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FAMILY HISTORY

NATURALISATION RECORDS
USEFULNESS OF NATURALISATION RECORDS:

Naturalisation Records are a ve
years in Australia of non-British
available from other sources, es
been lost. The date of arrival in
the place of departure overseas
places of residence in Australia

TYPE OF INFORMATION:

ry valuable source of information about the arrival and early
immigrants. They can provide information not readily
pecially for early immigrants for whom family records have
Australia, the name of the ship bringing the immigrant, and
can usually be found in naturalisation records, as well as
between arrival and the naturalisation application.

The Naturalisation certificate itself usually contains some information, but it is advisable to
locate the complete naturalisation application file to obtain additional information not
included in the certificate. The naturalisation certificate (if still available in the family) will
provide information on the date and number of naturalisation, and this information will then
be useful in obtaining the complete application record. A naturalisation application file can

contain 10 or more pages, including birth place and date, the date of arrival in Australia, the
name of the ship, the various places of residence since arrival, names and birth dates of
Spouse and children, the reason for applying for naturalisation, references to support the

application, the newspaper advertisement from the local paper, and other pertinent
information.
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This is an example of part of the Commonwealth Naturalisation application of Angelo
Pietro Romano, lodged in 1922.
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WHERE NATURALISATION RECORDS ARE LOCATED:

Naturalisation applications were lodged with the separate colonies until federation, and the
states continued to administer naturalisations until 1904. For naturalisations before 1904 for
Queensland, NSW, Tasmania and Western Australia you should go to the State Archives in
the relevant state capital. For those granted after 1904, the documentation can be obtained
from the Australian Archives in Canberra. All Victorian and South Australian naturalisations
are held in the Australian Archives in Canberra.

Various finding aids and indexes are available at the state and Australian archives to help
locate the records. Not all Italian immigrants obtained naturalisation however, and it is worth
noting that in some cases many years elapsed between arrival and naturalisation. Note that
the spelling of Italian names, especially in the last century, may be incorrect, so that
variations of spelling should also be checked if the initial search is unsatisfactory. Remember
to request the complete naturalisation application file, and not only the certificate.

Addresses:

Australian Archives, Canberra, for all Tasmania, for all naturalisations before

Australian naturalisations from 1904, and 1904:

for all Victorian and South Australian The Principal Archivist,

naturalisations: Archives Office of Tasmania,

Director General, 91 Murray St,

Australian Archives, Hobart, TAS, 7000

P.O. Box 34,

Dickson, ACT, 2602 Victoria, for finding aids for
naturalisations. From 1851 to 1920 consult

New South Wales, for all naturalisations the Index to Naturalisation Certificates

before 1904: (VPRS 1190):

The Principal Archivist, City Search Room,

Archives Office of NSW, Fourth Floor,

2 Globe St., 318 Little Bourke St.

The Rocks, Melbourne, VIC, 3000

Sydney, NSW, 2000 Obtain a copy of the microfilm index card.
Then write to the Australian Archives in

Queensland, for all naturalisations Canberra for the file, and enclose the

before 1904: copy of the index card.

The Principal Archivist,

QLD State Archives, Western Australia, for all naturalisations

162 Annerley Rd, before 1904:

Dutton Park, QLD, 4102 State Archivist,
Alexander Library Building,

South Australia, for finding aids for Perth Cultural Centre,

South Australian naturalisations: Perth, WA, 6000

The Manager,

Public Record Office,

North Terrace,

Adelaide, SA, 5000

Then write to the Australian Archives in
Canberra for the file.
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OTHER IMMIGRATION DOCUMENTS

The sponsorship document, called the Atto di Chiamata, enabled immigrants already in
Australia to send for others to join them. Frequently, the male breadwinner in a family
migrated first, and, once established, arranged for other family members to come to
Australia. In this way Nicola Del Monaco sent the following Atto di Chiamata to his wife
and sons, requesting them to join him in Melbourne.
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