FAMILY HISTORY

Bette Maiuto, who has contributed to past issues of the newsletter, whose contribution we
greatly value, has begun an Index of Italians and Swiss-Italians from the Victorian Birth
Death and Marriage registers. This index is part of a larger project which Bette is
undertaking with the Society. So far, Bette has completed the index for the 1860s.

For an enquiry fee of $10, we will provide registration numbers and any other

available information to members of the public who are interested in obtaining certificates
from this index for their Family History Research. If you wish to obtain a certificate, having
the registration number will save you half the cost of the certificate. The full

cost of a certificate, as of December, 1990, is $27.00. With the registration

number, the cost is $13.50.

While compiling the index, Bette has written the following notes highlighting some of the

findings so far.

ITALIANS AND SWISS-ITALIANS IN VICTORIA IN THE 1860s
Some occupations and places of residence.

by Bette Maiuto

Many men from all over the world were
drawn to Victoria in the early 1850s for
Gold but only small numbers of "diggers"
were able to make a living at mining. By
the mid 1860s some of these men had
moved on to other gold areas in NSW
and New Zealand. Others had married
and settled down to make new lives for
themselves in this young country.

In 1868 the very first Post Office Directory
was published giving the name and
profession of the main householder in
each suburb or town in Victoria. Many of
these were Italian and the directory gives
us an idea of how they were earning a
living and where they were residing.

There were large numbers of Swiss-
Iltalians living in the Hepburn/Daylesford
area, most of whom were married to Irish
women. Judging by the number of men
who gave their profession as Hotelkeeper,
Publican, Wine maker and Beerseller,
there must have been an hotel on every
corner and in the middle of each block as
well! Others were: storekeepers, dairymen,
farmers, miners, carters, charcoal burners,
wood cutters, blacksmiths, ironmongers,
butchers, and shoemakers.

As in the case today, in the 1860s, the
Italians were inclined to live near each
other, so there were large communities of
ltalian families in the towns of Ballarat,
Bendigo, Beechworth, Creswick,

Daylesford, Hepburn and Maldon.
Occasionally, some listed their profession
as something a little out of the ordinary
for the average Italian in Victoria at the
time.

One man, born in Naples, Mariano
Scarpato, was a boatman at Port Albert in
Gippsland. In those days there were no
proper roads from Melbourne through to
Western Gippsland, and it was a long
arduous journey to travel to Gippsland by
bush track on horseback. The easiest and
quickest way was by Steamer 180 miles
to Port Albert and then to your destination
by coach, dray or horseback. This town
was also the way "diggers" travelled to the
rich goldmining town of Walhalla in central
Gippsland, on foot or packhorse through
dense and inhospitable bushland.

Sebastian Danelli with his wife Harriet
Bagatti were married in Milan in 1858 and
from 1859 lived in Brunswick, where all of
their children were born. Sebastian gave
his profession as Macaroni Manufacturer
and the Gazzette for 1865 states that
there was in Brunswick a factory which
made Macaroni and Vermicelli.

There was Francesco De Rogo who lived
in Castlemaine with his wife Mary Ann
Forster and family, and was a stable
keeper in 1868.

Carlo Bravo was born in Switzerland and



had an Italian wife Sophia Guscetti. He

gave his profession

Giovanni Battista Abelo who born in Italy,
married Catherine Jones who was born in

as gardener.

Hobart. They lived in Collingwood and
Giovanni was a tailor.

Then there was Luigi Veroli who was born
in Italy, married to London born Emma
Bond. He worked at the Carrara Marble

Works in the city of

Also listed are G. Biagi, Italian Consul and

Melbourne.
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Carlo Avo Cossu, Italian Vice Consul.
There seemed to be very few Italian

ladies here at this time, and the only one
listed in the directory is Mrs. A. D'Alberti,
Dressmaker at Beechworth. There is no

way of knowing without further research if
she was indeed Italian or the wife of an
Italian man. Most of the Italian men who

took wives in Victoria at this time married

Irish, Scottish or Australian born women.

The ltalian/Irish combination was the most

common, possibly because of their religion

DID YOU KNOW?

and the traits shared by these two groups,
but that is another story.

This newspaper, published in Venezia in 1881, contains information about the participation of
Italy to the 1881 International Exhibition which was held in the Melbourne Exhibition _
Buildings. The publisher, Olivieri e Sarfatti, was a shipping company trading with Australia.
The newspaper lists all the Italian companies which won a prize at the exhibition. It also
reports the death of the then Italian Consul, Cav. Luigi Marinucci, and translates the articles
which appeared in the local press.
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Agli Artisti
ED INDUSTRIALI|
Adi Roma

Ihiremo poche parcle perché
desideriame wantenrre quella cal-
ma che sllri won haune mante-
nuly.

Dinauzi alle strepilo, slle riu-
givwi, agli erdini dol gwrne. alle
insinunzioni seminate & largs mu-
no seoxs badare a ohi ¢ duve 51
feriva, ai lelegrammi i corri-
spundenli amici , alle inesalexze
delle cerla in buona fede, ma ri-
pelute da mrlizivsi e da calun-
piatori con disegno evidentle di
puocere alla buona riescita del-
limpresa Olivieri e Sarfalli, que-

sta ha opposto I' upien ez
2o che le restava per salvare lo
sua digoita e il sun  decore. Ils
pigliato di froote le accuse « ha
telegrafatu al Ministere d"Agricol-
turs ® Cammercio queste parole: |

di bene che fecerw, e ch'era lore
dovere di fare

Siame cerli ehe can non siat
tegg ane a Colomba in 645 sa-
rebberu semplicemente ridicoli ;
wa vi possone  dire con froale
imperturbata -’ Noi osammo cid
che pochi altei wvrebbero esaty,
ollenemme cid che pochi altri o
vrebbero ollenute e gli eflctti
delle rioale relezioni fra i due
glovani slali wou tardersnno

farsi seotite, Quando nessun espo- |

silure yuleva Rarlesivere noi ne
inducemmo in hreve lempo 1000,
quando tulli grideveuo alla specu-
lazione sbaglista noi arrischismoo
200,000 lire, ¢ I'ltalia industria-
le, U'ltalia artistica solo per opera
nestra venaerw cunosciule a Mel-
buurne, dave oltenery 500 pre-
mi ¢ dove il nose italiano & tante
glorificatly adeass quanty prims
€TA @Curo. »

E dope ¢id stareme a vedere
la decisione dell’onor. winistro di
Agricallura e Cowmercio al Lele-
gramma dell’ lmpresa, risposta che
essa ¢ oni desideriamo favore-

tove che w adain megho W
scherrevule
sonibcans  propno O trovamm &

feonte 3 wn castello i cane da gun- |

co, che un soffic pub rovinare

Permettimi quindi i metiere n
chiaro tutto questo gwoce o fanta
smagocia, col guale s sorrebbe ten-
tare i offendere quel po’ & merto
the, voglia © non vogha, < same ac
Guistati, & costo di fatiche e di sucti
Hcr inevitabel

Venendo al guse — come avrai no
tato, nella famosa, riunione, si trascu-
rarone aflaito | capr d'sccuna del wo
oo articolo dal moi vittongsamente
onbatiut, a7 e A, © W actusa o |
un fallo & telegramma, sul quale non
m lermo, imperocche srrare huma-
Lo A

Laccuna  (permettimi il bisticcio),
P accuss sarcbbe quella, s fGse
vera, del maggior prezzo ricavato, in
confronto all'asnuociato al wg. Kos
seits

Ecco come sta la cons A Melbour-
ne s vendettero certi mobi i corna,
sppartenents al detto signor Kossetty,
per lire sterline 90| e datoghene lan-
nuncio, eph o mspose che sepeva di
soenza certa, che il ncavo era stato
di lire 105. Forti della nostra concien.
13, noi abbamo wmstenute i contrano,
e i signor Rossetti, prese e be mis

| L'attuale Console Italiano
d MELRBoIRNE

|
|
| MARCHESE DE GOYZUETTA

Now € venule ancors il mo-
wente di svelure lo condatta del
Cousule Marchese De Guyzuetta.
Gus ne whbivme Tatte un secenna
nella questione  Marimuced, wa
questa non ¢ che usa delle pie-

cole ewse rhe ghosi potrannne un-
PUEOE M A O R e AT
i lettori di yualehe curinsa rive-
laxione, non vegliwune lecere «l
Governo du gquali  funzionsri @
servile al di la degh Oceani, non
voglianm far & wene di gellare
su ol di ragione la responsabili-
ta di Lt suceeduti e che avreb-
bero polute far @ weno di verifi-
carsi. Ma per far eid eom la ser-
e dwnttacalali documenti ¢ con
la parels di testimoni weuluri e
auricelars altenlame

«|tere T

St ricorda!

Toghamo da uma corrmpond: nas
Aldo al Capuan Fracana del & I
tobire non seaxs tngranarls delle v

onew paroke che mostrane cone non
tetti pos sane gl smemoratl

« o non ho aloun interesse, diretta
ne indiretto con B mprosa Sartet,
Non sone espostore ne fighs & ¢
spostore. Ma mon sono neppure wno
smemorato. Enconde can yuale enty

samo nel 1579 fu accnlta Fankis pro-
PR b an e DAl LAY

[N
Sarfatts del quale vi prosenie 4 pro-
filo Lavortons dall smco Fra-Mawrs
50 trattava O far concurrere 1 ltalia
all' esposissone & Melbourne. ke Jifi
colta da wvincorm cran0 @ parecane
insormaontabil

I cav. Sarfarts che mel defuma O-
levieri aveva trovato we capitalita co
aggwso, corse e ticorse I ltala, s
Franca ¢ [ Inglilterra , discusse <o
munistri, con artiats, con  ndudeial
londa un giomale per spuegare «

fendere || sua progette, nesc a scuo-

te I' srrive m Napoli del  siguor:
Guatave Sarfalti ¢ Cosime  Rie-

at

e
wdunto, ¢ a prosentare al  swastore
una lista di 1000 Faposton.
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