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INTERNMENT RECORDS

by lima Martinuzzi O'Brien

At the outbreak of World War Il there were
approximately 33,000 people of Italian birth living in
Australia. Nearly 5,000 of these Italian born were
interned by the Australian government during the
war. Such a large number means that the
internment records are an important source of

Family History information for a sizeable proportion
of the prewar immigrants.

Those who had only recently arrived from Italy at
the outbreak of war or who were Italian citizens,
were not the only ones interned. Nearly one quarter
were naturalised British subjects (these were the
days before we had our own Australian citizenship),
ind a small number of Australian born citizens
e also interned, the majority from Queensland.

inese figures are taken from a paper | presented
at a conference at the University of Western
Australia last year. This paper forms part of a
larger project | have been working on for the past
two years during weekends and holidays on the
Internments of the war years. My interest is more
than professional, because my father and other
relatives from north Queensland were interned.
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INTERNEE

Rank

Other Names

Alfred

To aid Family History researchers, we are
compiling an index of the basic internment records.
Mrs Laura Mecca, Mrs Delfina Sartori and Miss
Georgina Russell are to be thanked for the many
hours they have given towards entering the data for
this valuable index. The index will enable the
researcher to find out, directly from the Society,
basic information such as date interned, date
released, place of arrest, place of birth, occupation,
whether naturalised, and finally, the internment
number, which is useful in seeking additional
information in the Archives.

Having the internment number of an individual,
which is available from the index here at the
Society, you will be able to request a copy of a
particular Service and Casualty Form. These
records are held in the Australian Archives,
Brighton in Victoria, and they record the details of
places and dates where the internee was held
during internment. (See below). Anyone wishing
information from the index should contact me at the
Society, either by phone or by post.
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MILITARY FORCES

— SERVICE AND CASUALTY FORM reensifcation ¥e. <. 30362

District  QUEENSLAND
Surmome M ARTINUZZI

lowocs warmosal

Date of Caprare _ B/6/42
Place of Capture _Townaville
Date of Muth 17/12/1914
Place of Biny __ Mourilyan
Trade or Occuparon_ Saleasman
R.C

Heligron

Naviowaury_ Itellan Australisn Born
Masnal Conduwa Married
Next of Kin MARTINUZZI Elias Munro

Addressof Next of Kin 88 Charters Towers Rd
Townsville

Relavoaship Wife

Reronv NO

ldeatification—Colour of Hair. BIOWN __ E,es Brown
Distinctive Marka SCar on right arm
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An example of a Service and Casualty Form.





