we can get a rough
estimate of the total numbers leaving
Villa di Tirano in each of the years 1859 -
1864. The last column in Table 2 gives this
estimate. Of course the total is equal to all
of those, (109 + 61 = 170), in the first two
sections of the document from Villa di
Tirano.

Year ‘ no. departing in year 7 no. arriving in year at  total departing pe? year
from Villa Melbourne from Villa
1859 7] 3 18
1860 24 22 89
1861 9 7 33
1862 6 12 22
1863 1 0 4
1864 I 2 4
total 46 46 170

Table 2: Migration from Villa di Tirano to Australia in the years 1859 - 1864,
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Migration numbers over the years

Fig. 6 gives the number of migrants per
year for both comuni obtained from Tables
2 and 3 (see below). But remember that we
have estimated the numbers for Villa di
Tirano for the years 1859 - 1864 and there
is no data for Villa di Tirano for the years
1865 - 1871 and for Tirano for the years
1859 - 1872 and 1882 and 1892.
Nevertheless, the pattern for Villa di Tirano
is striking. There must have been a huge
exodus in 1860. Even if we just average the
number of migrants for the years 1859 -
1864, that average is exceeded for only
four subsequent years. For the two
decades beginning with 1872, the
migration numbers from Tirano and from
Villa di Tirano showed a remarkably similar
pattern. A peak in 1873/74 was followed by
a trough which lasted until 1880/81. There
followed a peak in about 1884 with a
minor decline and a peak in 1888/89. With
this similarity of patterns for the two
comuni for these two decades, it seems
likely that Tirano, like Villa di Tirano, would
also have had a significant migration peak
in 1860.

This peak (see Fig. 6) in the early 1860s is
clearly related to almost complete failure
of the grape harvest in the Valtellina in the
years 1850 - 1863. From 1851 until the
use of sulphur was found to control it,
powdery mildew (Oidium Tuckerei) so
devastated the harvest that, for example, in
1857, wine production was only four
percent of that in 1847%. As Bartolomeo
Besta”® observed, 'for 14 pitiless years
production completely failed and the
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Valtellina was almost liquidated. The man
responsible for demonstrating the
effectiveness of sulphur in combating this
disease was Luigi Torelli, born in Villa di
Tirano, who for two years from December
1859, was Governor of Sondrio Province.
Adulterated sulphur and an inexact
knowledge of the required application
rates gave rise to considerable scepticism
concerning the effectiveness of the
treatment. Torelli refuted this by a direct
demonstration of its worth in a vineyard he
had rented for this purpose. By September
1860, he was able to record with some
pride?’ that this vineyard was 'a beautiful
green oasis amidst the destruction caused
by the powdery mildew. With this
demonstration and the immediate
widespread application of sulphur, wine
production increased and the decreased
migration over the years 1861 - 1864 can
be understood.

The smaller migration rates in the 1870s
are a reflection of the gradual
improvement in the provincial economy,
but with the generally worsening situation
for all agriculture in Italy in the 1880s,
migration can again be seen as an attempt
by the desperately poor contadini® to
escape the extreme poverty of the country.
This trend was exacerbated in the Valtellina
by falling prices for wine and by the advent
of another mildew, peronospora or downy
mildew. The higher migration rates in the
1880s from both Tirano and Villa di Tirano
reflect these new disasters. At least the
province was spared from the ravages of
filossera (phylloxera) until the beginning of
the 20th century.®

Year Villa Tirano Year Villa Tirano
182 6 na 1883 4 | 76
1873 | [ 69 1884 29 9]

1874 13 | 49 1885 | 28 61
1875 | 0 20 1886 16 56
1876 3 | 9 1887 18 | 46
8 5 | 7| 1888 14 - 98
1878 3 1 1889 47 88
1879 4 12 1890 21 | 58
1880 | 20 5 1891 14 49
1881 | 5 | 67 | 1892 | 14 na
1862 30 na total 344 892

The men who were not in the list
from Villa di Tirano

Needless to say, emigrati clandestini do
not appear on the list. At least 15 of these
from Villa di Tirano are known from
comparisons between records in Australia
and New Zealand and in Sondrio province.
It was convenient to have a passport to
leave Italy, but far from necessary. Here are
some of their stories.

Although Andrea Bassi fu Giovanni (b. 27
Jan 1871) was issued with a passport on 22
February 1888 and was found as A. Bassi
on the Hohenzollern which arrived in
Melbourne on 13 April of that year, he did
not arrive in Australia until 1891. Instead it
was his brother, Pietro Bassi (b. 14 Dec
1868) who spilled the beans when he
applied for naturalisation in 1904. He had
been the one on the Hohenzollem. Of
course, Pietro was declared to be
renitente’® when he did not appear before
the draft board in 1888, as was Andrea
when his turn came in 1891. Probably
Andrea just found it inconvenient to apply
for a passport. Certainly, his name is not in
the lists for 1890 or 1891.

On the passenger list of the Reichstag
when it arrived in Wellington, New Zealand
from Hamburg on 6 August 1874 were four
men whose home was given as Villa di
Tirano. Three of them are in the passport
list for that year, however Giacomo Negri
(b. 8 Oct 1847) is not. It was easier for him
to cross into Switzerland and pick up the
train for Hamburg in St Moritz than to go to
the trouble of applying for a passport.

We don't know just how Giovanni Poletti-
Trott (b. 17 Feb 1868) made his way to
Australia in 1891. He certainly did not apply
for a passport and he does not appear on
passenger lists for arrival in Melbourne.
Nevertheless in 1891 he joined his older
brother, Bortolo (b. 2 Oct 1864), then living
in Bealiba, east of Bendigo. In 1890,
Bortolo had however done the right thing
and applied for a passport for his voyage to
Melbourne. A family story that he then
posted his passport back for his brother, to
use seems unlikely since his passport would
have expired. Is the following a clue?
Giovanni was certainly involved in
smuggling from Switzerland and would

Table 3: The number of people for whom passports were issued per year for each comune for the wo decades have known the mountains well. In two
from 1872. No data was available for Tirano for the years 1872. 1882 and 1892.
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hours he could have made it to Switzerland
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from Villa di Tirano. Subsequently, he
could have travelled by train to London and
caught one of the Shaw Saville liners which
called at Hobart on their way to New
Zealand. From there he would have
travelled by an inter colonial steamer to
Melbourne. Bernardo Maffescioni from
Teglio who arrived in Dunolly in early 1890
used this route. Dunolly is 21 km south
east of Bealiba.

Except for those who used their brother's
passport, almost all of these emigrati
clandestini boarded ships in northern
Europe, emphasising that they would have
crossed the border into Switzerland before
travelling by train to one of these ports.
Just when Domenico Moratti (b. 15 Aug
1862) first migrated to Australia is
uncertain, but in 1882 he was recorded as
renitente, nevertheless he returned to Villa
di Tirano and in 1901 presented himself to
the draft board and was duly enlisted. That
he had skipped the draft 19 years before
did not appear to be held against him.

The earliest transoceanic
migrants from Villa di Tirano

Here are thumbnail sketches of three of the
46 we have identified.

The earliest migrants we can certainly
identify are Battista Genetti (b. 4 Mar

year

1832) and Tomaso Damiani (b. 3 April
1837) who left Liverpool on 5 February
1859 on the Marco Polo and arrived in
Melbourne on 13 May. Genetti married
Hannah Walsh in 1876, bought land and
settled in Bealiba, about 90 km west of
Bendigo in Victoria. By 1892 he had 5
acres of grapes and at his death, owned
over 200 acres (81 hectares) of land at
Bealiba. However, the rest of the tale is
tragic. His only son died when one year old
and his wife in 1887. Although his three
daughters were alive when he died in 1908,
all were dead within a year. We have been
unable to find any further record of
Damiani in Australia.

As they go through life, some people seem
to tun up in all of the official records.
Filippo Canobbio (b. 5 Mar 1839) is one
of these. He arrived in Melbourne on the
Red Jacket on 27 April 1860 along with
seven others from Villa di Tirano. In
October 1865, he crossed the Tasman sea
on the Gothenburg to Hokitika, Westland
and was soon mining for gold in that
province. According to the Italian
Consulate at Melbourne he was still there
in 1868. The ltalian censuses in 1877 and
1880 placed him at Waimea, Westland and
still mining for gold. At his naturalisation in
1896, the name of Waimea had been
changed to Goldsborough, but his

Bl Villa di Tirano

] Tirano

occupation was the same. Despite his
naturalization, he was registered as an
alien in 1916 and at the reputed age of 80
was unmarried and still a gold miner, by
now at Kumara, where he died in 1920.

The name of a certain Giovanni Poletti-
Riz fu Giovanni is the last entry in the
'Stazzona' section of the document from
Villa di Tirano. He was either 'Giovanni
Politti’ [sic| on the Persian or 'Greani Politto’
[sic] on Commodore Perry, which both
arrived in Melbourne in 1860. Sometimes
official records can lead you astray: when a
Giovanni Poletti married Annie Stewart at
Jamieson in 1868, his birthplace was
recorded as Ancona which is a seaport on
the Adriatic coast of Italy. Actually he was
this Giovanni Poletti-Riz (b. 14 Nov 1823).
His bride, aged 25 got a much older man
than she thought, since he declared his
age to be 35 instead of 44. Nevertheless by
1888, they had nine children, all born at
Jamieson, a gold mining town now
situated on the shores of Lake Eildon in
Victoria. He must have expected his sons
to follow him as gold miners from an early
age, since he and two of his sons are listed
as directors of the 'Queen of the Alps
Quartz Mining Company when it was
registered in 1872. The ages of his sons
would have been one and three years!
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