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Giuliano-Dalmati refugees en route from the German camp of Aurich to the International Refugee Organisation (IRO)
camp in Bagnoli, Naples, August 4, 1950. From Bagnoli they migrated to Canada, Australia and the
USA. Among them was Lavio Fantini who would later emigrate to Australia.
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GIANFRANCO  CRESCIANI IS AN
HISTORIAN  WHO  SPECIALIZES IN
ITALIAN MIGRATION HISTORY. AMONG
HIS BEST KNOWN WORKS ARE FASCISM,
ANTI-FASCISM AND ITALIANS IN AUSTRALIA
1922-1945  (AUSTRALIAN  NATIONAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1980) AND THE
ITALIANS IN  AUSTRALIA (CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS, 2003). THE FOCUS
OF HIS RESEARCH AT PRESENT IS
THE DISPLACEMENT OF ITALIANS
FROM THE REGIONS OF VENEZIA -
GIULIA, ISTRIA, FIUME AND DALMATIA.

No army in history has managed an invasion
without barbarism and torture emerging as an
inevitable part of the process.

(David Williamson, Sydney Morning Herald, 20
August 2004)

The eminent British historian Eric Hobsbawm,
in his book Interesting Times. A Twentieth
Century Life, in recounting his experiences
as practitioner of this discipline, made the
point that

history needs distance, not only from the passions,
emotions, ideologies and fears...but from the

even more dangerous temptations of identity.
History needs mobility and the ability to survey
and explore a large territory, that is to say, the
ability to move beyond one's roots. .. Anachronism
and provincialism are two of the deadly sins of
history, both equally due to a sheer ignorance of
what things are like elsewhere...Identity is defined
against someone else, it implies not identifying with
the other. It leads to disaster.

Hobsbawm'’s observation is a paradigm of
the way in which the history of the tragic
events that took place in North Eastern
Italy during the Twentieth Century has in
the past been approached by most Italian
and Slovene historians. It is a history of two
minorities that could not even agree on the
name of the region which for centuries they
both had been inhabiting side-by-side:
Venezia Giulia for the Italians, Primorska
(Littoral) for the Slovene. The rationale
behind this historiography, based on the
principle of reductio ad excludendum

(of wilfully ignoring the ‘other’), was best

described by Sergio Romano, diplomat,

historian and columnist for the Corriere della GIANFRANCO
CRESCIANI

Sera, when he wrote in his book / confini
della storia (The Boundaries of History):

We have the same memories, we witnessed the
same events...and most probably are drawing
the same conclusions. Yet, what is changing is
that interplay of light and shadow which, in the
final analysis, is conditioning the personal view
and the sensitivity of the historian.2

For centuries, the North-Eastern frontier

of Italy and the entire Dalmatian coastline
facing the Adriatic Sea have been a point
of contact, as well as conflict, between

the Latin and the Slav inhabitants of the
region. The Romans established several
military outposts and settlements to defend
their borders, and as a base for further
conquests. In 33 B.C the Roman Emperor
Augustus ordered the construction of
fortified walls around Tergestum, today's
Trieste, as a bulwark against the lllyrians;
later, Aquileia became an important outpost
of the Roman Empire, only to succumb in
452 A.D. to the advancing armies of Attila
the Hun. The Venetians, during their five
hundred years of maritime supremacy,

in order to protect their sea routes to the
Orient from pirates, established a network
of fortified settlements along Istria and

the Dalmatian coast, penetrating only a
few miles into the interior, which remained
predominantly populated by Slav people.
Therefore, right through the history of this
region, one can detect the mutual, endemic
fear of invasion, occupation and cultural
subjugation, coming from the Roman,
Venetian or Fascist empires as far as the
Slavs were concerned, or from the barbaric
tribes, the pirates, the Turks or the Slavo-
Communists as far as the Venetian or
Italian-speaking population was concerned.

On the other hand, Austria-Hungary,

with its relative tolerance of cultural and
administrative autonomy for the mosaic of
nationalities which constituted its empire,
was an exception to this historical trend of
fear and violence, even if Vienna increasingly
played the policy of ‘divide and rule’ to
maintain its control over the warring ethnic
groups. After 1815 Vienna favoured the
Slavs over resurgent Italian nationalism
which threatened the established social and
political balance in the Adriatic dominions of
the Empire.

It was during the Twentieth Century, at
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MAP LEGEND

—=-+-+The old border of the State of

Fiume.

== The W border between Italy

and the kingdoms of Serbia, Croatia
and Slovenia ratified by the Treaty of
Rapallo in 1920.
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the end of the First World War, with the
collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
and the establishment of the new Kingdom
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and the
advent of Fascism in Italy that the conflict
re-surfaced and intensified. Liberal Italy
emerged victorious from the war, and was
granted by the Treaty of Versailles a new
border, later confirmed by the Treaty of
Rapallo on 12 November 1920. This thrust
deeply into Slav lands, annexing more than
a quarter of what was then considered by
Slovenes their ethnic territory and included
approximately 327,000 Slovenes, out of a
total population of 1.5 million people. While
the minority rights of the Italian community
in Dalmatia were protected by the Treaty of
Rapallo, those of the Slovene and Croatian
minorities in the territories recently annexed
by Italy were not: also, the new Italian
administration applied a policy of restrictive
measures aimed at suppressing Slav
nationalism. They included the sacking

of local government administrations, the
internment and deportation of intellectuals,
the dissolution of national councils and the
sentencing by military tribunals.

The situation worsened dramatically for
the Slav minorities after the coming to
power of Fascism. On 13 July 1920 the
Narodni Dom, the House of the People in
Trieste housing Slovene organisations, was
burned down by Fascist black shirts. In a
concerted policy aimed to assimilate and
de-nationalise the minorities, the Regime
progressively shut down most Slovene

or Croat institutions. Between 1918 and
1928, 488 primary schools were closed, as
well as some 400 cultural, sporting, youth,
social and professional organisations and
libraries, three political parties,

31 newspapers and journals and 300
co-operatives and financial institutions.3
The Regime imposed the exclusive use of
the Italian language at school, outlawed
political parties and prohibited the
speaking of Slovene in public. It curtailed
the employment of Slovenes in the public
service, ‘italianised’ all names of roads and
localities and in 1928 even forced Slovenes
and Croats to ‘italianise’ their names and
surnames. In the Province of Trieste alone,
3,000 surnames were ‘modified’ and 60,000
people had their surname, and often

even their name amended to an Italian-
sounding form.4 In its effort to achieve

a 'bonifica etnica’ (ethnic reclaiming),
Fascism favoured the emigration of
Slovenes, especially if they were teachers
or intellectuals. Slovene estimates claim
that between the two World Wars 105,000
Slovenes and Croats left Italian Venezia
Giulia, Istria and Dalmatia.5

It is therefore not surprising that a deep
sense of resentment and hatred developed
among Slovenes and Croats, who were
compelled to maintain their cultural
traditions in the privacy of their families

or at secret meetings. Their hostility for
whatever was Fascist or Italian found

an unavoidable outlet in terrorism and
sabotage. The first terrorist organization,
TIGR (from the initials of Trieste, Istria,
Gorizia, Rijeka), which aiming to combat
Italian rule and defend Slovene identity,
was established at the end of 1927, while
the first armed assault on Slav supporters
of the Italian Regime took place at Monte
Camus, near Pisino in Istria, on 24 March
1929. Of the five attackers apprehended,
four were sentenced to 30-year jail terms
and one, Vladimir Gortan, to death.
Gortan was executed on 17 October
1929. Between 1927 and 1932, the
Fascist Special Tribunal for the Defence
of the State sentenced 106 Slav people
to jail terms totalling 1,124 years. On 6
September 1930, four Slovenes were
executed at Basovizza, near Trieste, after
been found guilty of bomb attacks. The
Corriere della Sera reported on

4 April 1931 that, during the previous four
months, Slav resistance had committed
15 murders and 30 armed attacks, burned
18 schools and factories and perpetrated
8 acts of terrorism and 4 of espionage.8
Between 1939 and September 1943, of
the 35 executions by firing squad carried
out against anti-Fascists at Forte Bravetta,
in Rome, 18 involved people born in the
provinces of Trieste, Gorizia, Pola and
Fiume. Two were Croats, the rest Slovenes
‘harbouring hostile feelings against Italy' as
testified by the Police at their trial.”




Perhaps the most emblematic instance

of the Fascist policy of brutal repression

of Slovene irredentism was what Slovene
historiography later called the Second
Trieste Trial. From 2-14 December 1941,
the Special Tribunal for the Defence of the
State arraigned sixty Slovenes who were
accused of espionage and sabotage.

Four were found not guilty, nine were
condemned to death and the others

were sentenced to jail terms totalling 666
years. Five of the nine were executed the
following day at Opicina, near Trieste, and
the remaining four had their sentences
commuted to life imprisonment. The Public
Prosecutor called for exemplary sentencing
because, as he put it, ‘more than punishing
individual culpability, we must re-establish
the primacy of civilisation and demonstrate
the guilt of an entire people, incapable of
submitting itself to a State and an elect
Nation that rears civilisation... all Slovenes
are guilty until they remain Slovene’.8

The vicious German air bombardment of
Belgrade on Easter Sunday, 6 April 1941,
and the invasion by the Italian Army of
Slovenia and Croatia on 11 April, brought
about the collapse of the Kingdom of the
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. On 17 April
the Yugoslav plenipotentiaries signed
unconditional surrender to the German
Army in Belgrade, and the former Kingdom
was carved up among the victors. On

3 May 1941, in violation of international law
that barred the annexation of conquered
territories while fighting continued on, Italy
seized 5,242 square kilometres of Slovenia
and its 380,000 inhabitants, calling it the
Province of Lubiana. Dalmatia, including
the islands of Arbe and Veglia, for a total
area of 5,381 square kilometres and a
population of 380,000 people, of whom
280,000 were Croat, 90,000 Serb and
5,000 Italian, was also incorporated into
the Kingdom of Italy.2 For the following 29
months, the Italian Regime would have
within its borders approximately 700,000
Slovenes, that is, almost half the entire
Slovene nation.

After 1941 the German and ltalian
aggression mobilised a large part of the
Serb, Slovene and Croat people behind
the emerging partisan movement, the
leadership of which was soon monopolised
by Tito and the Yugoslav Communist

Party by reason of its nationalist as well as
socialist aims. This was also the case for
Slovenes and Croats in Istria and Venezia
Giulia, who saw in the partisans the
defenders of their independence as well
as the carriers of social revolution. Slovene
and Croat resistance attracted brutal

A CLASH OF CIVILISATIONS?
THE SLOVENE AND [TALIAN MINORITIES AND THE PROBLEM OF TRIESTE FROM BOROVNICA TO BONEGILLA

counter-insurgency measures on the part
of the Fascist regime. More than 65,000
Army, Black Shirts and Carabinieri were
employed in the Province of Lubiana in an
attempt to destroy the Osvobodilna Fronta
(Liberation Front).

Mussolini, during a visit to Gorizia on

31 July 1942, outlined the policy of
repression to be followed by military
authorities. In a meeting with Marshal Ugo
Cavallero and generals Ambrosio, Roatta
and Robotti, he stated that ‘| believe we
must respond to partisan “terror” with a
policy of fire-and-brimstone (‘ferro e fuoco')
... This people will never love us. Do not
worry about the economic suffering inflicted
upon the population. They have asked for
it. Now they must pay ...| would not oppose
the mass transfer of the population A few
days earlier, on 26 June 1942, General
Mario Robotti, commanding the XI Army
Corps in Slovenia and Dalmatia, had
declared that 'ltaly’s dominion and prestige
must be restored at any price, even if the
entire Slovene population disappear and
Slovenia is destroyed'.™0

It is in the light of these events which
preceded the Italian armistice of

8 September 1943, the collapse of the
Italian Army and of civil administration in
Venezia Giulia, Istria, Fiume and Dalmatia
and the occupation by the German Army
of these provinces, that one must consider
the tragic events which unfolded between
1943 and 1956, events which for decades
left a deep scar in the social and political
psyche of both Italians and Slovenes and
Croats still living in these provinces. This
scar has not only affected economic,
political, social and cultural interchange,
but also the dispassionate historical
examination of what really happened and
why. Only in 1994, almost fifty years after
the cessation of hostilities, the Italian and
the Slovene Governments appointed a
Mixed Commission of historians, seven
from each country, to study the past without
political strumentalizzazioni (exploitation to
one's benefit) or hidden agendas. After six
years, the Mixed Commission produced a
document, Dossier Italia-Slovenia. 1880-
1956, which details the points of agreement
and those of dissent, in the interpretation
of the history of this period. The report,
published by the newspapers // Piccolo
and Primorski Dnevnik of Trieste on 4 April
2001M, is an important document which will
assist in exorcising the hatreds of the past
and in creating necessary bridges towards

o ITALIAN |
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ABOVE The foiba of Pisino is
the largest of over one hundred
of natural cavities in the region
of Istria. It is also one of the
most ill-famed.

(Modiana Collection).
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accept this embattled history. As remarked
in April 2001 by Italian Under-Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, Umberto Ranieri, ‘Trieste
anyhow has so far demonstrated itself still
to be the "soft belly”, unable to metabolise
its most recent past'.’2 Also on the Slovene
side the 40 days temporary occupation

of Trieste in May-June 1945 and its failed
annexation have created a 'black hole’ in
the historical memory of that nation. The
disappointment for and the reluctance to
speak of the 'vittoria mutilata’ (mutilated
victory), of the humiliating retreat from
Trieste by the militarily victorious partisan
army, repelled by international diplomacy,
comes out starkly in the interviews of
former Slovene partisans carried out in
1990 by historian Marta Verginella.13 Her
finding is endorsed by Triestine historian
Giampaolo Valdevit, who makes the
observation that 'the “vittoria mutilata”, that
is the 40 days, is the only undocumented
episode in a historical account in which
continuity is the norm. Incidentally, if we
find this lack of memory [on the Slovene
side, n.d.a.], on the ltalian side we do not;
on the contrary, it is something of which the
Italian historical memory is full. (I refer... to
the 40 days and most of all to the episode
of the infoibamenti) (killings in the foibe)'.14

The foibe, natural cavities that stud the
countryside around Trieste and Istria where,
in 1943 and again in 1945, Tito’s partisan

army threw, alive or after a summary
execution, Italian and German prisoners-of-
war and civilians, Italian as well as Slovene,
who were considered compromised with
Fascism or enemies of the new Yugoslav
political order, is still a burning issue in

the historical memory of Trieste and of the
hundreds of thousands of Italians who had
to flee from the areas occupied by Tito’s
forces.

Following the collapse of the Fascist
Regime, the partisan movement took
control of the whole of Istria and, between
9 September and 13 October 1943, a
number of ltalians were arrested, summarily
tried and executed by infoibamento. Their
number is difficult to estimate, but most
studies agree that they total 500-700
people, of whom only 325 have been fully
identified.' This campaign of terror and of
settling old scores, political and in some
cases personal, generated fear for their
safety among most Italians living in the
coastal towns of Istria.

The nightmare for the ltalian community
ended when the Wehrmacht, assisted by
contingents of Italian Black Shirts, swept
through Venezia Giulia and Istria and

by 13 October recaptured these areas.
The German High Command, following
Hitler's order ‘mercilessly to crush the
Slovene Communist insurrection in Istria’,
employed considerable force: the 162th
Turkmen division, the 71th infantry division,
the 24th armoured division Waffen SS
Karstjager, the 44th division Prinz Eugen
and a brigade of SS. On 10 September
Hitler also established the Operationszone
Adriatisches Kustenland, the Zone

of Operations of the Adriatic Littoral,
effectively annexing to the Third Reich
Venezia Giulia and Istria, and nominated
as its Gauleiter the Carinthian Friedrich
Reiner. The rastrellamento (rounding up) in
Istria, allegedly supervised by the Triestine-
born, SS Polizeifuhrer Odilo Globocnick,
the butcher of 1.65 million Jews in Lublin,
was particularly brutal, inflicting 13,000
casualties on the partisan army and the
Slav civilian population.’® Despite these
terrible losses, the German sweep had the
effect of galvanising Croat and Slovene
resistance. Partisan officers sent by Tito

to Istria to re-organise resistance activities
following the mauling of his forces, were
surprised to find among local Croat and
Slovene men, women and even children,
an unflinching determination to fight not
only for their delivery from German and
Italian oppression, but for the irredentist
and nationalist aim to liberate what they
considered to be their lands and for their




return to a Yugoslavia under a Communist
regime."’

From 1943 to 1945 the partisan war in the
provinces annexed by Italy assumed a
particularly savage character. In a speech
made by Marshal Tito at Okroglica, near
Gorizia, on 6 September 1953, he listed
what he called ‘an incomplete, indeed

a very incomplete balance sheet of
crimes’ perpetrated by the Italian Army
against the people of Yugoslavia. In

it, he claimed that ‘the Italian Army ...
caused material damage amounting to

no less than 9,850,000,000 American
dollars. The armies of Italy murdered
437,956 persons in Yugoslavia. They sent
to forced labour 84,512 persons, and
109,437 to concentration camps, while
122,430 people were deported. The Italian
Army destroyed 142,555 village dwelling
houses'.’8 Distinguished Triestine historian
and diplomat Diego De Castro, in his book
Memorie di un novantenne, commented
on Tito’s claims as follows: ‘naturally, these
figures cannot be the real ones because

it is impossible, in situations like this one,
to be precise to the single unit. However,

it can be stated that, on the whole, they
reflect the real situation'.'®

Recent studies by ltalian historians have
more accurately documented lItalian

repression in Slovenia. By 1 February 1943,

24,378 civilian Slovenes were interned in
some 200 concentration camps in ltaly,
including approximately 18% of the entire
population of Lubiana.20 Other Slovene
civilians were interned on the island of
Arbe (Rab), where conditions were horrific.
Data from the Historical-Military Archive

in Belgrade account for 9,537 internees,
7,293 of whom were from the provinces

of Lubiana and Fiume (Rijeka). Of these,
4,958 were men, 1,296 women and 1,039
children.2’ The names of 1,435 who died
of hunger, cold, illness and deprivation
are known. ltalian historian Carlo Spartaco
Capogreco claims that 'this number
represents over 19% of Arbe's Slav
internees, and is higher than the average
mortality rate of the Nazi concentration
camp at Buchenwald, which was 15%
However, Monsignor Joze Srebnic, Bishop
of Veglia (Krk), on 5 August 1943 reported
to Pope Pius Xl that ‘witnesses, who took
part in the burials, state unequivocally

that the number of the dead totals at least
3,500'.22 The mortality rate among the
24,378 Slovene civilians detained in the
concentration camps in Italy was also very
high, approaching 7,000, according to
some historians.23 Between 1 January and
31 May 1943, there were 805 deaths in the
camps at Arbe, Visco, Gonars, Monigo,
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Tito’s partisans guard Trieste from the roofs.
Chiesanuova, Renicci and Fiume.24

The moment of victory for the partisans
came in April 1945 with the routing of the
German forces and their Fascist allies
(units of Junio Valerio Borghese'’s Decima
Mas were then operating in Venezia Giulia
and Istria), the westwards race towards the
Isonzo river, in an attempt to wrestle from
the Anglo-Americans as much territory as
possible, and the occupation of Trieste,
Gorizia and Fiume on 30 April, 1 May and
2 May respectively. Zara had already been
entered by Tito’s forces on 31 October
1944.

For 40 days the partisans were in complete
political, military and administrative
control of Trieste, while the British and
New Zealand forces, who also had
occupied Trieste in the afternoon of 2 May,
stood by without intervening to stop the
wanton arrests of some 17,000 people
and the executions carried out by OZNA
(Oddelek Zascite Naroda, or Section for
the Defence of the People), the Yugoslav
secret police, which in the preceding two
years had index-carded more than 10,000
real and suspected lItalian and Slovene
collaborators with Fascism.

During these 40 days the Yugoslav Army
carried out what the Dossier ltalia-Slovenia.
1880-1956 has called ‘an operation of State
violence ltalian anti-Fascists and people

in uniform, symbols of the Italian State, as
well as Slovene anti-Communists and often
people innocent, except that they were
Italian, were arrested, sometimes tortured
and executed by infoibamento. Many
others were deported to concentration
camps deep inside Slovenia and Croatia,
the most infamous being the one at
Borovnica, near Lubiana where, from June
to September 1945, according to Italian

[TALIAN |
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Departure of the ship Caste/
Verde from Trieste in 1954.
Aboard are many Italian
refugees from Istria, Fiume
and Dalmatia bound for
Australia.
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in 1945-46, Ciro Raner, a former Sergeant
in the Italian Army, indicted for murder and
war crimes committed at Borovnica, since
1987 drew from the Italian National Institute
for Social Security (INPS) a monthly
pension of 569.750 Lire.25 Other camps for
civilian as well as military internees were
situated at Aidussina, Bricko-Banovic,
Crikvenica, Curzola, Grobnico, Idria,
Kocevije, Lubiana, Maresego, Markovici,
Martisnizza, Mitrovica, Prestrane, Ragusa,
Sisak (Zagabria), Teodo (Dalmatia), Tolmino
and Vipacco.

To estimate the exact number of the victims
of infoibamento is extremely difficult. Some
estimates range from 12,000 to 16,500,
but include people unaccounted for. The
most reliable figures range between 4,000
and 5,000 people.26 The Dossier Italia-
Slovenia. 1880-1956 makes brief mention
of the ‘hundreds of summary executions

— the victims were in general thrown in the
foibe — and of the deportation of a large
number of the military and of civilians,
some of whom died of deprivation or
liquidated during transfer, in jail or in the
concentration camps'.27

On 12 June the Yugoslav Ninth Korpus and
units of the fourth Army had to pull back
from Trieste, following strong diplomatic
pressure from the British and American
Governments and lack of support from the
Soviet Union. On this decision, Tito later

on bitterly wrote that ‘today | can say ...
that while we were fighting with ourselves
whether to take the terrible decision to
abandon Trieste or not, we did not receive

any moral help, any signal, from the Soviet
Union. Night after night | sat near the
telephone, waiting for at least a word, some
advice. We heard nothing, because their
interests were not affected directly’.28

After the withdrawal of the Ninth Korpus
and of the Fourth Army from Trieste on

12 June 1945, the following day the
Yugoslav Army pulled back also from Pola.
On 12 June 1945, the Allies established
the Allied Military Government (AMG),
with headquarters at Udine. A new border
was agreed on between Tito and the
Allies at the Paris Peace Conference,

with the creation of the Free Territory of
Trieste on 3 July 1946, divided in two
zones, the A Zone, administered by the
American and British forces, and the B
Zone, under Yugoslav control. Italy, by
signing the Peace Treaty on 10 February
1947, relinquished all of Istria, most of
Venezia Giulia, Fiume and all Dalmatian
possessions, including the islands of
Cherso and Lussino.

The loss of these territories prompted a
mass exodus by ethnic ltalians, who were
innocent victims of a concerted strategy
of terror on the part of the Yugoslav
authorities. Milovan Dijilas, who was a
member of Tito's inner group, admitted

to it in an interview given in 1991 to the
magazine Panorama. In 1946 he and
Edward Kardelj, then Yugoslav Minister for
Foreign Affairs, went to Istria to organise
anti-ltalian propaganda. ‘Our task’, he said,
‘was to pressure all Italians to leave. And
this is what was done’.29




The military and political events of 1944-
45 led to the uprooting in Europe of

some twelve million people,20 and it is in
this context that the exodus of between
200,000 and 350,000 people caused by
the Yugoslav annexation of the former
Italian territories must be seen. This flight
had begun even before the end of the war.
Zara, which suffered 54 aerial bombings
and was almost entirely flattened by the
Allies between 2 November 1943 and

31 October 1944, saw its Italian population
reduced from 21,000 people to 3,000,
following the occupation of the city by
Tito's forces in November 1944 and their
summary execution of 900 ltalians.31

On the night of 2 and 3 May 1945, Fiume
was occupied by vanguards of the
Yugoslav Army. Here summary trials and
executions also took place of more than
500 Fascists, collaborators, Italian military
and public servants, as well as anti-
Fascists and innocent people.3? Fiume
was the first centre where a mass exodus
began almost immediately. By January
1946, more than 20,000 people had left
the province of Fiume, and the Opera per
I'Assistenza ai Profughi Giuliano-Dalmati
(OP) in 1958 tallied 31,840 departures
from the city, although their number could
have escalated to 55,000 if one considers
that many averted the census.33 Pola was
occupied by the Yugoslav Army on

1 May 1945, and soon after was put under
the military administration of the AMG.
However, by 1947, when the city was
annexed by Yugoslavia under the terms of
the Paris Peace Treaty, of the 34,000 Italian
inhabitants, over 30,000 elected to leave
their ancestral homes and take refuge in
Italy.

In all, the Italian exodus between 1944 and
1947 is difficult to quantify precisely. The
OP census listed 201,440 people, including
the 38,937 Italians who left the territories

of the B Zone transferred to Yugoslavia

in October 1954 as a result of the signing

of the Memorandum of London. However,
the number of the esuli may have been
50% higher, as previously mentioned.

The Dossier Italia-Slovenia refers to
200-300,000 people. Approximately

36,000 Italians remained under Yugoslav
sovereignty.34

The return of Trieste and what was left of
the A Zone to Italy on 26 October 1954
marked the conclusion of the territorial
dispute between Italy and Yugoslavia
and the end of the diaspora for people
from Istria, Fiume and Dalmatia. Some
65,000 esuli found a new home in Trieste
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and the remainder emigrated to overseas
countries or settled in other Italian
regions.35 Between 1953 and 1956, a

new mass migration took place, this time
of triestini, at least 18,647 of whom, or

10% of the population left, mostly for
Canada and Australia, displaced by the
uncertain political future for the city, by the
competition for employment and housing
created by the esuli and by the sudden
disappearance of the income which the
presence of the Anglo-American forces
represented for the Triestine economy.38
Their suspicion that the London
Memorandum included clauses that had
ambiguously settled the future of the

A Zone, and therefore their personal future,
was not unfounded. Only the Treaty of
Osimo, on 10 November 1975, resolved the
contentious issue of sovereignty over these
lands.

However, despite bombastic nationalist
propaganda to the contrary, Italy’s public
protestations to unflinchingly defend Trieste
and its surrounding territory as an integral
part of the nation in reality were never
rock-solid. In May 2004, former Italian
President, Francesco Cossiga, revealed
that, during the late 1970s, when he was
Prime Minister, the Italian Government had
approved a contingency plan, called Piano
Alabarda (Halberd Plan), contemplating
that, following the death of Marshal Tito
(which took place in Ljubljana, on 4 May
1980), the Soviet Union would probably
invade Yugoslavia and the former A Zone,
taking back what the Western Powers had
conceded at Yalta. In that event, Italy would
not invoke a NATO nuclear intervention

in defence of Trieste and, according to
Cossiga, ‘'the plan predicated that, upon
the entry in Yugoslavia by the Red Army,
(Italian) military units would withdraw from
Trieste and Venezia Giulia. Left behind, the
Questore, Police and Carabinieri would
maintain order and public safety until Soviet
troops took over these functions'.37 With the
wisdom of hindsight, it was for the best that
many triestini wisely chose the challenge

of a new, fortunate life in the lucky country,
via the camps at Bagnoli and Bonegilla,
Australia, rather than risking a repeat of the
horrifying past experiences at Borovnica,

As playwright David Williamson recently
pointed out, with reference to the current
war in Iraq, ‘no Army in history has
managed an invasion without barbarism
and torture emerging as an inevitable part

of the process’.32 This was certainly the TALIAN |

case for the Italian invasion of Slovenia and HISTORICAL |
Croatia in 1941, and for the terrible partisan SOCIETY |

reprisals in 1943-45. Needless to say, war JOURNAL |9











